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1  Overview 
 
  A Background 
 

A report was recently developed that indicates active farms containing at least 1 covered 
commodity or peanuts with base acres that does not have an associated yield.  Another report 
indicates these same farms have been enrolled in DCP or ACRE.  A review of some of the 
farms on the report indicates a yield may not have been established at the time of base and 
yield election.  Other farms reviewed indicate a yield migrated from the System 36 to the 
web at the farm level but did not migrate to the tract level. 
 
County Offices have been instructed to: 
 
 review the “2010 Crops with No Yields” report posted on the FFAS web site at 

http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/ffas/farmbill/ccc/ under “Farm Records” 
 

 research farms listed to determine whether a yield should be associated with the crop base 
 

 update the applicable 2010 tract crop record with determined yield 
 

 ensure that only the 2010 tract crop record is updated. 
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice provides the following: 
 
 instructions for reviewing the “2010 Crops with No Yields” report 
 
 instructions for updating the 2010 tract crop record 

 
 instructions for updating the yield for those covered commodities or peanuts with base 

acres and no yield 
 

 County Offices with actions that should be completed by COB September 1, 2010. 
Disposal Date 
 
November 1, 2010 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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Notice CM-674 
 

2  Farms With Base Acres and No Yield 
 

A Identifying Yields to Update 
 

County Offices shall identify active tracts in crop year 2010 that have no yield in the Farm 
Records System (FRS) by using the “2010 Crops with No Yields” report in 
subparagraph 1 A.  County Offices are authorized to update the tract yield in FRS for the 
2010 year only. 
 

B Researching a Yield That Was Not Updated at the End of PFC’s 
 

In many cases, the tract yield has not been updated since the implementation of the 1996 
Farm Bill.  The basic rules for establishing a yield for farms that were subject to PFC were: 
 
 the 1996 farm program payment yield will be used for all years 1996 through 2002, 

except CRP farms 
 

 actual yield data is not required 
 

 proven yields do not apply 
 

 yields on farms resulting from reconstitution according to 2-CM. 
 

The farm program payment yield is calculated using the rules for 1995 yields.  This includes 
using irrigated acreage maximum, historical weighted yields, and additional yields.  If a 
County Office needs instructions for establishing a yield from 1995, contact the National 
DCP Program Manager through the State Office. 

 
C Researching a Yield When a Yield Was Not Updated During the Establishment of Base 

Acres in 2002 
 

The tract yield may be zero because of a failure to update the yield during the establishment 
of base acres and yields in 2002. 
 
Section 1102 of the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 required establishing 
direct and counter-cyclical payment yields for the 2002 through 2007 program period for 
each covered commodity.  Each covered commodity having base acres established must have 
a direct and counter-cyclical payment yield established.  Direct and counter-cyclical yields 
will be the same yield for each crop unless both the following elections are made by the farm 
owner: 
 
 all bases acres are updated based on 1998 through 2001 acreage history 
 counter-cyclical payment yields are partially updated for all crops. 

 
Note: See 1-DCP, Part 3 for instructions on establishing yields in this subparagraph. 
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Notice CM-674 
 

2  Farms With Base Acres and No Yield (Continued) 
 

D Researching a Yield When a Yield Is Not Recorded For Other Reasons 
 

Many other conditions can result in a tract record not containing a yield for a crop with base 
acres, such as: 
 
 a yield was not uploaded during the initial migration of yields to FRS 
 a tract yield was removed at farm records rollover 
 a farm participating in the Planting Transferability Pilot Project 
 any other condition that resulted in removal of a tract yield. 

 
E Determining the Yield to Add to FRS 

 
County Offices shall not arbitrarily add a yield to a farm.  The yield that is added in FRS 
must be supported by documentation available at the time the yield should have been 
established.  It may be necessary to have information returned from the National Records 
Center to determine the actual tract yield. 
 

F Use of Similar Farms 
 

County Offices shall not use similar farms to establish tract yields instead of researching 
records.  Similar farms may only be used if the conditions of subparagraph B are met.  
Certain stipulations are required to protect the privacy of the similar farms: 
 
 recording COC action in executive session 

 
 managing the appeal of a yield established using similar farms in a manner to protect the 

privacy of similar farms that were used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8-2-10         Page 3 



Notice CM-674 
 
3  Updating 2010 Yields and 2010 CCC-509’s 
 

A Updating 2010 Yields 
 

Update a tract yield that is listed on the “2010 Crops with No Yield” report. 
 

B 2010 CCC-509’s 
 

COC may approve a 2010 CCC-509 updated because of the addition of a tract yield as 
required by this notice.  Only signatures of producers with shares of the covered commodity 
or peanuts where the yield is updated are required. 
 
COC’s are not authorized to accept CCC-509 because of the updating of a tract yield unless 
CCC-509 was timely enrolled. 
 

4  Action 
 
  A County Office Action 
 

  County Offices shall follow the provisions of this notice and update 2010 tract yields and 
2010 CCC-509’s. 

 
 B State Office Action 
 
  State Offices and DD’s shall monitor updating of 2010 tract yields. 

 
5  Contact Information  
 
  A County Office Contact Information 
 

County Offices shall direct any questions or concerns about updating the direct yield to the 
State Office. 
 

  B State Office Contact Information 
 

State Offices shall direct any questions or concerns about: 
 
 DCP/ACRE to Brent Orr by either of the following: 

 
 e-mail to brent.orr@wdc.usda.gov 
 telephone at 202-720-0809. 

 
 entering the yield in Farm Records to Ginny Haynes by either of the following: 
 

 e-mail to ginny.haynes@wdc.usda.gov 
 telephone at 202-690-2798. 
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