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1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 
MIDAS Release 2.1 and a concurrent release in FRS (web-based Farm Records) include 
updates incorporating new and revised data fields necessary to implement the ARCPLC 
program, and other provisions contained in the 2014 Farm Bill.  Changes in certain 
functionality of MIDAS Farm Records and FRS are associated with the new data fields. 
 
FSA-156EZ and FSA-476DCP have been changed and will provide information for the new 
data fields. 
 

B Purpose 
 
This notice provides an: 
 
• explanation of the new and revised data fields in MIDAS Farm Records and FRS and 

explains the use of the data fields 
 

• overview of the revisions to FSA-156EZ and FSA-476DCP. 
 
Note: A new handbook for MIDAS Farm Records and FRS is currently being drafted. 

These changes will be incorporated into the new handbook when it is released. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
November 1, 2015 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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Notice CM-762 
 
2  Changes to Farm Records 
 
  A New Data Fields 
 

The following new data fields have been added to MIDAS Farm Records and to 2014 and 
2015 FRS: 
 
• ARCPLC election: 

 
• a farm level data element that reflects the choice of either Agricultural Risk Coverage 

(ARC) Individual for the farm or ARC County, or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) for 
crops on the farm that are required to have an election 

 
• will be blank until the import of ARCPLC election data occurs 

 
• if an edit is made on the farm before the import of ARCPLC election data, the system 

will require an ARCPLC election before edits can be saved 
 

• a temporary place-holder election of ARC individual: 
 

• automatically added by the system within MIDAS Farm Records 
• must be added by the user when edits are made to a record in 2014 FRS 

 
Note: The place-holder election of ARC individual will be over-written with the 

official election made by the producers associated with the farm when the 
ARCPLC election import occurs.  Entry of any election choice other than 
ARC individual before the ARCPLC election import is not authorized. 

 
• Historical Irrigation Percentage (HIP): 

 
• a farm level data element that reflects HIP used in calculations of ARC County 

payments 
 

• only applicable to specific crops in designated counties, and only applicable when the 
election choice for the crop is ARC County 

 
• entry of HIP is not authorized at this time 

 
• after the ARCPLC import occurs, when HIP is applicable, entry of HIP is required 

before edits can be saved 
 

• modification of the “HIP” data field is permitted until September 1, 2015 
 

• after September 1, 2015, and once HIP is entered for a crop, it cannot be changed 
except by authorized State Office users 
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2  Changes to Farm Records (Continued) 
 
  A New Data Fields (Continued) 
 

• Farm Level PLC Yield: 
 
• a farm level data element used to maintain established yields for ARCPLC covered 

crops with no base acres, that are required to have an ARCPLC election because the 
farm contains generic base acres 

 
• when an ARCPLC covered crop with no base acres has an election of PLC on these 

farms and there are acres of the crop planted, an established yield must be loaded at 
the farm level for the crop for use in the calculation of PLC payments 

 
• entry of farm level PLC yields is not authorized at this time 
 
• procedure for establishing farm level PLC yields will be incorporated into a future 

amendment of 1-ARCPLC 
 

• Native Sod (only applicable to the States of IA, MN, MT, NE, ND, and SD and 
adjacent counties): 

 
• a data element that applies only to land physically located in the States of IA, MN, 

MT, NE, ND, and SD 
 

• used to track the number of acres of native sod broken out after February 7, 2014. 
 
Note: Native sod broken out after February 7, 2014, is not eligible for FCIC premium 

subsidy and is subject to increased NAP fees until the 4-year cropping 
requirements are met. 

 
B Revised Data Fields 

 
The following are revised data fields: 
 
• CTAP Transitional Yield: 

 
• replaced the data field formerly known as direct yield 
• only applicable to generic (formerly cotton) base acres 
• must be greater than zero when generic base acres are greater than zero 
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2  Changes to Farm Records (Continued) 
 

B Revised Data Fields (Continued) 
 

• PLC Yield: 
 

• replaced the data field formerly known as CC yield 
 

• applies to all crops except generic base acres 
 

• must be greater than zero for any crop other than generic when base acres for that 
crop are greater than zero 

 
• Base Acres: 

 
• will now be maintained in 100ths instead of 10ths 
 
• the “Base Acre” data field within 2014 and 2015 FRS has been modified to accept 

base acre entries stated in hundredths 
 

• the restriction from entering base acres in hundredths has been removed from MIDAS 
Farm Records 

 
• Crop Year: 

 
• used for new base acre entries, such as return of base acres previously reduced to zero 

on CCC-505 for CRP Enrollment 
  

• within MIDAS Farm Records has been changed to a display-only field that is 
defaulted to the current FY 

 
• CCC-505 CRP Reduction Acres: 

 
• will now be maintained in 100ths instead of 10ths 

 
• the “CCC-505 CRP Reduction Acre” data field within 2014 and 2015 FRS has been 

modified to accept base acre entries stated in hundredths 
 

• the restriction from entering CCC-505 CRP reduction acres in hundredths has been 
removed from MIDAS Farm Records. 
 

 C Removed Data Field 
 
The “PTPP Reduction Acres” data field has been removed because the Planting 
Transferability Pilot Project (PTPP) Program is no longer authorized. 
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Notice CM-762 
 
3  ARCPLC Related Changes 

 
A ARCPLC Election, HIP, and Farm Level PLC Yield Within MIDAS Farm Records 

 
Within MIDAS Farm Records, the ARCPLC election, HIP, and farm level PLC yield will be 
displayed and edited at the farm level in a new “Crop Election Data” assignment block that 
will be located between the “Land Data” and “Crop Data” assignment blocks. 
 
Following is an example of the “Crop Election Data” assignment block. 
 

 
 
Until import of the ARCPLC election data occurs, the election choice will be blank.  When a 
farm is placed into edit mode, a temporary place-holder election of ARC individual will be 
automatically populated by the system.  Users shall not change this temporary place-holder 
election. 
 
• ARCPLC election choice. 
 

• After import of the ARCPLC election data occurs, edits to existing ARCPLC 
elections are permitted (subject to ARCPLC rules) to handle corrections and appeals 
through September 1, 2015.  Edits made to 2015 elections must be coordinated with 
2014 elections.  Election choice for a farm must remain the same for both 2014 and 
2015. 

 
• After September 1, 2015, any edits to existing ARCPLC election choices must be 

submitted to the National Office.  New elections for added crops, such as return of 
base acres for a crop that previously had its base acres reduced to zero for CRP 
enrollment, will still be permitted. 
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Notice CM-762 
 
3  ARCPLC Related Changes (Continued) 
 

A ARCPLC Election, HIP, and Farm Level PLC Yield Within MIDAS Farm Records 
(Continued) 

 
• “HIP” data field. 

 
• This data field will only be enabled for designated counties where HIP applies and 

only for specific designated crops within those counties when the designated crop has 
an ARCPLC election choice of ARC County. 

 
• After September 1, 2015, any edits to existing HIP values must be submitted to the 

State Office.  New HIP values for added crops, such as return of base acres for a crop 
that previously had its base acres reduced to zero for CRP enrollment, will still be 
permitted. 

 
• PLC Yield. 

 
• Will be enabled for edits at the farm level in MIDAS if the crop has zero base acres 

and the ARCPLC election choice for the crop is PLC. 
  

• Crops with base acres greater than zero will display “0.0000” for the farm level PLC 
yield in the “Crop Election Data” assignment block and will not be editable within 
that assignment block.  PLC yields for crops with base acres are edited at the tract 
level. 

 
  B New Yield Labels Within MIDAS Farm Records 

 
The following are new yield labels within MIDAS farm records. 
 
• “Tract Crop Data” Assignment Block. 

 
• Following is an example of the “Tract Crop Data” assignment block. 
 

 
 

• CTAP transitional yield will be displayed as zero for all crops except generic and 
must be greater than zero for generic when generic base acres are greater than zero. 

 
• PLC yield will be displayed as zero for generic and must be greater than zero for all 

other crops when base acres for those crops are greater than zero. 
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3  ARCPLC Related Changes (Continued) 
 

B New Yield Labels Within MIDAS Farm Records (Continued) 
 

• “Tract CCC-505 CRP Reduction Data” Assignment Block. 
 

• Following is an example of the “Tract CCC-505 CRP Reduction Data” assignment 
block. 
 

 
 

• CTAP Transitional (Direct) yield and PLC (CC) yield columns are enabled or 
disabled for editing based upon the contract start year: 
 
• only the CTAP Transitional (Direct) yield column is editable for CRP Contracts 

with a start year before 2002 since only Direct yields existed at that time 
 
• both the CTAP Transitional (Direct) yield and PLC (CC) yield are editable for 

CRP Contracts with start years between 2002 and 2013. 
 

• Either the CTAP Transitional (Direct) yield or the PLC (CC) yield will be enabled for 
CRP Contracts with start years after 2013 depending upon the crop: 

 
• only the CTAP Transitional (Direct) yield is enabled for editing when the selected 

crop is generic (formerly cotton) 
 

• only the PLC (CC) yield is enabled for editing when the selected crop is any crop 
other than generic. 
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Notice CM-762 
 
3  ARCPLC Related Changes (Continued) 
 

C ARCPLC Election, HIP, and Farm Level PLC Yield Within FRS 
 
Within FRS, the ARCPLC election, HIP, and farm level PLC yield will be summarized on 
the Crop Selection Screen.  Following is an example of the Crop Selection Screen. 
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Notice CM-762 
 
3  ARCPLC Related Changes (Continued) 
 

C ARCPLC Election, HIP, and Farm Level PLC Yield Within FRS (Continued) 
 

• ARCPLC Election Choice. 
 

• Edits to ARCPLC election are made by crop within the Select Crop Screen. 
 

• ARCPLC election is not displayed for generic crops because ARCPLC election is not 
applicable to generic crops. 
 

• After import of the ARCPLC election data occurs, edits to existing ARCPLC 
elections are permitted (subject to ARCPLC rules) to handle corrections and appeals 
through September 1, 2015.  Edits made to 2014 elections must be coordinated with 
2015 elections.  Election choice for a farm must remain the same for both 2014 and 
2015. 

 
• After September 1, 2015, any edits to existing 2014 ARCPLC election choices must 

be submitted to the National Office. 
 
• New elections for added crops, that is appeals or corrections, are permitted and are 

entered at the Crop Base Data Screen after selecting the crop from the Select Crop 
Screen. 

 
• Until import of the ARCPLC election data occurs, the ARCPLC election choice 

within 2014 FRS will be blank.  When a farm is edited in 2014 FRS before import of 
ARCPLC election data, a temporary place-holder election of ARC individual must be 
entered by the user before edits can be saved.  Users must choose ARC individual as 
the election and are not authorized to choose any other election choice before import 
of ARCPLC election data. 

 
• HIP. 

 
• On the Select Crop Screen, HIP will only be displayed for specific HIP-eligible crops 

with an ARCPLC election choice of ARC County in counties where HIP applies. 
 
• Entry of HIP and edits to HIP are made on the Select Crop Screen. 
 
• After September 1, 2015, any edits to existing HIP values must be submitted to the 

State Office. 
 
• New HIP values for added crops, such as appeals or corrections, are permitted and are 

entered at the Crop Base Data Screen after selecting the crop from the Select Crop 
Screen. 
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Notice CM-762 
 
3  ARCPLC Related Changes (Continued) 
 

C ARCPLC Election, HIP, and Farm Level PLC Yield Within FRS (Continued) 
 

• PLC Yield. 
 

• Farm level PLC yield will be displayed on the Select Crop Screen for crops with base 
acres. 

 
• For crops with zero base acres on a farm containing generic base acres, a farm level 

PLC yield is needed for ARCPLC payment calculation if the crop with zero base 
acres has been planted and the crop has an ARCPLC election choice of PLC. 

 
• Farm level PLC yields for crops with zero base acres are entered on the crop’s base 

data screen after selecting the crop from the Select Crop Screen. 
 

• Farm level PLC yields for crops with zero base acres are entered only once, 
regardless of the number of tracts, and are entered in the “Farm Level PLC” data field 
near the top of the screen as follows. 
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Notice CM-762 
 
3  ARCPLC Related Changes (Continued) 
 

D New Yield Labels Within FRS 
 
CTAP transitional yield will be displayed only for generic crops and is only displayed when 
generic base acres are greater than zero. 
 
PLC yield will be displayed only for non-generic crops and will only be displayed if base 
acres for the crop are: 
 
• greater than zero 
 
• zero, and generic acres are present on the farm, the ARCPLC election for the crop is 

PLC, and a farm level PLC yield has been established for the crop according to 
subparagraph C. 

 
4  Native Sod 
 

A Native Sod Within MIDAS Farm Records 
 
A new “Native Sod” assignment block will be displayed for all farm records in all States, but 
is editable only for fields physically located within the States of IA, MN, MT, NE, ND, and 
SD. 
 
Native sod acres must be delineated as a separate field within GIS.  Delineation as a separate 
field: 
 
• limits assignment of native sod attributes to the specific area broken out 
 
• prevents the area subject to native sod restrictions from being combined with other fields 

until the 4-year planting requirement is met. 
 
Following is an example of the “Native Sod” assignment cropping block in MIDAS Farm 
Records. 
 

 
 
Within the “Native Sod” assignment block for each field broken out after February 7, 2014, 
users must enter the following. 

 
• The date the native sod was broken out.  This date cannot be before February 7, 2014, or 

later than the current date. 
 

• A 4-digit planting year for each year that the area is cropped (including perennials) on the 
“Native Sod” field.  Entry of planting years is restricted to the years 2014 through the 
current year. 
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4  Native Sod (Continued) 
 

A Native Sod Within MIDAS Farm Records (Continued) 
 
Acreage of native sod aggregates from the field level to the “Tract Land Data” assignment 
block.  Following is an example of the “Tract Land Data” assignment block. 
 

 
 
Tract level native sod acres aggregate to the “Farm Land Data” assignment block at the farm 
level.  Following is an example of the “Farm Land Data” assignment block. 
 

 
 
Note: The total acreage of fields with native sod attributes for each tract is replicated to 

current year FRS from MIDAS farm records. 
 

B Native Sod Within FRS 
 
For years after 2013, but before the current year, Native Sod acres are maintained and edited 
on the Tract Data Screen within FRS and aggregate to the Farm Data Screen.  To account for 
the possibility that land physically located in 1 of the 6 designated States may be 
administered by another State, entry of native sod attributes is permitted for tracts on farms 
administered by counties adjacent to the States of IA, MN, MT, NE, ND, and SD, when the 
physical location of the tract is within 1 of the 6 designated States.  The date the native sod 
acres are broken out and the years planted are not maintained in FRS. 
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Notice CM-762 
4  Native Sod (Continued) 
 

B Native Sod Within FRS (Continued) 
 
Following is an example of the Tract Data Screen showing sod acres. 
 

 
 
Following is an example of the Farm Data Screen showing sod acres. 
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5  Revised Forms 

 
A FSA-156EZ 

 
FSA-156EZ has been modified as follows. 
 
• A Crop Election Section has been added and ARCPLC election choices by crop will be 

displayed in this section. 
 
• The Crop Election Section is divided into ARC individual, ARC County, and PLC 

subsections. 
 
• Crops are listed in the boxes for each subsection according to the election choice 

applicable to the crop. 
 
• Yield labels have been changed to reflect new CTAP and PLC yield names. 
 
Note: See Exhibit 1 for an example of the revised FSA-156EZ. 

 
B FSA-476 

 
FSA-476 has been modified to update yield labels from direct and CC yields to CTAP 
transitional yield and PLC yield. 
 
Note: See Exhibit 2 for an example of the revised FSA-476DCP. 

 
6  State and County Office Action 
 

A State Office Action 
 
State Offices shall ensure that County Offices are immediately notified of the contents of this 
notice. 
 

B County Office Action 
 
County Offices shall follow the contents of this notice when viewing and editing ARCPLC 
elections, HIP, yields, and native sod acres. 
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         Notice CM-762 Exhibit 1 
 
Example of FSA-156EZ 
 

Following is an example of FSA-156EZ. 
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         Notice CM-762 Exhibit 2 
 
Example of FSA-476DCP 
 

Following is an example of FSA-476DCP. 
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