
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  Cotton State and County Offices

Automated Price Support Software (APSS) Modifications
Provided in County Release No. 541 and 542

Approved by:  Acting Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A Background

County Release No. 541 and 542 modified APSS to incorporate new or revised policy for the
2004 crop year cotton loans and LDP’s.

B Purpose

This notice provides State and County Offices with information about APSS software
modifications provided in County Release No.:

• 541, mailed on July 2, 2004
• 542, mailed on July 19, 2004.

C Contact

State Offices shall direct questions about this notice to Julie Floriani by:

• telephone at 202-720-8374
• e-mail to julie_floriani@wdc.usda.gov.

Disposal Date

July 1, 2005

Distribution

Cotton State Offices; State Offices relay to
County Offices
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2 APSS Modifications in County Release No. 541

A Updating Electronic Agent Designation (EAD) Indicator

Producers authorize agents to redeem cotton loans using the Centralized Cotton Redemption
(CCR) system by signing the new version of CCC-605.  The EAD indicator is set to “Y”
when the authorization is presented to the County Office.

Before County Release No. 540, the loanmaking software allowed the user to update the
EAD indicator either during or after loan disbursement by answering “Y” to the question, 
“Are the bales on this loan covered by an Electronic Agent Designation?”, on
Screen PLC10005.

After installing County Release No. 540, users are no longer able to update the EAD indicator
in APSS.  County Offices shall update the EAD indicator using the real-time, web-based
function in COPS according to the COPS User Guide, Part 5.3, EAD Status.

B Print Producer ID Numbers on Cotton Forms

To protect the privacy of FSA customers, revised policy allows for printing only the last 4 digits
of a producer’s Social Security number (SSN), employer identification number (EIN), or taxpayer
identification number (TIN) on cotton loan documents.

APSS has been modified to print “X” instead of the first 5 digits of any SSN, EIN, or TIN on the
following forms:

• CCC-Cotton A
• CCC-Cotton A Continuation
• CCC-881
• CCC-881-1.

C Disable Option to Record Loan Duplicate Bales

County Release No. 535 provided software that added the option to record a duplicate cotton
receipt.  This removed the bale from the existing loan or LDP and created a receivable.

State and County Offices were notified that, after installing the modified software, an
out-of-balance condition occurred when a violation was processed.  A fix for this problem was
broadcast by Information Bulletin No. 3018, on May 25, 2004.

Because the duplicate receipt option is not functioning correctly, County Release No. 541
disabled option 2, “Record Loan Duplicate Bales”, on Loan Servicing Menu PVA030.  County
Offices shall record duplicates using the violation software.
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2 APSS Modifications in County Release No. 541 (Continued)

D Outside-Stored Cotton Loans

New loan provisions now allow for ELS cotton to be pledged for loan when it is:

• nonreceipted
• stored outside a warehouse.

Upland cotton is not eligible for outside-stored cotton loans.

APSS has been modified to process outside-stored ELS cotton loans based only on the gin
code/gin tag as follows:

• loanmaking process is accessed using option 4, “Warehouse Stored Regular”

• loans are designated as outside-stored by entering “888888" as the warehouse code which
is allowed only for ELS cotton loans

• when “888888” is entered in the warehouse code data field, the user enters the following
data:

• crop year
• multiple producers
• date documents received
• gin code number
• preparation code
• each gin tag number
• net bale weight for each gin tag number

• the loan amount is calculated by multiplying the total bale weight times the average ELS
loan rate, which shall be hard-coded into the system

• loan service fees are calculated in the same manner as for receipted cotton loans.

7-CN will be amended to provide detailed instructions for processing outside-stored cotton
loans.  Manually disbursed outside-stored cotton loans shall be entered into APSS once the
amendment has been issued.
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3 PSS Modifications Provided in County Release No. 542

A Collecting Tariff Storage Rates Only

County Offices update the warehouse offer shipping rates each crop year by entering the
contract, tariff, and reconcentration order (R/O) charges on Screen PAA79020 for:

• receiving rate
• monthly storage rate
• daily storage rate.

Tariff rate for storage is used to calculate storage credits for cash repayments and certificate
exchanges when AWP is less than the national average loan rate.

Contract rates are used to calculate charges due on forfeited cotton.  R/O rates are used to
calculate reconcentration charges when cotton is transferred from one warehouse to another. 
COPS calculates these charges and provides the data to the County Office.  Rates entered into
the offer shipping rate tables in APSS are not used in these calculations.

APSS had been modified to display and allow an entry of tariff rate for daily and monthly
storage rate only on Screen PAA79020.  Data fields for contract and R/O rates:

• have been removed from Screen PAA79020
• will continue to be printed with zeros on the Offer Shipping Rate report.
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