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1  Overview 

 
A Background 

 
Under certain conditions, NRCS allows for the planting of a crop on acres that have been 
enrolled in WRP. 
 
This has caused questions to be raised by FSA County Offices on how crops planted on WRP 
easement land should be reported on FSA-578’s.   
 

B Purpose 
 
This notice provides State and County Offices policy on how acreage enrolled in WRP 
should be reported on FSA-578’s when the acreage is planted to a crop. 

 
2  Reporting WRP Acreage 
 

A Planting and Harvesting Crops on WRP Acreage 
 

Under NRCS procedure, land enrolled in WRP is under the control of the landowner or 
operator until the WRP easement is recorded or the restoration agreement is approved.  Any 
crops planted before the easement is recorded or the restoration agreement is approved can be 
harvested.  Crops may also be planted and harvested during the crop year following the 
easement closing when the easement is recorded after October 1.  Any subsequent cropping 
after the easement is closed is prohibited, unless specifically authorized by NRCS. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disposal Date 
 
January 1, 2007 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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2 Reporting WRP Acreage (Continued) 
 

B Procedure for Reporting Crops Planted on WRP Easement Acreage 
 
There are some situations in which a producer may be granted permission by NRCS to plant 
crops on WRP easement land.  The following examples are provided to clarify how the land 
shall be reported on FSA-578. 
 
Example 1: WRP easement is recorded on July 20, 2006.  The producer is allowed to 

harvest crops planted before the easement was recorded.  This acreage shall 
be reported on FSA-578 as the crop that is planted on the WRP acreage.  This 
means the crop is recognized as planted, therefore, eligible for FSA program 
benefits including history. 

 
Example 2: WRP easement is filed on October 4, 2006.  The producer may harvest crops 

planted before the easement was recorded and plant crops before July 1, 2007, 
for crop year 2007.  Crops planted in this example shall be reported as the 
crop planted on the WRP acreage.  This means the crop is recognized as 
planted, therefore, eligible for FSA program benefits including history. 

 
The producer is prohibited from planting crops beginning July 1, 2007; any 
crop planted on or after July 1 shall be reported as WRP.  This means the crop 
is not recognized as planted for FSA farm program purposes. 

 
Example 3:   For easement projects, in situations where there would be a substantial savings 

in restoration costs, the producer may be granted special temporary 
permission by NRCS to crop that portion of the WRP easement that, if left 
idle, would subsequently need special site preparation as a part of the 
restoration effort.   

 
This NRCS policy authorizes special temporary permission to crop easement 
lands only when it is possible to initiate the restoration practice before costly 
site preparation occurs.  Producers who use this policy: 
 
• crop at their own risk 
• are not entitled to any USDA benefits related to such cropping.   
 
This acreage planted to a crop according to this example shall be reported as 
WRP.  This means the crop is not recognized as planted for FSA farm 
program purposes. 

 
Producers are notified in writing by NRCS of cropping rights for WRP easement land.  
A copy of the notification is also provided to the producer’s local FSA County Office.      
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3  State Office and County Office Action   
 

A State Office Action 
 
State Offices shall ensure that County Offices follow procedure outlined in this notice for 
reporting WRP easement acreage. 
 

B County Office Action 
 
County Offices shall report WRP easement acreage according to procedure outlined in this 
notice.  When producers are reporting crops on WRP easement acreage, County Offices shall 
review written notification of cropping rights provided by NRCS. 
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