
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices  
 

Announcing Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Policy for 2024 and Future Years 
Approved by:  Acting Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 
 
1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 
Federal regulations at 7 CFR 718.102 specify to be eligible for program benefits, an accurate 
annual acreage report must be filed with the county committee by the farm operator, farm 
owner, producer of the crop on the farm, or duly authorized representative by the final 
reporting date applicable to the crop as established by the Deputy Administrator.  According 
to 2-CP, 1-ELAP, and 1-NAP honeybee producers are required to file an initial report of colony 
inventory by January 2 of each year and report changes to inventory, including movement of 
colonies into or outside of the county, within 30 calendar days.  
 

B Purpose 
 
This notice: 
 
• informs State and County Offices of updated policy and procedure for honeybee colony 

inventory reporting beginning with crop year 2024 
 

• provides instructions for completing the new form CCC-771, Honeybee Colony 
Inventory Reporting Form 
 

• includes an example of CCC-771 and CCC-771A (continuation sheet) in Exhibit 1 
 

• directs COCs and STCs to refer to the appropriate FSA handbook for policy relating to 
program benefits.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
December 1, 2024  

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices  
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Notice CP-776 
 
2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting 
 

A Overview 
 

The established crop year for honey is January 1 through December 31.  The acreage 
reporting date (ARD) for honeybee colonies is January 2, and producers are required to 
notify FSA of changes to inventory, as well as movement into or outside of the 
administrative county within 30 calendar days.  

 
The following table provides an overview of the reporting process using CCC-771: 
 

Step Action 
1 Record the following information on the hard copy map for the producer: 

 
• farm number 
• tract number 
• field number 
• crop (honey) 
• intended use (table/non-table) 
• date of most recent inventory 
• producer shares. 

2 Review data on the acreage reporting map with the producer 
3 Assist the producer with completing CCC-771 Parts A-C according to this notice and 

instructions on the Forms website. 
4 Have the producer sign and date CCC-771 in Part D 
5 Load data from the map and CCC-771 into CARS. 
6 Use the signature date from CCC-771 in box 22C as the certification date in CARS. 
7 Attach CCC-771 to the automated FSA-578(s) and indicate the following on the signature 

line:  “See attached CCC-771 for signature”. 
 
Notes: The automated FSA-578 will not need to be signed by the producer. 
 

The required statement according to 1-NAP and 1-ELAP will not be written on the 
FSA-578, since it is part of the initial certification on the CCC-771. 

8 Provide the producer with a copy of the map, CCC-771, and FSA-578. 
9 The producer reports changes to inventory numbers and/or location within 30 calendar 

days in person, by fax, e-mail, Box/OneSpan, or telephone. 
10 County Office updates CCC-771 Part E and/or F, as applicable.  If additional space is 

needed for reports of changes use CCC-771A. 
11 County Office generates and provides the producer a Receipt For Service for all updates to 

inventory and/or location. 
12 The producer certifies to all changes reported on CCC-771 in Part G no later than January 

2 of the subsequent crop year 
13 County Office completes CCC-771 item 31when the producer is finished making changes 

for the year on or before January 2 of the subsequent crop year.  
14 County Offices updates CARS to reflect the number of colonies from CCC-771 item 31 on 

or before January 2 of the subsequent crop year.  
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2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting (Continued) 
 
B Initial Report and Certification of Colonies 
 

An initial report of colonies on a CCC-771 must be submitted to the administrative county 
for each unit in which the producer has an interest, by January 2 of each year. 
 
Example: A producer has a 100% share interest in 1,000 colonies and a 50% share interest 

in 500 colonies.  Two separate forms must be submitted, and other producers with 
an interest must be identified. 

  
The CCC-771 must be completed according to the following. 

 
 

Item 
General Information 

This part is completed by the administrative County Office. 
1 Enter administrative State and code. 
2 Enter administrative County and code.   
3 Enter the crop year. 

4A Enter the name and address of the administrative County FSA Office. 
4B Enter the administrative County FSA Office telephone number. 

 
Item 

Part A –Producer Information 
This part must be completed by the honeybee producer. 

5 Enter the honeybee producer’s name as recorded in MIDAS Business Partner. 
6A  Enter the producer’s address line 1. 
6B Enter the producer’s address line 2, if applicable. 
6C Enter the producer’s city. 
6D Enter the producer’s State abbreviation. 
6E Enter the producer’s ZIP Code. 
7 Enter any applicable data for the producer’s address information line. 
8 Enter the producer’s primary telephone number and select if it is a home or cell 

number. 
9 Enter the producer’s secondary telephone number and select if it is a home or cell 

number. 
10 Enter the producer’s e-mail address. 
11 Enter FSA farm number where producer’s operation is located. 
12 Enter the tract number where producer’s operation is located. 
13 Indicate if the producer has NAP coverage by checking the “Yes” or “No” box.  
14 Enter the NAP unit number for the number of colonies being reported in item 15. 

If the producer is not a NAP participant, write “N/A”. 
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Notice CP-776 
 
2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting (Continued) 

 
B Initial Report and Certification of Colonies (Continued) 

 
 
 

Item 

Part B– Initial Report of Colonies 
This part must be completed by the producer and  
submitted to the administrative County Office. 

15 Enter the number of colonies being reported. 
16 Enter the date of the most recent inventory recorded by the producer. 
17 Enter the physical location State where the colonies are located. 
18 Enter the physical location county where the colonies are located. 
19 Enter the producer’s share of the colonies identified in item 15. 

20A Enter the name of the additional producer associated with the unit, if applicable. 
20B Enter the additional producer’s share of the colonies identified in item 9, if 

applicable. 
21A Enter the name of the additional producer associated with the unit, if applicable. 

21B Enter the additional producer’s share of the colonies identified in item 9, if 
applicable. 

Item 
Part C – Certification 

This part must be completed by the producer. 

22A Producer (or representative) will sign certifying to information provided in 
Parts A-C. 

22B  

Signatory in item 22A will enter their title/relationship when signing in the 
representative capacity. 
 
If a producer and/or applicant is not signing in the representative capacity, this 
field will be left blank.  If a producer/applicant is signing on behalf of themselves, 
it is acceptable to write “self”; however, it is not necessary. 

22C Producer or producer’s representative enters date they are signing the certification 
of the information provided in Parts A-C. 

 
The information provided on the acreage reporting map and CCC-771(s) will be used to enter 
the initial report in CARS according to 2-CP.  Once completed and printed, the CCC-771(s) 
must be attached to the FSA-578. 

 
Note:  The producer is not required to sign the automated FSA-578. 
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Notice CP-776 
 
2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting (Continued) 
 

C Late-Filed Initial Report 
 

A report of colonies submitted after January 2 may be accepted, if either of the following 
conditions are met: 

 
• COC is satisfied that the report of colonies for the unit is accurate and is accompanied by a 

copy of the State hive registrations where required by State law 
  

• in States not having a hive registration program, COC will require additional documentation 
to establish the accuracy of the report of colonies to COC’s satisfaction.  This may include, 
but is not limited to: 
 
• moving permits 
• contracts with growers for pollination 
• loan documents 
• beekeeper financial records.  

 
Documents provided must substantiate a conclusion that the bees were indeed present in the 
geographical area.  
 
The late-filed initial report will be entered into CARS according to paragraph C. 
 
Late-file fees will not be assessed, and field visits are not required. 

 
COC’s must record determinations in the minutes, and the County Office user must enter the 
number of COC-determined colonies in CARS, based on the documentation provided.  The 
producer must be notified of the determination according to 2-CP. 
 

D Report of Additions or Reductions to Colony Inventory 
 

Producers are required to report additions or reductions to inventory within 30 calendar days 
to the administrative County Office.  This may be completed by any of the following 
methods: 

 
• in person 
• telephone 
• fax 
• e-mail. 
• Box/OneSpan. 
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2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting (Continued) 
 

D Report of Additions or Reductions to Colony Inventory (Continued) 
 

Either the producer or County Office employee, dependent on the notification method 
chosen, will complete items 23 through 31 according to the following table. 

 
Item Part D – Additions/Reductions to Colony Inventory  
23 Enter the date colonies were added to or reduced from inventory. 

24 

Enter the number of colonies in inventory prior to the addition or reduction.  
 
Note: If this is the first report of change for the crop year, the number of colonies in 

inventory should be equal to the number of colonies reported in item 15.  For 
all subsequent reports, the number of colonies in inventory should be equal to 
the County Office calculated current inventory in item 30 for the previously 
reported additions/reductions. 

25 Enter the number of colonies added to inventory, if applicable. 

26 Indicate the reason for the addition to inventory by marking the appropriate box next 
to “purchased”, “split/nuc”, or “other”, if applicable.  

27 Enter the number of colonies reduced from inventory, if applicable.  

28 Indicate the reason for the reduction of inventory by marking the appropriate box 
next to “sold”, “CCD”, or “other”, if applicable.  

29 County Office will enter the date the producer reported the change of inventory to the 
FSA administrative County Office.   

30 
County Office will enter the current inventory by adding and/or subtracting the total 
number of colonies added or reduced from the prior reported inventory (Item 24 + 
Item 25 – Item 27). 

31 
At the end of the crop year for NAP or ELAP producers, the County Office will enter 
the highest number of colonies reported at any time from all reports, including any 
continuation sheets, from item 30. 

 
Note: If additional space is needed for reporting changes to inventory during the crop year, 

use CCC-771A.  
 
If a report of increases and/or decreases is submitted more than 30 calendar days after the 
change occurred, the producer or County Office must update the CCC-771 or CCC-771A 
accordingly.  COC or STC will refer to the appropriate program policy for determining 
whether any adjustments to an application for payment should be made. 
 
After each report of change to inventory, the County Office must issue a Receipt for Service 
according to 1-RFS. 
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2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting (Continued) 
 

E Report of Movement/Relocation of Colony Inventory 
 

Producers are required to report movement of inventory into or outside the administrative 
county within 30 calendar days.  This may be completed by any of the following methods: 

 
• in person 
• telephone 
• fax 
• e-mail 
• Box/OneSpan. 

 
Either the producer or County Office employee, dependent on the notification method 
chosen, will complete CCC-771 items 32 through 38 according to the following table. 

 
 

Item 
Part E - Colonies Moved/Relocated  

Inside or Outside the Administrative County 
32 Enter the date the colonies were moved/relocated. 
33 Enter the number of colonies moved/relocated. 
34 Enter the State where colonies were located before being moved/relocated. 
35 Enter the county where colonies were located before being moved/relocated. 
36 Enter the State where colonies are currently located. 
37 Enter the county where colonies are currently located. 
38 County Office will enter the date the producer reported the movement/relocation 

to the FSA administrative County Office.  
 

Note: If additional space is needed for reporting changes to inventory during the crop year, 
use CCC-771A.  

  
If a report of movement/relocation is submitted more than 30 calendar days after the change 
occurred, the producer or County Office must update the CCC-771 or CCC-771A 
accordingly.  COC or STC will refer to the appropriate program policy for determining 
whether any adjustments to an application for payment should be made. 
 
After each report of change to honeybee location, the County Office must issue a Receipt for 
Service according to 1-RFS. 
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Notice CP-776 
 

2  Updated Policy and Procedure for Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting (Continued) 
 
F Final Certification 

 
The producer must certify at the end of the crop year that all changes reflected on the 
CCC--771 parts D and E are correct by signing part F.  This may be completed at any time 
the producer determines that no further changes to inventory are expected for the crop year, 
but no later than January 2 of the subsequent crop year.  

 
If a producer did not report any changes or movement of inventory, the final certification is 
not required.  

 
If incorrect information was entered by an FSA representative on the CCC-771 or on the 
FSA-578, follow 2-CP for making a correction. 

 
Immediately upon receipt of the final certification, the County Office will update the 
automated FSA-578 in CARS with the highest number of colonies from item 31 on the 
CCC-771 or CCC-771A. 

 
County Offices will refer to the applicable program policy for guidance if a final certification 
is not completed, which may affect eligibility for benefits.  
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Notice CP-776 
 
3 Action 
 

A State Office Action 
 

State Offices will: 
 

• ensure County Offices are immediately informed of and follow the contents of this notice 
 

• direct questions to the appropriate contact within the Safety Net Division according to this 
table.  

 
IF the question is about… THEN contact… 
honeybee colony reporting policy Helen Mathew at Helen.Mathew@usda.gov.  
CCC-771, CCC-771A, or instructions Amanda Cook at Amanda.Cook@usda.gov. 

 
B County Office Action 

 
County Offices will: 

 
• begin using the CCC-771 for all honeybee colony reporting for crop year 2024 

 
• ensure that a Receipt for Service is issued for all reports of colony inventory changes or 

colony location according to this notice 
 

• contact producers with a 2024 inventory report already on file to inform them of these 
changes. 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form 
 

A Instructions for Completing CCC-771 
 

Complete CCC-771 according to this table. 
 

Item Instructions 
1-4B FSA use only. 

5 Enter the honeybee producer’s name (person or legal entity). 
6A Enter the producer’s address line 1. 
6B Enter the producer’s address line 2, if applicable. 
6C Enter the producer’s city. 
6D Enter the producers State abbreviation code. 
6E Enter the producer’s ZIP code. 
7 Enter any applicable data for the producer’s address information line. 
8 Enter the producer’s primary telephone number and select if it is a home or cell 

number. 
9 Enter the producer’s secondary telephone number and select if it is a home or cell 

number. 
10 Enter the producer’s e-mail address. 
11 Enter FSA farm number where producer’s operation is located. 

 
Note: The farm number is assigned by FSA when the farm is created.  If the 

producer does not know their farm number, contact the producer’s local 
FSA office for assistance. 

12 Enter the tract number where producer’s operation is located. 
 
Note: The tract number is assigned by FSA when the farm is created.  If the 

producer does not know their farm number, contact the producer’s local 
FSA office for assistance. 

13 Indicate if the producer has NAP coverage by checking “YES” or “NO”. 
 
Note: A producer has NAP coverage if a CCC-471 is filed requesting coverage, or 

if a CCC-860 is filed and the producer has not opted out of NAP coverage in 
part E of the form.  

14 Enter the NAP unit number for the number of colonies being reported in Item 15.  If 
the producer is not a NAP participant, enter “N/A”. 
 
Note: The NAP unit number is assigned by FSA.  If the producer does not know 

their unit number(s), contact the producer’s local FSA office for assistance. 
15 Enter the number of colonies being reported. 
16 Enter the date of the most recent inventory recorded by the producer in Item 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11-17-23  Page 1 



       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

A Instructions for Completing CCC-771 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
17 Enter the State of the physical location where the colonies in Item 15 are located on 

the date entered in Item 16. 
18 Enter the county of the physical location where the colonies in Item 15 are located 

on the date entered in Item 16. 
19 Enter the producer’s share of the colonies identified in Item 15. 

20A Enter the name of the additional producer associated with the unit, if applicable. 
20B Enter the additional producer’s share of the colonies identified in Item 15, if 

applicable. 
21A Enter the name of the additional producer associated with the unit, if applicable 
21B Enter the additional producer’s share of the colonies identified in Item 15, if 

applicable. 
22A Producer or representative of producer will sign certifying to information provided 

in Parts A-C. 
 
Note: Producers must have valid signature authority documents on file with their 

local FSA office to allow representatives to sign this document. 
 
Examples of Representative Signature 
Name on Document Acceptable Signature 
Smith Bros. Inc. by John H. Smith 
Estate of John H. Smith by Joseph Smith 

 

22B Signatory in Item 22A will enter their title/relationship when signing in the 
representative capacity. 
 
If a producer and/or applicant is not signing in the representative capacity, this field 
will be left blank.  If a producer/applicant is signing on behalf of themselves, it is 
acceptable to write “self”; however, it is not necessary. 
 
Note: Producers must have valid signature authority documents on file with their 

local FSA Office to allow representatives to sign this document. 
 
Examples of Representative Signature 
Name on Document Acceptable 

Signature 
Acceptable 
Title/Relationship 

Smith Bros. Inc. by John H. Smith Owner 
Estate of John H. 
Smith 

by Joseph Smith Executor of Estate of 
John H. Smith 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

A Instructions for Completing CCC-771 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
22C Producer or producer’s representative enters date they are signing the certification of 

the information provided in Parts A-C. 
23 Enter the date colonies were added to or reduced from inventory. 

 
Note: If additional space is needed, complete CCC-771A.  See subparagraph C. 

24 Enter number of colonies in inventory prior to the addition or reduction.  
 
Note: If this is the first report of change for the crop year, the number of colonies 

in inventory should be equal to the number of colonies reported in Item 15.  
For all subsequent reports, the number of colonies in inventory should be 
equal to the County Office calculated current inventory in Item 30 for the 
previously reported additions/reductions. 

25 Enter the number of colonies added to inventory, if applicable. 
26 Indicate the reason for the addition to inventory by checking the appropriate box 

next to “purchased”, “split/nuc”, or “other” if there is an entry in Item 25  
27 Enter the number of colonies reduced from inventory, if applicable.  
28 Indicate the reason for the reduction of inventory by checking the appropriate box 

next to “sold”, “CCD”, or “other”, if there is an entry in Item 27.  
29-31 FSA use only. 

32 Enter the date the colonies were moved/relocated. 
33 Enter the number of colonies moved/relocated. 
34 Enter the State where colonies were located prior to being moved/relocated. 
35 Enter the county where colonies were located prior to being moved/relocated. 
36 Enter State where colonies are currently located. 
37 Enter county where colonies are currently located. 
38 FSA use only. 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

A Instructions for Completing CCC-771 (Continued) 
 

Item Instructions 
39A Producer or representative of producer will sign certifying to information provided 

in Parts D-E.  
 
Note: This will be the final certification for the year attesting that the items 

recorded in Parts D-E made throughout the year are valid.  If no changes 
were reported for the year, this certification signature is not required. 

 
If you are mailing or faxing this form, print the form and manually enter your 
signature.  If this form is approved for electronic transmission and you have 
established credentials with USDA to submit forms electronically, use the buttons 
provided on the form for transmitting the form to the USDA servicing office. 
 
Note: Producers must have valid signature authority documents on file with their 

local FSA office to allow representatives to sign this document. 
 
Examples of Representative Signatures 
Name on Document Acceptable Signature 
Smith Bros. Inc. by John H. Smith 
Estate of John H. Smith by Joseph Smith 

 

39B Signatory in Item 38 will enter their title/relationship when signing in the 
representative capacity. 
 
If a producer and/or applicant is not signing in the representative capacity, this field 
will be left blank.  If a producer/applicant is signing on behalf of themselves, it is 
acceptable to write “self”; however, it is not necessary. 
 
Note: Producers must have valid signature authority documents on file with their 

local FSA office to allow representatives to sign this document. 
 
Examples of Representative Signatures 
 
Name on Document 

 
Acceptable Signature 

Acceptable 
Title/Relationship 

Smith Bros. Inc by John H Smith Owner 
Estate of John H Smith by Joseph Smith Executor of Estate of 

John H Smith 
 

39C Producer or producer’s representative enters date they signed certifying that the 
information provided in Parts E-F is correct. 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

B Example of CCC-771 
 

The following is an example of CC-771. 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

B Example of CCC-771 (Continued) 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

B Example of CCC-771 (Continued) 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

B Example of CCC-771 (Continued) 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

C Example of CCC-771A  
 

The following is an example of CCC-771A.   
 
Honeybee producers will complete the continuation sheet if they need additional space to report 
changes to honeybee colony inventory or movement/relocation of colonies throughout the crop 
year. 
 
The completed continuation sheet should be submitted and accompanied by a CCC-771. 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

C Example of CCC-771A (Continued) 
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       Notice CP-776 Exhibit 1 
 
CCC-771, Honeybee Colony Inventory Reporting Form (Continued) 
 

C Example of CCC-771A (Continued) 
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