
Notice CRP-378
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  State Offices

Reviewing and Recommending Applications for Biomass Pilot Projects
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A
Background The FY 2000 Agricultural Appropriations Act, Section 769, further amended the

Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, and authorized not more than 6 pilot
projects, no more than 1 of which may be in any State, under which land enrolled
in CRP may be harvested for biomass to be used for energy production.

A Federal Register notice:

& was issued on October 20, 2000
& is in Exhibit 1.  

The Federal Register notice provides the opportunity for those interested in
conducting pilot projects of the harvest of biomass from land enrolled in CRP for
energy production to submit an application for consideration to State FSA Office,
Attention: SED, in the State that the pilot project will be conducted.

Based on the criteria provided in this notice, State FSA Committees, in
consultation with NRCS and the State Technical Committee, shall make
recommendations to a National level interagency technical group regarding all
timely filed applications. 

Based on recommendations from State FSA Committees and the National level
interagency technical group, certain pilot projects, not to exceed 6, may be
approved by DAFP.

Continued on the next page

Disposal Date Distribution

March 1, 2001 State Offices; State Offices relay to NRCS State
Offices
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1 Overview (Continued) 

B
Purpose This notice provides:

& definitions applicable to pilot projects

& a summary of the FY 2000 Agricultural Appropriations Act, Section 769 

& instructions and criteria in the review of pilot projects

& information on biomass pilot projects’ affect on payment reductions and 
research projects

& deadlines for timely filed applications and making recommendations to the
National level interagency group.

C
Definitions for
Biomass Pilot
Projects

The following definitions are applicable to applications in conducting a pilot
project for the harvest of biomass to be used for energy production on land
enrolled in CRP.

Biomass means any vegetative cover that is an approved cover for use in CRP.

Harvest means the cutting of the biomass cover regardless of removal or use.

Crop reporting district means those areas defined as NASS Crop Reporting
Districts.
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2 The FY 2000 Agricultural Appropriations Act, Section 769

A
Summary The FY 2000 Agricultural Appropriations Act, Section 769, authorized not more

than 6 pilot projects, no more than 1 of which may be in any State for the harvest
of biomass from land enrolled in CRP for use in energy production, provided: 

& no acreage subject to CRP-1 may be harvested more than once every other
year 

& not more than 25 percent of the total acreage enrolled in CRP, in any crop
reporting district, is harvested in any 1 year 

Note: NASS Crop Reporting Districts will be used for this provision.  See
Exhibit 1, page 9.  A color map of the NASS Crop Reporting Districts
is also available on the Internet at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/colornassmap.pdf.

& no portion of the biomass harvested from CRP acreage is used for any
commercial purpose other than energy production from biomass

& no wetland, or acreage of any type enrolled in a partial field conservation
practice, is harvested

& CRP participants agree to a payment reduction for the acreage harvested.

The total acres for all of the projects shall not exceed 250,000 acres.

3 Reviewing Pilot Projects

A
Criteria for Pilot Applications for pilot projects must provide, at a minimum, all of the following
Projects information:

& proposed pilot project general information, including all of the following:

& project name
& project location (State and counties)
& project size (total acres) and extent, including a map
& physical features, including soil geology, plant, and animal resources
& distance to biomass facility

Continued on the next page
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3 Reviewing Pilot Projects (Continued)

A
Criteria for Pilot
Projects
(Continued)

& biomass facility information, including all of the following:

& name
& location
& logistical information, such as bridges, roads, railways, etc.

& project area description, including all of the following:
 

& specific type or types and variety of cover to be harvested for the project

& assurances to ensure that all harvesting limitations will not be exceeded

& assurances that the cover will be reseeded, if applicable, after harvest

& how the harvested material will be transported to the energy production
facility

& an estimate of the time needed from the planting of biomass cover, to the
first harvest, and to the use of harvested material as energy production

& a detailed statement of budgetary outlays for all participants on the
proposed project

& an environmental social, economic, and environmental justice analysis of
the impact of the planting and harvesting and proposed use of the biomass
material on erosion control, wildlife and wildlife habitat, water quality, and
air quality

& a detailed statement of the expected results of the project

& how the applicant will provide for protection of cultural resources present
on the acreage in the project area

& a list of all environmental permits needed to conduct the proposed project
and how and when the permits will be obtained

& a detailed statement of the goals, including expected completion dates, of
the project

& a detailed statement outlining the monitoring process of the project,
including who will conduct the monitoring process

Continued on the next page



Notice CRP-378

10-20-00 Page 5

3 Reviewing Pilot Projects (Continued)

A
Criteria for Pilot
Projects
(Continued)

& an analysis of the impact the project may have on regional and local
economies, including if the producer participating in the project will receive
any compensation, monetary or otherwise, from the harvested biomass  

& a description of what, if any, public input or comments were elicited or
obtained about the proposed project

& energy use information, including all of the following:

& the type of energy proposed to be produced from the biomass

& how the biomass will be used for energy production, including a
comparative analysis of the current energy source and proposed biomass
energy source

& how and what time of year the biomass is proposed to be harvested

& an estimate of the amount of material that must be harvested to meet the
pilot project’s goals.

B
Other
Requirements

Pilot projects must be for a minimum period of 10 years.  

The total acres per project shall not exceed 50,000 acres.

Exception: DAFP may approve pilot projects that include more than 
50,000 acres if the documentation submitted with the application
provides quantifiable justification for the additional acres and State
FSA Committee recommends approval of the pilot project.

CRP participants shall not convert existing approved cover to a different cover to
become eligible to participate in approved biomass pilot projects.  

Exception: CRP participants with existing approved cover of a monoculture
may convert to the approved biomass cover if NRCS determines
that this cover will control erosion at the same or greater level as
the existing cover.  No C/S shall be paid to convert the cover. 

Continued on the next page
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3 Reviewing Pilot Projects (Continued)

B
Other
Requirements
(Continued)

No acreage enrolled in CRP shall be harvested more than once every other year. 
Not more than 25 percent of the total acreage enrolled in CRP, in the applicable
NASS Crop Reporting District, shall be harvested in any 1 year.  No portion of the
harvested crop shall be used for any purpose other than energy production from
biomass.  

The following land shall not be eligible to participate under a biomass pilot project: 

& devoted to field windbreaks, waterways, shallow water areas for wildlife,
contour grass trips, shelter belts, living snow fences, permanent vegetation to
reduce salinity, salt tolerant vegetative cover, filter strips, riparian buffers,
wetland restoration, and cross wind trap strips

& within an approved public wellhead protection area not to exceed a radius of
2,000 feet from an approved public wellhead

& with an erodibility index of more than 15

& within 1,000 feet of a stream or other waterbody

& considered a wetland under 7 CFR part 12.

4 Payment Reduction and Compensation for Harvesting Biomass

A
Payment
Reductions

CRP participants who elect to participate in approved biomass pilot projects must
agree to a 25 percent reduction in the CRP annual rental payment for each year in
which the acreage is harvested.  The payment reduction will apply only:

& to the acres harvested 
& in the FY in which the acreage is harvested.

No acreage subject to CRP-1 may be harvested more than once every other FY. 
No more than 25 percent of the total acreage enrolled in CRP, in any NASS Crop
Reporting District, shall be harvested in any 1 year.

Important: No portion of the biomass harvested from CRP shall be used for
any commercial purpose other than energy production from
biomass.

Continued on the next page
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4 Payment Reduction and Compensation for Harvesting Biomass (Continued)

B
Compensation
for Harvesting
Biomass

Participants who elect to participate in approved biomass pilot projects may
receive compensation, monetary or otherwise, for the harvested biomass from the
approved project sponsor provided the harvested production is used for energy
production.

5 Research Projects and Biomass Pilot Projects

A
Acre-for-Acre
Reduction

2-CRP, paragraphs 238 and 239, provide State FSA Committees authority to
approve up to 5 research projects, not to exceed 640 acres per project for a total
of 3,200 acres (5 x 640 = 3,200).  Acres approved for a biomass pilot project will
reduce the amount of acres available for research projects on an acre-for-acre
basis.

Example: A State currently has 3 approved research projects for a total of 
1,800 acres.  A biomass pilot project is approved in the State for a 
total of 3,000 acres.  The research projects must be terminated on
1,600 acres. 

6 Deadlines

A
Deadline for
Submitting
Applications to
FSA State Office

Applications for conducting pilot projects of the harvest of biomass from land
enrolled in CRP for energy production must be postmarked on or before 
December 19, 2000.

All applications received with a postmark on or before the December 19, 2000,
deadline will be reviewed.  All applications received with a postmark after
December 19, 2000, will not be considered.

B
Deadline for
Submitting
Recommendations
to DAFP

State FSA Committees, in consultation with NRCS and the State Technical
Committee, must submit recommendations for all timely filed applications by 
January 18, 2001.  

Recommendations shall be submitted to DAFP through Director, CEPD.  Negative
reports are required.
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7 Action

A
State FSA Office
Action

State FSA Offices shall take action according to this table.

Step Action

1 Provide a copy of this notice to NRCS State Office and State Technical Committee.

2 Set a date to review all timely filed applications with NRCS and State Technical Committee. 
See applicable deadlines in paragraph 6.

3 In consultation with NRCS and State Technical Committee:

& review all timely filed applications to ensure that the minimum criteria provided in
paragraph 3 is met

Important: Minimum criteria provided in paragraph 3 must be met.  Any
recommendation for approval of application that does not meet the
minimum criteria must include a detailed justifiable basis for this
recommendation.

& recommend approval or disapproval of all timely filed applications to DAFP by 
January 18, 2001.

& if more than 1 timely filed application is recommended for approval, rank the applications
in priority order to be approved.

4 Submit all of the following to DAFP through Director, CEPD:

& summary of review of each timely filed application, including State FSA Committee
narrative indicating basis for approval or disapproval recommendation

& ranking of applications recommended for approval in priority order, including narrative
indicating basis for ranking

& all written comments from NRCS and State Technical Committee about the review and
ranking of applications.

Important: Original applications must be submitted to DAFP.  FSA State Offices shall
retain a copy of all applications received.
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