
Notice CRP-431
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  State Offices and Service Centers

Additional Period to Provide Tree Thinning Contract Extension
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A Background

CRP participants with practice CP11, Trees Already Established, who offered to thin existing
stands of trees or to thin existing stands and create and maintain open areas, were:

� provided an option to extend their CRP-1 for 3 years with no overall additional outlays
� allowed up to 6 years from the effective date of CRP-1 to complete the required activity.

Note: Signup for this extension ended September 1, 2000.

Some producers chose not to extend the expiration date but did not complete the thinning process
within 3 years from the effective date of their CRP-1.  Reports from some State foresters and
producers suggest difficulties in completing the thinning process due, in part, to:

� a lack of available contractors
� trees being too small to harvest because of drought conditions
� adverse market conditions.

During CRP signups 15, 16, 18, and 20, certain CRP participants with practice CP11 agreed to
complete either of the following actions within 3 years of the CRP-1 effective date:

� thin existing tree stands

� thin existing tree stands and create and maintain open areas of native herbaceous and/or shrub
plantings best suited for wildlife on 15 to 20 percent of the acreage.

Note: In doing so, participants received higher environmental benefits index points for wildlife
habitat.

Disposal Date

January 1, 2004

Distribution

State Offices; State Offices relay to Service Centers
and NRCS State Offices
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1 Overview (Continued)

A Background (Continued)

CRP participants with practice CP11 who offered to thin existing stands of trees or to thin
existing stands and create and maintain open areas or requested and were denied an extension of
time to thin existing stands or to thin existing stands and create and maintain open areas, will be
allowed up to 6 years from the effective date of CRP-1 to complete the required activity provided
they agree to extend CRP-1 for 3 years with no overall additional outlays.  Eligible participants
may also elect to terminate all or part of the acreage under CRP-1 without refund of annual rental
payments.

CRP participants electing to use the options provided in this notice must do so by COB
September 1, 2003.

B Purpose

This notice provides:

� policy concerning modifying certain CRP-1’s to extend the expiration date for 3 years

� policy concerning terminating certain CRP-1’s without refund of payments

� a copy of CRP-1H Addendum (Exhibit 1)

� a copy of a letter to participants with acreage enrolled in signup 15, 16, 18, or 20 devoted to
practice CP11 who agreed to either or both of the following:

� thin existing tree stands
� create and maintain open areas for wildlife (Exhibit 2).
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2 Options

A Participant Options

Participants, who agreed to thin existing tree stands or thin existing tree stands and create and
maintain open areas of native herbaceous and/or shrub plantings best suited for wildlife on 15 to
20 percent of the acreage within 3 years of the CRP-1 effective date, may do 1 of the following:

� continue with CRP-1 as offered

� terminate all or part of CRP-1 without refund of any payments or assessment of liquidated
damages

Note: See paragraph 3.

� modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for an additional 3 years, without overall
additional outlays, to:

� complete the required thinning activity

� as appropriate, modify the conservation plan to ensure that applicable operations and
maintenance requirements are extended.

Note: Remaining annual payments will be prorated over the extended period.  See
paragraph 4.

3 Termination Policy

A Terminating All or Part of CRP-1

Participants, who agreed to thin existing tree stands or thin existing tree stands and create and
maintain open areas of native herbaceous and/or shrub plantings best suited for wildlife on 15 to
20 percent of the acreage within 3 years of the CRP-1 effective date, may terminate all or part of
CRP-1 according to this paragraph without refund of any payments or assessment of liquidated
damages, if both of the following are met:

� thinning activity has not been completed

Important: Participants who have completed the thinning requirements are not
eligible for this CRP-1 termination option.

� all signatories to CRP-1 request in writing to terminate CRP-1 by COB September 1, 2003.

Acreage termination is irrevocable.  Acreage terminated shall not be reinstated.
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3 Termination Policy (Continued)

A Terminating All or Part of CRP-1 (Continued)

Eligible participants who elect to terminate CRP-1 must terminate all acreage devoted to practice
CP11.  Further, participants may terminate all or part of the acreage devoted to other practices on
the same CRP-1 without refund of any payments or assessment of liquidated damages provided
all acreage devoted to practice CP11 is terminated.  Termination of any acreage devoted to other
practices without termination of all acreage devoted to practice CP11 shall be handled according
to 2-CRP, paragraph 288, with full refund of all payments, plus interest, and liquidated damages.

Example: In signup 15, Mary Brown offered 50 acres of existing trees (practice CP11) and
40 acres to be devoted to an approved native grass mix (practice CP2).  To increase
the probability of acceptance of the offer and to enhance wildlife habitat, she offered to
thin the existing tree stand and create and maintain 15 percent openings for wildlife
within 3 years of the CRP-1 effective date.  Her signup 15 contract was approved with
an effective date of October 1, 1997.  Ms. Brown has not completed the required
thinning.  Ms. Brown may terminate, without refund of any payments or assessment of
liquidated damages, 1 of the following:

� all the acreage under CRP-1

� all the acreage devoted to practice CP11 only

� all the acreage devoted to practice CP11 and part of the acreage devoted to
practice CP2.

Termination of all or part of the acreage devoted to practice CP2 without termination
of all acreage devoted to practice CP11 shall be processed according to 2-CRP,
paragraph 288, with full refund of all payments, plus interest, and liquidated damages.

Note: COC shall terminate eligible acreage immediately after all signatures are obtained.

4 CRP-1 Extension for Tree Thinning

A Additional 3 Years to Complete Tree Thinning

Signup 15, 16, 18, and 20 participants, who agreed to thin existing tree stands or thin existing tree
stands and create and maintain open areas of native herbaceous and/or shrub plantings best suited
for wildlife on 15 to 20 percent of the acreage within 3 years of the CRP-1 effective date, shall be
provided an additional 3 years (6 years from the CRP-1 effective date) to complete the required
thinning activity if both of the following are met:

� the land and participant are eligible according to subparagraph B
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4 CRP-1 Extension for Tree Thinning (Continued)

A Additional 3 Years to Complete Tree Thinning (Continued)

� all signatories to CRP-1 agree to modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for 3 years by
signing CRP-1H Addendum (subparagraph D).

Important: Participants must forego the annual rental payment for the affected acreage the
year in which the thinning activity is conducted.  See 2-CRP, subparagraph 241 B.

B Eligible Land and Participants

Only signup 15, 16, 18, and 20 participants, who agreed to thin existing tree stands or thin
existing tree stands and create and maintain open areas of native herbaceous and/or shrub
plantings best suited for wildlife on 15 to 20 percent of the acreage within 3 years of the CRP-1
effective date, may modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for 3 years.

Important: CRP-1 extensions are not authorized for acreage devoted to practice CP11 where
no thinning or open areas were offered.

Participants who agree to modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for 3 years shall be
provided an additional 3 years to complete the required thinning activity.  The tree thinning
and/or creation of open areas must be completed within 6 years of the CRP-1 effective date.

C Previously Denied Requests

Those producers who previously requested an extension of time through DAFP, were denied, and
the contract acreage terminated may request the contract to be reinstated provided an extension
of time is approved according to the provisions of this notice and the cover remains undisturbed
according to contractual requirements.

COC’s that approve an extension of time of contract acreage previously terminated shall reinstate
CRP-1.

Important: CRP-1 extensions are not authorized for acreage devoted to practice CP11 where
no thinning or open areas were offered.

Participants who agree to modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for 3 years shall be
provided an additional 3 years to complete the required thinning activity.  The tree thinning
and/or creation of open areas must be completed within 6 years of the CRP-1 effective date.
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4 CRP-1 Extension for Tree Thinning (Continued)

D CRP-1H Addendum

All eligible participants who elect to modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for 3 years must
complete CRP-1H Addendum (Exhibit 1) by COB September 1, 2003.

Important: All signatories to CRP-1 must sign CRP-1H Addendum.

Eligible participants may sign CRP-1H Addendum anytime after receipt of this notice.  All eligible
signed CRP-1H Addendums and revised CRP-1’s will become effective October 1, 2003.

Important: COC, or designee, shall not approve CRP-1H Addendum until after
October 1, 2003.  CRP-1H Addendum will be effective October 1, 2003,
regardless of the COC approval date.

Note: CRP participants with effective CRP-1H Addendums must complete the required tree
thinning and/or creation of open areas within 6 years of the CRP-1 effective date, that is,
1 of the following:

� October 1, 1997, or October 1, 1998, for signup 15

� October 1, 1998, or the first day of the month following the month COC approves
CRP-1, for signup 16

� October 1, 1999, for signup 18

� October 1, 2000, for signup 20.

Note: COC shall terminate CRP-1 with refund of all payments, plus interest, if required
thinning and/or creation of open areas is not completed within 6 years of the
CRP-1 effective date.

E Revising Conservation Plans

The conservation plan must be modified as follows:

� by extending all practice lifespans on CRP-1 for 3 years for a total of 13 years

� by modifying applicable operations and maintenance requirements to include the full 13 years
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4 CRP-1 Extension for Tree Thinning (Continued)

E Revising Conservation Plans (Continued)

� by providing an additional 3 years to thin existing trees and/or create open areas.

Note: Pen and ink changes may be made to revise dates.

Additional cost-share for plans revised according to this notice is not authorized.

F Prorating Annual Rental Payment

CRP participants who request to modify CRP-1 to extend the expiration date for 3 years are not
eligible for an increase in the total payments for the CRP-1 period.  However, beginning with the
annual rental payment scheduled to be made after October 1, 2003, the remaining annual rental
payments will be prorated to provide a payment each year of CRP-1, including the 3-year
extension.

Examples: A CRP participant enrolled acreage in CRP signup 15 with a contract effective
date of October 1, 1997, and an expiration date of September 30, 2007.  The
participant filed CRP-1H Addendum on July 18, 2003, to extend the expiration
date of CRP-1 to September 30, 2010.  Before modifying to extend the expiration
date, the estimated annual rental payment for the period October 1, 2003, through
September 30, 2007, was $2,000.  Therefore, a total of $8,000 is scheduled to be
paid for the remainder of CRP-1.  Beginning with the modification to extend the
expiration date, the participant will receive a prorated annual rental payment of
$1,142.86 ($8,000 divided by 7) for the remaining 7 years of CRP-1.  Therefore,
the annual rental payments scheduled to be made after October 1, 2004, will be
$1,142.86 ($1,143).

A CRP participant enrolled acreage in CRP signup 18 with a contract effective
date of October 1, 1999, and an expiration date of September 30, 2009.  The
participant filed CRP-1H Addendum on September 10, 2003, to modify CRP-1
and extend the expiration date to September 30, 2012.  Before modifying to
extend the expiration date, the estimated annual rental payment for the period
October 1, 2003, through September 30, 2009, was $4,860.  Four annual rental
payments of $4,860 will have been issued before the effective date of the
modification to extend the expiration date.  Therefore, a total of $29,160 is
scheduled to be paid for the remainder of CRP-1.  Beginning with the modification
to extend the expiration date, the participant will receive a prorated annual rental
payment of $3,240 ($29,160 divided by 9) for the remaining 9 years of CRP-1. 
Therefore, the annual rental payments scheduled to be made after October 1, 2004,
will be $3,240.
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5 Action

A State Office Action

State Offices shall take action according to this table.

Step Action

1 Download the letter (Exhibit 2), which shall be signed by CED.

Note: This letter will be posted on the State Office CEPD Information Center website
at http://dc.ffasintranet.usda.gov/dafp/cepdsto.htm with the file name “Sample
Tree Thinning Letter - CRP Extension”.

2 Reproduce and distribute the letter to Service Centers with this notice.

3 Ensure that Service Centers mail the letter to all applicable CRP participants.

4 Provide a copy of this notice and the letter to the NRCS State Office and State Forester. 

B Service Center Action

Service Centers shall take action according to this table.

Step Action

1 Mail the letter to all applicable CRP participants by May 9, 2003.

Note: CED’s shall sign the letter.

2 Provide a copy of this notice to the local NRCS office and Service Forester.

3 Locally reproduce CRP-1H Addendum.

4 Update System 36 software to reflect the 3-year modification to extend CRP-1.  Do not
update System 36 software until after October 1, 2003.  System 36 updates must be
completed by December 31, 2003.

5 File a copy of the letter and approved CRP-1H Addendums in the participant’s CRP
folder.

6 Take immediate action on requests to terminate acreage.

C NRCS National Office Concurrence

NRCS has concurred with this notice.

D FS National Office Concurrence

FS has concurred with this notice.
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CRP-1H Addendum, CRP-1 Modification to Extend the Expiration Date for 3 Years

A Completing CRP-1H Addendum

Complete CRP-1H Addendum according to the following instructions.

Item Instructions

1 Enter the State and county codes.

2 Enter the CRP-1 number.

3 Enter the farm number.

4 Enter the revised annual rental payment by dividing the total remaining payments at the time
CRP-1H Addendum is effective by the remaining years of CRP-l.

Example: Mary Brown’s CRP-1 number 10 was for a total of 90 acres with an annual rental rate
per acre of $54.  The total annual contract payment was $4,860.  Because 4 annual rental
payments will be made before CRP-1H Addendum is effective, the total remaining
payments are $29,160 ($4,860 x 6).  Therefore, the revised annual contract payment for
CRP-1 is calculated by dividing the total remaining payments at the time CRP-1H
Addendum is effective by the remaining years of CRP-1 ($29,160 divided by 9), or
$3,240.  The Service Center shall enter $3,240 in CRP-1H Addendum, item 4.

5 Enter the new contract period.  The beginning date of the new contract period must reflect the original
CRP-1 effective date in CRP-1, item 9.

Example: Mary Brown’s original contract period on CRP-1 was 10 years beginning October 1,
1997, through September 30, 2007.  Mary Brown completed CRP-1H Addendum to
extend the expiration date for an additional 3 years.  The new contract period entered in
item 5 must include the 3-year extension.  The new contract period will be for a total of
13 years.  Service Centers shall enter the new contract period of October 1, 1997,
through September 30, 2010, in CRP-1H Addendum, item 5.

8 All participants shall sign and date.

9 COC, or designee, shall sign and date CRP-1H Addendum after the October 1, 2003, receipt of the
completed CRP-1H Addendum.

Note: Revised CRP-1’s will be effective October 1, 2003, regardless of the COC approval date.

10 Enter the Service Center’s name, address, and telephone number.
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CRP-1H Addendum, CRP-1 Modification to Extend the Expiration Date for 3 Years (Continued)

B Example of CRP-1H Addendum

The following is an example of CRP-1H Addendum.
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Copy of Letter

Dear ______________:

You recently enrolled an existing tree stand in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  As part of
your offer, you agreed, for the benefit of wildlife, to complete one or both of the following within
three years of the effective date of the CRP contract:

1. To thin the existing trees.

2. To create and maintain 15 to 20 percent openings of native herbaceous and/or shrub plantings
best suited for wildlife.

Some producers have experienced difficulty in locating contractors to perform the agreed upon
thinning.  Based on this difficulty, we have authorized relief.  Therefore, you may be eligible to:

1. Modify your existing CRP contract to extend the expiration date for 3 years and be allowed up to
6 years from the effective date of that CRP contract to complete the required thinning and/or
creation of open areas.  Your total overall CRP contract payment will not increase; however, the
total remaining payments will be prorated to provide a payment each year of the revised contract,
including the extended CRP contract period.

2. Terminate all or part of your CRP contract without refund of payments received.

3. Reinstate and modify previously denied requests and terminated contract acreage to extend the
expiration date for 3 years from the effective date of that CRP contract to complete the required
thinning and/or creation of open areas provided the cover remains undisturbed according to
contractual requirements.

You may continue your CRP contract with no modifications or extension of time to complete the
agreed upon thinning and/or creation of open areas for the benefit of wildlife.  No other relief is
authorized.

The request to modify your CRP contract to extend the expiration date or terminate all or part of the
acreage without refund of payments must be completed with all signatures by September 5, 2003.  If
approved, the CRP contract extension will become effective on October 1, 2003.

I encourage you to contact the Service Center to discuss the options available, answer any questions
you may have, and complete the necessary forms.

Sincerely,


