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1 Updates to CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands 
 

A Background 
 

On April 22, 2003, the Secretary announced a new bottomland tree practice under the continuous 
CRP.  The Secretary’s announcement specified the practice would be offered after the ending date 
for the general signup.  The practice has the potential to restore wetlands, enhance water quality, 
and sequester greenhouse gases. 
 
Since CP31 was announced, several comments have been received suggesting improvements 
which should increase participation and environmental benefits accrued. 
 
Some of these comments indicated that bottomland hardwoods have the potential to sequester 
significant amounts of greenhouse gases, and that emerging markets are developing for the 
trading of carbon emissions credits.  Sequestration of greenhouse gases and any emissions credits 
or other economic value derived from greenhouse gas credits are not claimed by CCC. 
 
Some are exploring options to provide producers an economic return on CRP acreage for these 
greenhouse gas credits.  These agreements would provide the producer the opportunity to 
increase their economic returns as long as they maintain the terms and conditions of the CRP 
contract.  Any agreements between these parties are strictly between the CRP participant and the 
company. 
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Notice CRP-496 
 

1 Updates to CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands (Continued) 
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice revises the CP31 practice specifications to include the planting of cottonwood species 
as a component of the practice.  Selection of cottonwood as a component must be silviculturally 
appropriate for the long-term health and production of the stand.  Hydrologic and soil 
characteristics must be appropriate for the planting of cottonwood species. 

 
Example: Participant A enrolls 100 acres as CP31 who, working with a State Forester, selects 

cottonwood and 3 other silviculturally appropriate hardwood species.  The 
cottonwoods are planted on 12’ x 12’ spacing and the other hardwoods are planted on 
12’ x 24’ spacing.  The plan calls for weed and insect control during year 1 and 
cottonwood thinning during year 15.  The cottonwood serves as a nurse crop for the 
other hardwood species in the neighboring rows.  In year 2, Participant A may be 
eligible to enter into an agreement with a carbon company where Participant A sells 
greenhouse gas credits provided the terms and conditions of the CRP contract are not 
impacted.  This agreement is solely between Participant A and the carbon company. 

 
The following diagram illustrates a typical cottonwood/other hardwood planting. 

 

 
 Cottonwood  12 foot x 12 foot spacing 

 
Other hardwood 12 foot x 24 foot spacing 

 
C Handbook Amendment 

 
A forthcoming amendment to 2-CRP will include the provisions of this notice. 

 
5-18-05      Page 2 



                   Notice CRP-496 Exhibit 1 
 
CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands 
 
 A Purpose 
 

The purpose of this practice is to establish and provide for the long-term viability of a bottomland 
hardwood stand of trees that will: 

 
• control sheet, rill, scour, and other erosion 
• reduce water, air, or land pollution 
• restore and enhance the natural and beneficial functions of wetlands 
• restore and connect wildlife habitat. 

 
 B Program Policy 
 

Apply this practice to eligible lands suitable for growing bottomland hardwood trees or adapted 
shrubs that will provide multipurpose forest and wildlife benefits. 
 
Note: Cottonwoods may be planted to enhance the viability of other hardwood trees (oaks, etc.) 

 
 C Eligibility 
 

To be eligible for cost share (C/S), this practice shall: 
 

• do either of the following: 
 

• reduce excessive erosion to an acceptable level and increase sediment trapping efficiencies 
 
• improve surface or ground water quality 

 
• reduce scour, gully, stream bank, sheet, or rill erosion 
 
• prevent excessive erosion from occurring 

 
• enhance food and cover for wildlife 

 
• be maintained for the life of CRP-1 

 
• be included in the approved conservation plan 

 
• be within the recognized 100-year flood plain for a river or stream with permanent flow. 

 
Note: A wetland designation, if needed, must be made by NRCS. 
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                  Notice CRP-496            Exhibit 1 
 
CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands (Continued) 

 
 D C/S Policy 
 
 The following table provides C/S policies for this practice. 
 
IF the component is… AND the justification is… THEN C/S is… 
to establish a minimum of 3 different varieties 
of mast producing hardwood tree and shrub 
species 
 
Notes: The hardwood species may include 

cottonwoods planted between the rows 
of hardwood.  The cotton woods serve 
as a nurse crop for the other 
hardwoods and may be thinned after 
year 15 of the CRP contract. 

• to reduce erosion from wind or water 
 
• provide food and cover for 

waterfowl and other wildlife 
 
• improve surface or ground water 

quality 

to establish no more than 25 percent of the 
silviculturally appropriate softwood species, as 
determined by STC and determined 
appropriate by State Forester 

to enhance 1 of the following: 
 
• wetland development 
• wildlife habitat 
• hardwood stand health and vigor 

temporary cover • required in the practice specification 
 
• needed until required planting stock 

is available 
 
• needed because normal planting 

period for the species has passed 
 
• to establish a cover where a solid 

condition, such as chemical residue, 
will not immediately allow 
establishment of permanent cover 

seeding firebreaks, fuelbreaks, or firelanes to establish and maintain the cover 
according to State requirements 

herbicides or insecticides specified as necessary in the approved 
tree planting plan to establish the cover 

minerals or nutrients substantiated as needed by COC to 
establish the approved cover 

authorized. 

tree shelters, netting, plastic tubes, or other 
animal control devises 

approved by STC for the area and 
substantiated as needed by technician 
and COC to prevent damage from 
wildlife browsing 
 
Note: STC must designate areas 

where using such measures is 
warranted and cost-effective to 
protect seedlings. 

authorized not to exceed 
an average cost, as 
determined by STC. 
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       Notice CRP-496            Exhibit 1 
 
CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands (Continued) 

 
 D C/S Policy (Continued) 
 
IF the component is… AND the justification is… THEN C/S is… 
clean tiling for firebreaks, fuelbreaks, or firelanes 
fencing  
roads  
annual food plots  
to establish a hardwood 
tree species 

• for ornamental purposes 
 
• for Christmas trees 
 
• nursery tree production 
 
• production of commercial nuts, other than 

species customarily planted for forestry purposes 
herbicides or 
insecticides 

to maintain the vegetative cover including trees 

tree thinning  

not authorized. 

 
 E Requirements 
 

The following are requirements for this practice. 
 
• Approval must be obtained from the State Forester and State Wildlife Agency certifying that 

planting of cottonwood as a nurse crop is appropriate for the State. 
 

• Planting of cottonwood trees may only be for nurse trees in a pattern appropriate for that 
purpose. 

 
• Plantings must be protected from destructive fire and from grazing by domestic livestock for 

the life of CRP-1. 
 

• Chemicals used in performing the practice must be: 
 

• Federally, State, and locally registered 
 
• applied according to authorized uses, directions on the label, and other Federal and State 

policies and requirements. 
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       Notice CRP-496             Exhibit 1 
 
CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands (Continued) 
 
 F Planting 
 

Planting after CRP-1 is approved by COC shall be completed by the end of the next normal 
planting period, unless the producer can provide acceptable documentation that seed or tree stock 
is not available. 

 
 G Environmental Concerns 
 

Consider preserving and improving the environment and wildlife concerns when making 
determinations about: 

 
• types of plantings 
• spacing 
• water management structures 
• other practice specifications. 
 

 H Practice Maintenance 
 

The practice shall be maintained without additional C/S for the life of CRP-1. 
 
Tree thinning or harvest of cottonwood species may be permitted after year 9 of the CRP contract 
appropriate for the stand as determined by the State Forester.  The participant must file CRP-37 
and forego the annual rental payment for the harvested acreage the year in which the trees will be 
removed. 
 

 I Technical Responsibility 
 

NRCS, State Forester, or TSP shall have technical responsibility for this practice.  The State 
Forester has responsibility for determining if selection of a cottonwood species component is 
silviculturally appropriate. 
 

 J Practice Requirements 
 

In addition to the practice standards in NRCS FOTG, the following requirements apply. 
 

• The seeded area shall not be harvested or grazed by domestic livestock for the life of CRP-1. 
 

• Noxious weeds and other undesirable plants, insects, and pests shall be controlled, including 
such maintenance as necessary to avoid an adverse impact on surrounding lands. 

 
• The practice must be established and maintained according to the practice standards in FOTG. 
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       Notice CRP-496             Exhibit 1 
 
CP31, Bottomland Timber Establishment on Wetlands (Continued) 
 
 K Planting Timespan 
 

Planting or sowing of the approved permanent cover shall be completed within 12 months of the 
effective date of CRP-1.  See 2-CRP, paragraph 237, for exceptions. 
 

 L Natural Regeneration 
 

Natural regeneration by nuts or seed is not permitted under this practice. 
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