
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Voluntary Modification of CRP Contract for Critical Feed Use 
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 

 
1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 
On May 27, 2008, USDA announced that certain acreage enrolled in CRP would be available 
for hay and forage after the ending of the primary nesting season.  Beginning June 2, 2008, 
CRP participants may request to voluntarily modify CRP contracts for critical feed use, such 
as haying and grazing. 
 
Prices for most field crops have advanced to record or near record levels in recent months 
reflecting strong demand, tight supplies, and competition for acres.  The increased demand 
for commodities and resulting higher prices has impacted the livestock industry. 
 
The path of future crop prices is projected to moderate somewhat in the next year as 
production increases in the United States and globally.  However, assuming no global 
recession, demand is not expected to slow down noticeably.  
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice provides: 
   

• policy for contract modifications for critical feed use  
• software instructions for modifications to CRP contracts 
• CRP-1M Addendum, CRP-1 Modification to Allow Critical Feed Use (Exhibit 1). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
December 1, 2008 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County 
Offices and NRCS State Offices 
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2  Policy 
 
 A Voluntary Modification to the CRP Contract 
 

CRP participants may request a voluntary modification to the CRP contract, using 
CRP-1M Addendum to allow critical feed use, such as haying or grazing, of the CRP 
acreage.  See Exhibit 1 for CRP-1M Addendum. 

 
 B Eligible Producers 
 

CRP participants may use their CRP acreage for a critical feed use or may lease the privilege 
to any other individual. 

 
 C Eligible Acreage 
 

Acreage eligible for critical feed use includes acreage devoted to practices: 
 
• CP1, Establishment of Permanent Introduced Grasses and Legumes 
• CP2, Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses 
• CP4B, Permanent Wildlife Habitat – Corridors 
• CP4D,  Permanent Wildlife Habitat 
• CP10, Vegetative Cover – Grass - Already Established 
• CP18B, Establishment of Permanent Vegetation to Reduce Salinity  
• CP18C, Establishment of Permanent Salt Tolerant Vegetative Cover. 
 
Note: Acreage is eligible 12 months after the cover is fully established. 
 

D Ineligible Acreage 
 

Acreage ineligible for critical feed use includes acreage devoted to: 
 
• useful life easements  
• land within 120 feet of a stream or other permanent waterbody 
• any practice not listed in subparagraph C. 
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2  Policy (Continued) 
 

E Haying Provisions 
 
 CRP participants that modify the CRP contract to include haying as a critical feed use must: 

 
• remove all hay from CRP acreage before November 10, 2008 
 
• limit haying of CRP acreage to 1 cutting 
 
• not hay and graze the same acreage 
 
• leave at least 50 percent of each field unhayed 
 
• not conduct the haying activity during the primary nesting season 
 
• re-establish, at the participant's expense, any cover destroyed or damaged as a result of 

critical feed use. 
 
 F Grazing Provisions 
 

 CRP participants that modify the CRP contract to include grazing as a critical feed use must: 
 
• remove the livestock from the CRP acreage before November 10, 2008 

 
• not hay and graze the same acreage 

 
• leave at least 25 percent of each field ungrazed for wildlife or graze all of the CRP 

acreage at no more than 75 percent of the stocking rate, as determined by NRCS or TSP 
 

• not conduct the grazing activity during the primary nesting season 
 

• re-establish, at the participant's expense, any cover destroyed or damaged as a result of 
critical feed use.   
 

G Modified Conservation Plan 
 

CRP participants that request to hay or graze as a critical feed use must obtain a modified 
conservation plan from NRCS or TSP to provide for haying or grazing in a manner that is 
consistent with the conservation goals of CRP.   

 
H Administrative Fee 

 
Participants requesting to modify the CRP contract for critical feed use will be required to 
pay an administrative fee of $75 before COC approval of CRP-1M Addendum.  See 
subparagraph 3 F for application fee collection. 
 
No payment reduction will be assessed for any producer requesting to modify the CRP 
contract for critical feed use.    
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2  Policy (Continued) 

 
I Compliance Reviews/Spotchecks 

 
To ensure that CRP cover is not damaged, wildlife and associated habitat is protected, and 
participants are complying with the modified conservation plan for critical feed use, COC's 
shall conduct spot checks on at least 10 percent of CRP-1's, including CREP, approved for 
feed critical use. 
 

3  Software 
 

A Recording Critical Use Activity 
 
 County Offices shall record critical feed use activity through the System 36. 
 
B Main CRP Contract Selection Screen 
 
 This is an example of the main CRP selection menu.   
 

  
 

County Offices will select option 16, "Critical Use Activities", from the main CRP selection 
menu. 
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3  Software (Continued) 

 
C CRP Critical Use Activity Selection Screen 
 

This is an example of the Critical Use Menu.  From the Critical Use Menu, County Offices 
shall select option 1, "Update Critical Use Data".  

 

  
 
D CRP Contract Selection Screen 
 

This is an example of the CRP contract selection screen.  On this screen the user will enter 
the number of the CRP contract that is applying for critical use.   
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3  Software (Continued) 

 
E Critical Use Data Screen 
 

This is an example of the Critical Use Data Screen.  Information from the CRP contract will 
be displayed on the screen. 

 

  
 

County Offices shall enter the number of critical use acres, the date the application was 
submitted, the date the County Office approved the application, and the amount of the 
application fee collected in whole dollars. 
 
After all entries have been made, the County Office will print CRP-1M Addendum. 

 
F Application Fee Collection 
 

County Offices shall follow 3-FI, paragraph 62, to deposit collected fees.  This process will 
be automated in a future software release.  A future notice will provide instructions for the 
automated process. 
 

4  Action 
 

A County Office Action 
 

County Offices shall read and follow the provisions of this notice. 
 

B State Office Action 
 

State Offices shall ensure that County Offices follow instructions in this notice. 
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Example of CRP-1M Addendum, CRP-1 Modification to Allow Critical Feed Use 
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