
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
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1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 
General signup 41 is being developed to continue accepting offers of 
environmentally-sensitive acreage for new 10- to 15-year contracts to cost effectively enroll 
acreage for program year 2012. 
 
For signup 41, FSA will use the environmental benefits index (EBI) to rank offers for 
selection.  The Tool for Environmental Resource Results Assessment (TERRA) and 
Conservation Online System (COLS) are web-based EBI determination tools which must be 
used for general signup 41.  These tools will use similar databases (soils, conservation 
priority areas (CPA’s), zones, etc.) that were used for previous general signups. 
 

 B Setting Priorities 
 

 State and County Offices shall set workload priorities and plan office activities accordingly 
to ensure timely program implementation. 

 
C Purpose 
 
 This notice provides:  

 
 signature requirements and deadline for CRP-1’s 
 policy for approved conservation plans 
 other general information. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
February 1, 2012 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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2 Pre-Signup Activities for General Signup 41 
 

A Preparing for Signup 
 
 County Offices will use TERRA and COLS to process offers for general signup 41.  To assist 

State and County Offices in preparing for general signup 41, the following notices and 
pre-populated files have been provided: 

 
 Notice CRP-683 for updated CRP soils data 

 
 Notice CRP-684 for rainfall and climatic factors 

 
 CPA’s and conservation priority zone tables for signup 39 shall continue to be used for 

signup 41 
 

 look-up tables for EBI sub-factors N2b, N2c, and N5a, established for signup 39 shall 
continue to be used for signup 41. 

 
 B Running COLS Downloader After February 25, 2011 
 

Updates to COLS and the Soils Data Management System are ongoing and are expected to 
occur February 23 through February 25, 2011.  Therefore, County Offices must re-run the 
COLS downloader on or after February 25, 2011, and before March 4, 2011.  The COLS 
downloader must be re-run before creating offers scenarios in TERRA and processing offers 
in COLS on March 4, 2011. 
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2 Pre-Signup Activities for General Signup 41 (Continued) 
 

C Producer Notifications  
 

Letter notifications will be sent by the National Office the week of February 14, 2011, to all 
participants with general and continuous signup CRP-1’s scheduled to expire on 
September 30, 2011. 
 
Exhibit 1 provides an example of the coversheet for notification letters.  Exhibit 2 provides 
an example of the expiring general signup notification letter.  Exhibit 3 provides an example 
of the expiring continuous signup letter. 
 

3 Required Practice Information for Conservation Plan 
 
 A Job Sheets 
 

When developing the conservation plan, State Conservation Program Specialists must work 
with the NRCS State CRP Program Manager, State fish and game officials, and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service to update or develop job sheets by practice, to provide County Offices 
seeding practice requirements for all applicable practices, including the new pollinator 
practice. 

 
Note: It is possible that multiple job sheets could be needed if there is a variance because of 

soil properties, moisture regimes, etc., that would impact planting requirements. 
 

As part of these job sheets, State Offices shall request soil limitations for suitable vegetation 
by practice about the following that include, but is not limited to: 
 
 grasses 
 legumes 
 forbs 
 shrubs 
 trees. 

  
These tables must list the factors (salinity, water table, depth to bedrock, etc.) that would 
limit planting decisions or practice options for CRP. 

 
Example: Depth to bedrock may limit potential to plant CP3A, hardwood trees, on a site.  

County Office personnel must have soil limitation data to ensure that all practices 
listed with CRP offers have suitable soil types. 

 
  Note: Longleaf pine suitability index information is recorded in the CRP Soil Database 

automatically applied by the TERRA and COLS offer system.  
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3 Required Practice Information for Conservation Plan (Continued) 
 
 A Job Sheets (Continued) 
 
  These job sheets should include a minimum of the following: 
 

 seed bed and site preparation 
 timing of seeding or planting 
 fertilization requirements 
 weed control 
 varieties of seed or planting material 
 amount of seeding or planting 
 maintenance requirements for the practice 
 soil limitations 
 management measures by practice. 

 
 B Cost Estimates for Practices 
 

For the “new offer” COLS process, FSA established a cost for each practice to be used for 
the total estimated practice cost for each offer.  County Offices shall update or establish an 
estimated total C/S amount using flat rate C/S rates for components that accurately reflect the 
average per acre cost of installing the whole practice.  Do not use “not to exceed” rates when 
establishing this cost.  This cost data will be used in the COLS software. 
 

4 Conservation Plan Provisions for Signup 41 
 
 A Rescinding Interim Conservation Plan Provisions 
 

Interim conservation plans are not authorized for signup 41.  An approved conservation plan 
must be completed and signed before CRP-1 may be approved. 

 
B Conservation Plan Completion 

 
A conservation plan must be completed no later than August 15, 2011.  The NRCS National 
Office has agreed with this deadline. 

 
  Notes: Participants must be notified that starting a practice before approval of CRP-1 is at 

their own risk.  C/S will only be paid for those eligible costs that are approved under 
the conservation plan. 
 
The specifications for all applicable practices shall be included in the approved 
conservation plan according to 2-CRP. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
1-28-11      Page 4 



Notice CRP-685 
 
5 Signup 41 Signature Requirements 
 

A Requirements 
 

To ensure CRP-1’s for general signup 41 are approved by September 30, 2011, all 
participants are strongly encouraged to sign and date CRP-1 no later than COB 
September 21, 2011. 

 
Note: See 2-CRP, paragraph 335 for signature requirements during signup.  

 
6 Action 
 
 A State Office Action 
 
  State Offices shall: 
 

 make preparation for CRP general signup a high priority when setting workload priorities 
and scheduling office activities 

 
 follow the provisions of this notice 

 
 ensure that County Offices follow the provisions of this notice. 

 
B County Office Action 
 
  County Offices shall: 
 

 make preparation for CRP general signup a high priority when setting workload priorities 
and scheduling office activities 

 
 follow the provisions of this notice, including re-running the COLS downloader on or 

after February 25, 2010. 
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 Notice CRP-685 Exhibit 1 
 
Example of the Cover Sheet for the Notification Letters 
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 Notice CRP-685 Exhibit 2 
 
Example of the Expiring General Signup Notification Letter 
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 Notice CRP-685 Exhibit 3 
 
Example of the Expiring Continuous Signup Notification Letter 
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