
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  State and County Offices

Questionable Disaster Crop Table Yields
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A Background

Recent analysis of disaster crop table records has identified records that have a yield
downloaded to County Offices that does not match the yield based on history.  It is unknown
how these questionable records were created, however, the yield based on history should
always match the yield provided to the County Offices.

Only State Offices can determine whether the yield provided to County Offices or histories
are correct.  These records must be corrected to ensure correct payment has been calculated
and to maintain an accurate set of histories.

B Purpose

This notice provides State Offices with:

• description of the files that identify records with questionable yield, that may have
resulted in over or underpayments

• web site location of State specific file to be downloaded

• action that State and County Offices must take to correct records and report findings of
overpayments.

Disposal Date

September 1, 2004

Distribution

State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices
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2 Correcting Questionable Yield Records

A List of Questionable Records

State specific Excel spreadsheets have been created that list records where the yield provided
to County Offices does not match yield based on history.  The list provides the following key
data necessary to select the specific record:

• State
• County
• FSA crop
• FSA type
• use
• FSA practice
• planting period
• RMA crop
• RMA type
• RMA practice.

The list also provides the following informational data:

• insurable flag
• unit of measure
• CDP yield
• historic yield
• yield difference.

Note: Not every State has questionable records as of the date of this notice.  The disaster
crop table records are still being monitored.  Updated files will be posted on the
2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month, starting on March 9, 2004.

B 2001/2002 CDP Web Site

The web site for files explained in Notice DAP-174 is
http://dc.ffasintranet.usda.gov/dafp/cdp2003.

To access the files:

• select Shared Documents option from the navigation menu on the left side of the screen
to display the list of files

• questionable yield files are identified as SSQuestionableYieldCDP.xls, where SS is the
State code.
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2 Correcting Questionable Yield Records (Continued)

C Actions Required to Correct Yield and Disaster Applications

State Offices shall download their file and this table to correct the records.

Step Action
1 Access the National Crop Disaster Program crop table web site.
2 Select the 2002 crop year View/Change option and use the list of records to

display the records with the questionable yield and take the Modify option.
3 Determine whether the yield provided to the County Office (CDPYield) and

histories that created the History Yield are correct.
4 Correct the histories.

Note:  If histories are correct, go to step 5
5 Update the record by pressing the “UPDATE” button.

The updated yield will be sent to the County Office.  Report MHAD03-R001 will be printed
if the yield has changed.  See Exhibit 1 for an example of this process.

County Offices shall follow the procedure in 5-DAP, subparagraph 168 B, and Part 12 to
issue additional payments or compute overpayments if the yield has changed.

For any records where the yield has changed and the change resulted in an overpayment, the
following information must be collected and reported to the State Office:

• number of producers affected by that record
• number of applications using that record
• dollar amount of overpayments.

D Reporting Actions

For each questionable yield record, State Offices must aggregate:

• the number of producers
• number of applications
• overpayment dollars.

Note: If the yield change did not create an overpayment, there will be nothing loaded for
that crop record in the last 3 columns of the spreadsheet.

The results are to be loaded into the Excel spreadsheet and the entire spreadsheet shall be
e-mailed to Clay Lagasse at Clay.Lagasse@wdc.usda.gov.

Note: If no overpayments have been made in the State, send a negative report to
Clay.Lagasse@wdc.usda.gov.
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3 Deadlines

A Correcting Record Deadline

The questionable yields should be corrected as soon as possible upon receipt of this notice to:

• avoid any further overpayments
• start the collection process timely.

Note:  All records should be updated no later than February 27, 2004.

B Reporting Deadline

The Excel spreadsheet with overpayment data or a negative report should be e-mailed to
Clay.Lagasse@wdc.usda.gov no later than March 5, 2004.

C Deadlines for Subsequent Postings

Any files posted on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month will have a correcting deadline of:

• Friday following the posting
• succeeding Friday for reporting.
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Cleanup of Questionable Yield Records Example

This is a sample of the layout of the file to be downloaded.

ST CTY
FSA
Crop

FSA
Type Use

FSA
Prac Plt

RMA
Crop

RMA
Type

RMA
Prac Ins Meas

CDP
Yield

History
Yield

Yield
Diff

No.
Prod

No.
Appl

Total
Over

51 145 0081 COM GR N 01 Y BU 24 26 -2
51 157 0081 COM GR N 01 0081 997 003 Y BU 29 28 1

This is a sample of the query screen from the National Crop Disaster Program crop table.

County
Code

Crop Code/
Crop Abbr Crop Type

Planting
Period FSA Practice

Intended
Use

145  ��� SOYBN 0081  � COM  �� 01     � Nonirrigated � GR      �

Using the drop down list boxes, select a questionable record and Press “SUBMIT”.  This is a sample of
the View Result screen.

State County

Crop Code/
Crop Abbr

(FSA)

Crop
Type
(FSA)

Intended
Use

Practice
Code
(FSA)

Plant
Period

Crop
Code

(RMA)

Crop
Type

(RMA)

Practice
Code

(RMA) View Modify

51 145 0081

SOYBN

COM GR N 01 PRESS PRESS

51 145 0081

SOYBN

COM GR N 01 0081 997 003 PRESS PRESS

For this example, using the list obtained in subparagraph 2 A, select the record that matches based on the
RMA crop, RMA type, and RMA practice by using the Modify option.

Note: In this example, the first record will be selected for this county, because line entry for county 145
from the downloaded report does not have any RMA codes.  The record with the RMA codes
would be selected in county 157.
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Notice DAP-195 Exhibit 1

Cleanup of Questionable Yield Records Example (Continued)

This is an example of the Modify screen.

County

Crop Code/
Crop Abbr

(FSA) Type Use

Practice
Code
(FSA)

Planting
Period

Crop
Code

(RMA)

Crop
Type

(RMA)

Practice
Code

(RMA)

145 0081 COM GR N 01

Pay
Crop

Pay
Type Status Measure

Prevented
Factor

Unharvested
Factor

Ins
Ind

Rank
Code

Conversion
Factor

0081 011 Bushels � 0.3700 0.9100 Y 0 0.0000

Year Yield Source Year Price Source

1996 31 NASS � 1996 0

1997 23 NASS � 1997 0

1998 16 NASS � 1998 0

1999 24 NASS � 1999 0

2000 36 NASS � 2000 0

In this example, Excel spreadsheet shows the yield downloaded to the County Office is 24.  Yield based
on history is 26, calculated by throwing out the high of 36, low of 16, and averaging the remaining
3 yields.  Verify histories are correct, make any necessary corrections, and Press “UPDATE”.

Note: All records that are questionable must be updated, whether the history was changed or not.

2-23-04 Page 2

 UPDATE  RESET


