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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For: State and County Offices

Announcing Preliminary Farm Bill Provisions
Approved by: Acting Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A
Background The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (the Act) was signed by

President Bush on May 13, 2002.  Many provisions of the Act are effective for the
2002 crop year.

Federal regulations, and program policies and procedures, are currently being
drafted and developed, and will be finalized over the next several months. 

B
Purpose This notice provides the following:

� notification that the Act provides for direct and counter-cyclical payments
(DCP’s)

� directives shall be issued under the DCP series

� a copy of the letter (Exhibit 1) being mailed to all owners, operators, and
producers by KC-ITSDO.
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2 Action

A
Owner/Operator
and Producer
Letters

The letter in Exhibit 1 includes some of the very basic provisions of the Act, and
will be mailed from KC-ITSDO beginning May 24, 2002, to owners and operators,
followed by a mailing to all other producers.

Note: All owners, operators, and producers will not receive their letter on the
same day.  Letters to owners and operators will be mailed first.

B
Providing
Information to
Producers

A forthcoming notice will provide preliminary information, and future directives
will contain program details as new policies and procedures are developed.

State and County Offices shall:

� not mail the letter in Exhibit 1

Note: The letter shall be sent to all owners, operators, and producers by KC-
ITSDO.

• continue to advise farm producers and owners of the current production
flexibility contract (PFC) provisions, including the importance of the 
August 1, 2002, deadline to designate (or revise) payment shares and sign PFC

� ensure that FY 2002 PFC payments are issued to eligible producers on or
before September 30, 2002

� not interpret statute for the purpose of providing advice to owners, operators,
and producers

� limit disbursing of information about the Act, to the information contained in
directives from the National Office

� make copies of the letter in Exhibit 1 available in Service Centers for interested
parties.
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2002 Act Provisions

Continued on the next page
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2002 Act Provisions (Continued)
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