
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Announcing 2008 DCP and Availability of Software 
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 
1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Act) was enacted into law on 
May 22, 2008.  The 2008 Act provides for continuing DCP for 2008 through 2012. 

 
Federal regulations, and program policies and procedures, are currently being drafted and 
developed, and will be finalized over the next several months. 

 
B Purpose 
 

This notice: 
 
• announces the 2008 DCP enrollment period 
 
• outlines provisions that differentiate 2007 DCP from 2008 DCP 
 
• provides that revised CCC-509, dated June 20, 2008, (Exhibit 1) and CCC-509 Appendix, 

dated June 20, 2008, (Exhibit 2) to be used for 2008 DCP signup, are available at 
http://165.221.16.90/dam/ffasforms/forms.html. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
November 1, 2008 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County 
Offices 
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Notice DCP-188 
 
2  2008 DCP Provisions 
 

A Beginning Date 
 

The 2008 DCP signup period will start June 25, 2008, and will end September 30, 2008. 
 

B Changes From the 2002 Act 
 

The 2008 DCP shall be administered exactly like the 2007 DCP, except that a producer on a 
farm may not receive direct or counter-cyclical payments if the sum of the base acres on the 
farm is 10 acres or less with exceptions.  This provision and others are discussed as follows. 
 
Note: 1-DCP will be revised to incorporate 2008 Act changes. 

 
• Generally, farms that have 10 base acres or less shall not receive direct or 

counter-cyclical payments unless that farm is wholly owned by socially disadvantaged or 
limited resource farmers or ranchers, as follows: 

 
• a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is a farmer or rancher who is a member of 

a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice 
because of their identity as members of a group without regard to their individual 
qualities 

 
• a limited resource farmer or rancher is a farmer or rancher who meets both of the 

following: 
 

• directly or indirectly has gross farm sales not more than $100,000 in both of the 
previous 2 years (the limit is increased annually beginning in 2004 to adjust for 
inflation using the Prices Paid by Farmer Index compiled by NASS) 

 
• has a total household income at or below the national poverty level for a family 

of 4, or less than 50 percent of county median household income in both of the 
previous 2 years (to be determined annually using Commerce Department Data). 

 
Note: Limited Resource Producer status can be determined in an automated 

system using the USDA Limited Resource Farmer and Rancher Online 
Self Determination Tool at http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/tool.asp. 
The automated system calculates and displays the adjusted gross farm 
sales per year and the higher of the national poverty level or county 
median household income. 

 
• A producer on a farm may not receive direct or counter-cyclical payments if the sum of 

the base acres of the farm is 10 acres or less, unless 1 of the following exceptions is met: 
 

• the farm is wholly owned by a socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher 
• the farm is wholly owned by a limited resource farmer or rancher. 

 
• If an advance counter-cyclical payment is offered, producers will receive only 1 advance 

payment that will be issued as soon as practical after completion of the first 180 calendar 
days of the marketing year. 
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2  2008 DCP Provisions (Continued) 
 

C 2008 Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Provisions 
 

Each participant receiving a payment must have a current certification of AGI or CCC-526 
on file.  For 2008 DCP only, a producer, by acknowledging receipt of CCC-509 Appendix, 
subparagraph 3 I, dated June 20, 2008, will certify that there has not been a material change 
in the producer’s AGI that would affect eligibility.  However, if changes have occurred in the 
farming, ranching, or forestry operation that would affect the financial status of the producer, 
the producer must complete a revised CCC-526, dated June 12, 2008. 

 
The $2.5 million AGI limitation that applied to the 2007 DCP contract will also apply to the 
2008 contract. 

 
D 2008 Direct DCP Payments 
 

The 2008 advance Direct DCP payments will be issued, if requested, as soon as practical 
after contract approval.  The final Direct DCP payments will be issued in October 2008. 
 

E New FSA-211 or Other Power of Attorney Required for 2008 DCP 
 
Producers and landowners (grantors) who previously executed FSA-211 or other Power of 
Attorney, authorizing an attorney-in-fact to act on their behalf for anything other than “all 
current and future programs”, will need to executive a new FSA-211 or other Power of 
Attorney.  Ensure that the new FSA-211 or other Power of Attorney is executed according to 
1-CM, paragraph 728 and Exhibit 60, before accepting attorney-in-fact signatures on any 
2008 DCP documents. 

 
F 2008 DCP Contract Software 

 
Follow 1-DCP, Part 15 for instructions on using the web-based DCP contract software.  The 
software can be accessed at https://indianocean.sc.egov.usda.gov/DCP/index.jsp.  
 
Allow producers to select a direct payment advance date of July 2008 or later. 

 
3 Action 
 

A State Office Action 
 

State Offices shall ensure that County Offices: 
 

• are aware of the provisions of this notice 
• publicize this information in all available media outlets. 

 
B County Office Action 
 

County Offices shall use: 
 
• all available means to notify producers of the provisions of this notice 
• CCC-509 (06-20-08)  
• CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08). 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 1 
 
Example CCC-509 (06-20-08) 
 

Following is an example CCC-509 (06-20-08).  All items, except signature boxes and items 13 B 
through 13 D, are populated in the automated contract software.  Items 13 B, C, D, and 15 A and B 
must be completed (as they pertain to farms that have 10.0 base acres or less) by owners if: 
 
• the farm has 10.0 base acres or less 
 
• that owner is an individual and is a socially disadvantaged or limited resource farmer or rancher 
 
• that owner is an entity and all members of the entity are socially disadvantaged or limited 

resource farmers or ranchers 
 
• the participant on the contract wishes to receive benefits. 

 
A forthcoming 3-PL amendment will inform State and County Offices how to load socially 
disadvantaged and limited resource farmers and ranchers into the web-based eligibility system. 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 1 
 
Example CCC-509 (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 1 
 
Example CCC-509 (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) 
 

Following is an example of CCC-509 Appendix (6-20-08). 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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         Notice DCP-188 Exhibit 2 
 
Example CCC-509 Appendix (06-20-08) (Continued) 
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