UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For: FSA Offices

Notice INFO-17

FOIA/Privacy Act (PA) Procedures in Conjunction With Consent Decree

Approved by: Administrator

S L4

1 Overview

A
Background

B
Purpose

Some Field Offices have been directing FOIA/PA issues about the Consent Decree
to the Consent Decree Unit in the National Office.

This notice:

advises all FSA Offices to direct FOIA/PA inquiries about the Consent Decree
to either of the following FSA National FOIA contacts:

¢ Diane Flores Korwin at 202-720-5534
e Dawn Kral at 202-720-6788

reminds all FSA Offices that under FOIA/PA, a request must be responded to
within 20 workdays. However, if a request is pending for more than

4 workdays, provide an acknowledgment letter to requester stating all of the
following:

e date received by FOIA office
fees that may be charged
* request for additional information, if needed.

Disposal Date

February 1, 2001

Distribution

All FSA Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices
and Service Centers
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2 FOIA/PA Procedures

A
Information All FSA FOIA offices shall disclose the following information to requesters:
Disclosure
e aggregate amount of monetary compensation paid to claimants, as long as it
does not disclose the identity of a particular farmer.
Note: Before the information is disclosed, send a copy to FSA FOIA National
Office for clearance through OGC.
e total number of claims filed in the State under the consent decree.
All FSA FOIA offices shall not disclose the names of farmers awarded monetary
compensation under the consent decree.
B
State Office State Offices shall immediately distribute this notice to Service Centers.
Action
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