
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  All FSA Employees and Contractors 
 

Sharing FSA Information/Data With NRCS 
Approved by:  Acting Deputy Administrator, Management 

 
 

 
1 Overview 
 

 A Background 
 

On August 21, 2008, the USDA Office of the General Counsel advised FSA that “data may 
continue to be shared with other agencies within USDA and with USDA contractors who are 
bound to comply with Section 1619”. 

 
Section 1619, “Information Gathering”, of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
(2008 Farm Bill) authorizes FSA to disclose information/data to “a person or Federal, State, 
local, or tribal agency working in cooperation with the Secretary in any Department program 
when providing technical or financial assistance with respect to the agricultural operation, 
agricultural land, or farming or conservation practices”. 
 

 B Purpose 
 
This notice: 
 

 provides a link to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) National Bulletin 
130-9-2, AGN – Processing Freedom of Information Act Requests Under Section 1619 of 
the Farm Bill at http://www.info.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=22467 

 
 announces that effective December 30, 2008, NRCS implemented a process for binding 

individuals to comply with the provisions within Section 1619 
 

 announces that FSA may accept and share information/data with individuals who have 
properly signed the NRCS-developed Certification of Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Conservation Cooperator (Exhibit 1). 

 
Note: The Certification is Attachment C of NRCS National Bulletin 130-9-2. 

 
 
Disposal Date 
 
April 1, 2010 

Distribution 
 
All FSA employees and contractors; State Offices 
relay to County Offices 
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Notice INFO-35 
 
1 Overview (Continued) 
 

C Contacts 
 

Direct policy questions about this notice to either of the following. 
 

Name Telephone Number E-Mail 
Sue Ellen Sloca, 
FSA FOIA Officer 

202-720-1598 sueellen.sloca@wdc.usda.gov 

John W. Underwood 
FSA Privacy Act Officer 

816-926-6992 john.underwood@kcc.usda.gov 

 
2 Sharing FSA Records With NRCS 
 

A Data Sharing 
 
Upon request, FSA may share data covered by Section 1619 of the 2008 Farm Bill with 
NRCS: 
 
 employees 
 
 contractors 
 
 cooperators, including individuals bound either by an authorized NRCS MOU or by an 

authorized NRCS Certification of Natural Resources Conservation Service Conservation 
Cooperator form. 

 
B Tracking  

 
FSA offices authorized to process FOIA requests shall not track, as FOIA requests, data 
releases made to NRCS: 

 
 employees 
 contractors 
 cooperators. 

 
Note: Disclosures within the Federal Government (for example, USDA employees) are not 

FOIA requests and therefore shall not be tracked as FOIA requests.  Disclosures to 
NRCS contractors and certified USDA Cooperators have the same status as 
disclosures to USDA employees. 

 
C Record Retention 
 

FSA Offices shall retain copies of the NRCS Certification of Natural Resources Conservation 
Service Conservation Cooperator forms in General Record Schedule 14, paragraph 23. 
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 Notice INFO-35 Exhibit 1 
 

Certification of NRCS Conservation Cooperator 
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 Notice INFO-35 Exhibit 1 
 

Certification of NRCS Conservation Cooperator (Continued) 
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 Notice INFO-35 Exhibit 1 
 
Certification of NRCS Conservation Cooperator (Continued) 
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 Notice INFO-35 Exhibit 1 
 
Certification of NRCS Conservation Cooperator (Continued) 
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 Notice INFO-35 Exhibit 1 
 
Certification of NRCS Conservation Cooperator (Continued) 
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 Notice INFO-35 Exhibit 1 
 
Certification of NRCS Conservation Cooperator (Continued) 
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