UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE _
Farm Service Agency Notice IRM-299
Washington, DC 20250

For: State Offices and Service Centers

Purchasing Surge Protectors and Disposing of Excess Computer Equipment
Approved by: Acting Deputy Administrator, Management

ol

1 Overview

A
Purpose With the deployment of Common Computing Environment (CCE) desktop and
laptop computers, this notice provides instructions about:

e the purchase of surge protectors for computers

» procedures for disposing of excess, non-Year 2000 (non-Y2K) compliant
equipment.

2 State Office and Service Center Actions

A
Purchasing State Offices and Service Centers are authorized to purchase surge protectors for
Surge Protectors PC’s locally from S&E State Office funds.

When purchasing surge protectors, note the following:

e apower strip is not a surge protector; however, surge protectors usually have
multiple surge-protected outlets, such as 4, 6, or 8

Note: Purchasing Uninterrupted Power Supplies is not authorized because of
high per unit cost.

» retail prices for surge protectors are typically under $25.

Continued on the next page

Disposal Date Distribution
December 1, 1999 States Offices; State Office relay to Service
Centers
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2 State Office and Service Center Actions (Continued)

B
Definitions

C

Disposition of
Excess Computer
Equipment

6-4-99

Clamping voltage is the point at which the surge protector starts suppressing
electricity. The lower the clamping voltage, the better the protection. Look for
one with a clamping voltage of 400 volts or less.

Response time is the time it takes for the suppressor to act. For the best
protection, look for a suppressor that provides a response time of less than
10 nanoseconds.

Energy dissipation is the amount of electricity a suppressor can absorb before it
blows. A good suppressor can absorb around 200 to 400 joules before it fails and
passes the surge to the electrical ground.

Failure indicator is a warning that informs you when the unit has failed.

UL compliance guarantees that the surge suppressor meets the specifications of
Underwriters Laboratory. The suppressor should meet or exceed the UL 1449
specifications.

The purchase of new desktop and laptop computers was based, in part, on
compliance with Y2K standards for ADP equipment. The following computers are
not Y2K compliant and may be considered excess and/or salvage equipment:

Equipment Model Inventory
486 laptops AST Former Ag Credit
Canon
386 desktops & laptops AT&T CCC
Everex Former Ag Credit
Zenith
286 desktops & laptops AT&T 6300 series Former Ag Credit

Also, miscellaneous peripheral equipment that is no longer being used may be
considered excess and/or salvage equipment, such as the following printers and
modems:

e Genicom dot matrix printers
e IBM Proprinters
e modems slower than 9600 baud.

Continued on the next page
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2 State Office and Service Center Actions (Continued)

C

Disposition of After receiving new CCE computer equipment, State Offices and Service Centers
Excess Computer  shall:

Equipment

(Continued) ¢ remove all excess or salvage equipment from KCMO inventories by

September 30, 1999

e follow the procedures in 30-AS, Sections 5 and 6, to dispose of excess or
salvage, non-Y2K compliant computers by December 31, 1999.

Note: ADP equipment shall not be given or sold to any FSA employee.
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