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Approved by: Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A
Background MILC program regulations at 7 CFR Part 1430 provide that program benefits may

be disbursed to special groups or communities such as the Amish or Mennonite
communities through either of the following:

• a dairy marketing cooperative 
• milk handling organization.  

Producers in such groups in a dairy operation may authorize an agent of a dairy
marketing cooperative, or their milk handler, to obtain and disburse MILC benefits
to the dairy operation. 

Notice LD-524, announcing the MILC program, informed State and County
Offices that policy and procedure for qualified persons wanting to become a MILC
agent would be forthcoming.

B
Purpose This notice provides State and County Offices with policy and procedure for

MILC agents.

Notice LD-533
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2 General Eligibility

A
MILC Agent
Eligibility

Qualified persons representing a dairy marketing cooperative or milk handling
organization must: 

• obtain a power of attorney from each producer for which the MILC agent will
act

• complete a written application/agreement on CCC-582, MILC Agent
Application Agreement and submit to the appropriate County FSA Office

• be approved by CCC.

MILC agents approved by CCC will be required to disburse payments obtained
from CCC to the dairy operations through the producer’s monthly milk check
issued by either of the following:

• dairy cooperative
• milk handling organization.  

Alternative methods of disbursing payments to producers in a dairy operation must
be requested in writing and approved by CCC if the MILC agent is unable to
disburse the producers payment through their monthly milk check.

B
Power of
Attorney

MILC agents must obtain a power of attorney for each producer of the dairy
operation authorizing the agent to act on its behalf and enter into a MILC with
CCC.  MILC agents must be granted power of attorney on FSA-211 completed by
the producers of the dairy operation and submitted to the County FSA Office
where the dairy operation is located.  County Offices shall follow policy for
powers of attorney according to 1-CM.

C
MILC Agent
Application
CCC-582

To become an approved MILC agent, qualified persons using CCC-582 must:

• make application
• agree to prescribed terms and conditions
• submit for approval by CCC.
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3 Filing CCC-582

A
Completing
CCC-582

To become a MILC agent, qualified persons must complete CCC-582.  If a person
requests CCC-582, County Offices shall: 

• not complete Part B, item (b), until the completed CCC-582 has been
submitted to the County Office

• provide the following instructions to the MILC agent to complete CCC-582
according to this table.

Item Instructions

1 Enter the date of application.

2 Enter name of the person applying to become an authorized MILC agent.

3 Enter business address and telephone number of applicant.

4 Enter name, address, and telephone number of the dairy marketing cooperative or milk handler
organization the applicant is representing.

Note: The address and telephone number are not required if they are the same as the business
address and telephone number of the applicant as entered in item 3.

5 Enter name of the dairy operation the applicant will be representing.

6 Enter name of the County FSA Office where the dairy operation is located and farm records are
maintained.

7 Enter name and taxpayer identification number of each producer involved in the dairy operation
the applicant is representing.

8 Enter response to the question, “Has the applicant obtained a Power of Attorney (FSA-211)
giving authorization to the applicant to enter into a Milk Income Loss Contract, CCC-580, on
behalf of each producer identified in item 7 above?”

Note: The application will not be approved until FSA-211 has been obtained for each producer
involved in the dairy operation.

9 Enter response to the question, “Does the applicant agree to disburse the MILC program
benefits obtained from CCC to the producers in the dairy operation in their monthly milk
check?”

10 Enter applicant’s signature and date.

11 Enter any additional comments or notations.

 
Continued on the next page
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3 Filing CCC-582 (Continued)

A
Completing
CCC-582
(Continued)

Instructions for CCC-582, Part B are as follows.

Item Instructions

(1) Enter the day of the month the applicant is entering into agreement with CCC to become a
MILC agent.

(2) Enter the month the applicant is entering into agreement with CCC to become a MILC agent.

(3) Enter the last 2 digits of the year the applicant is entering into agreement with CCC to become a
MILC agent.

(4) Enter applicant’s name in legible print.

(a) Enter applicant’s signature.
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3 Filing CCC-582 (Continued)

B
Example of
CCC-582

Continued on the next page
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3 Filing CCC-582 (Continued)

B
Example of
CCC-582
(Continued)

Continued on the next page
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3 Filing CCC-582 (Continued)

B
Example of
CCC-582
(Continued)

Continued on next page
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4 Responsibilities

A
MILC Agent
Responsibilities

Approved MILC agents are responsible for the following:

• completing CCC-580 on behalf of the producers in the dairy operation they are
representing

• submitting the completed CCC-580 to the appropriate County FSA Office for
approval

• providing to the appropriate County Office for processing the dairy operations:

•  monthly production evidence

• other documentation or forms completed by the producer, as required by
CCC.

• facilitating communication of program requirements between CCC and 
producers in the dairy operation

• familiarizing themselves with MILC program policy and procedures as outlined
in any MILC program regulations, handbooks, amendments, notices, or
instructions issued by DAFP

• receiving dairy operations MILC payment from CCC

• disbursing MILC payment to the dairy operation in the producer’s monthly
milk check or an otherwise approved manner.

Note: Alternate methods of disbursing payments to producers, other than through
the dairy operation’s monthly milk check, must be requested in writing to
the appropriate County FSA Office and approved before using the
alternative method.

Continued on the next page
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4 Responsibilities (Continued)

B
Producer
Responsibilities

Dairy producers who authorize a MILC agent to act on their behalf are responsible
for fulfilling all MILC program eligibility requirements provided in the following:

• regulations in 7 CFR Part 1430
• LD notices issued by DAFP.  

The producer, not the MILC agent, is responsible for certifying compliance with
the highly erodible land conservation (HELC) and wetland conservation (WC)
provisions on AD-1026.

C
County Office
Responsibility

The County Office is responsible for the following:

• communicating to the MILC agent MILC program requirements

• ensuring MILC agent has been granted power of attorney on FSA-211 for all
producers on the operation

• obtaining approval or disapproval of CCC-582 from COC or designee

• providing necessary supervision for the MILC agent

• issuing MILC payments to the MILC agent

• MILC agent compliance reviews according to forthcoming directive

• obtaining approval of alternative methods of disbursing payments to producers
from the National Office through the State Office.

D
State Office
Responsibility

The State Office is responsible for the following:

• uniform application of MILC agent policies by County Offices

• forwarding recommendations or requests of alternative methods of disbursing
payments to producers to the National Office for approval or disapproval.

Continued on the next page
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4 Responsibilities (Continued)

E
Termination of
MILC Agent
Agreement

MILC agent agreement may be terminated at any time upon 30 calendar days
notice in writing to the County FSA Office by any of the following:

• CCC
• MILC agent
• dairy operation.

F
Action State and County Offices shall:

• publicize the contents of this notice to MILC program participants, dairy
marketing cooperatives, milk handler organizations, or other interested parties
through:

• oral discussion
• newsletters
• other methods of communication, as applicable

• begin accepting CCC-582 from interested applicants

• begin approving or disapproving CCC-582 on the eligibility requirements
according to paragraph 2 of this notice.


