
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington DC 20250

For:  FSA State and County Offices

Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Payment Program (ELRRPP) Update
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A Background

On January 27, 2004, the Secretary of Agriculture announced that USDA will provide the
U.S. lamb industry with $18 million in payments to sheep and lamb producers to encourage
the replacement and retention of ewe lamb breeding stock.  It was anticipated that the
program would be implemented by the summer.  However, clearance of the proposed
regulation and application form has taken longer than expected.

State and County Offices have been receiving inquiries and pressure from concerned sheep
and lamb producers regarding the status of the ELRRP program.

B Purpose

This notice provides updated information to State and County Offices of the status of the
Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention Payment Program (ELRRPP) to assist with
responding to sheep and lamb producers concerns regarding the implementation of the
program.

2 Program Update

A Regulation and Application

Proper clearance is still being sought for the proposed regulation and application form
(FSA-384).  When the proposed regulation is published in the Federal Register (FR) there
will be a 30-day public comment period on the rule and a 60-day public comment period on
the information collected on the application form.  When published by the FR, the proposed
regulation will be provided at 7 CFR Part 784.  Currently, the application form (FSA-384) is
not available.

Disposal Date Distribution

December 1, 2004
All FSA Offices; State Offices relay to County
Offices
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2 Program Update (Continued)

B Sign-up Period

Many sheep and lamb producers were under the impression that the sign-up period for the
ELRRPP ends on July 31, 2004.  County Offices shall inform producers that:

• an application sign-up period for program benefits has not yet been announced

• the July 31, 2004, date they may have heard mentioned throughout the industry is in
reference to the base period of August 1, 2003, through July 31, 2004, that the ewe lambs
must have been eligible and met the qualifying factors provided in accordance with the
program regulations.

Note: It was also indicated at National Price Support Training conducted the week of
May 24, 2004, in St. Louis, Missouri, that the sign-up period for the ELRRPP would
end at COB on August 16, 2004.  However, this has been changed to a date to be
announced by DAFP.

C County Office Action

County Offices shall:

• notify producers of the contents of this notice

• emphasize the importance of maintaining adequate records for verification purposes
when the program becomes available according to Notice LD-545.

D Contact

Additional information about ELRRPP will be included in future LD notices and made
available as soon as possible.  For more information on ELRRPP or the contents of this
notice, contact Danielle Cooke at 202-720-1919.
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