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1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 

ELRRPP was authorized by clause (3) of Section 32 of the Act of August 24, 1935, as 
amended.  The Secretary authorized up to $18 million in assistance to encourage the 
replacement and retention of ewe lamb breeding stock during the 1-year period beginning 
August 1, 2003, through July 31, 2004.  Signup for ELRRPP began on October 25, 2004.  
Notice LD-549 provided policy and procedure on implementing ELRRPP. 

 
B Purpose 

 
This notice provides State and County Offices with clarification of the following ELRRPP 
provisions: 
 
• ewe lamb marketing agreements  
• offspring exception 
• ewe lamb death losses 
• delegation of authority. 

 
2  Clarifying Provisions 
 
  A Marketing Agreements for Purchased Ewe Lambs 
 

Notice LD-549, subparagraph 3 D, provides that no marketing agreements for future delivery 
of lambs purchased after July 31, 2004, will be accepted even if partial or full payment was 
received before July 31, 2004.  To clarify further, the sheep and lamb operation during the 
base period must take possession of the lambs at the time of purchase.  A purchase during the 
base period without possession in the base period will not be considered an acquisition for 
ELRRPP purposes. 

 
 
 
Disposal Date 
 
June 1, 2005 

 
Distribution  
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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Notice LD-550 
 
2  Clarifying Provisions (Continued) 
 

B Offspring Exception 
 

One of the eligibility requirements for a ewe lamb to qualify for ELRRPP benefits is that the 
qualifying ewe lamb during at least part of the base period must not have produced an 
offspring.  Notice LD-549, subparagraph 4 B, provides that purchased or retained ewe lambs 
that have since produced an offspring before the availability of ELRRPP are eligible for 
payment as long as the ewe lamb had not produced an offspring at some point during the 
qualifying base period and at the same time all other eligibility requirements were met.  This 
provision applies to ewe lambs who during at least part of the base period met all eligibility 
requirements at the same time, including the requirement to have not produced an offspring, 
but who went on to produce an offspring during the base period after all eligibility 
requirements were met.  Refer to subparagraph C for an offspring exception example. 

 
There is no requirement that the qualifying ewe lamb not produce an offspring before the age 
of 18 months.  The only requirements are that during at least part of the base period, and at 
the same time, the qualifying ewe lamb must: 
 
• not be older than 18 months old 
• not have produced an offspring 
• be in compliance with all APHIS requirements related to scrapie 
• not possess parrot mouth, foot rot, or scrapie. 

 
C Offspring Exception Example  
 

The following is an example of when the offspring exception is applicable. 
 
A producer purchased a 5 month old ewe lamb in September 2003.  At that time, and 
over the course of the next several months the ewe lamb met all ELRRPP eligibility 
requirements, including: 
 
• being less than 18 months old 
• had not produced an offspring 
• was identified according to APHIS and State requirements 
• and didn’t possess parrot mouth, foot rot, or scrapie.   
 
Sometime thereafter during the base period, in May 2004, when the ewe lamb was 13 months 
old, the ewe lamb produced an offspring.  As long as the qualifying ewe lamb is maintained in 
the herd for at least one complete offspring lambing cycle, then that qualifying ewe lamb is 
still eligible for ELRRPP benefits even though the qualifying ewe lamb produced an offspring 
during the base period.  Since the ewe lamb qualified before it produced an offspring back 
when it was 5 months old, the producer may apply for benefits on that ewe lamb and on the 
ewe lamb that was produced during the base period if all eligibility requirements for that lamb 
are met. 
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Notice LD-550 
 
2  Clarifying Provisions (Continued) 
 
  D Ewe Lamb Death Losses 
    
   According to Notice LD-549, subparagraph 4 C, sheep and lamb producers who receive 

payment for ewe lambs that die before completing full program requirements must refund the 
payments for those lambs when the total deaths exceed 10 percent during the term of the 
program.  This provision only applies to sheep and lamb producers who have requested 
payment for ewe lambs that are alive at the time of application for benefits.  This provision 
does not apply to those ewe lambs that died before the application period even if those ewe 
lambs died during the base period before the availability of ELRRPP.     

 
 E Delegation of Authority 
 

Notice LD-549, subparagraph 9 C states that COC’s shall approve or disapprove requested 
ELRRPP payments. 

 
This subparagraph further provides that the COC may delegate the authority to approve or 
disapprove requested ELRRPP applications for benefits to the CED or other designee, except 
in those instances in which the person approving has a monetary interest. 
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