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1 Overview 
 

A Background 
 

The Payment Management Office (PMO), in conjunction with the FMMI Readiness Project, 
is working to convert all payments currently processed by the Centralized Disbursement 
System (CDS) to Online Payments (OLP).  Once converted to OLP, these payments will be 
interfaced to NPS for certification and signing just as other farm program payments are 
currently processed.   
 
In the current environment, the Assessment and Promotion Fee System (APFS) has a direct 
interface to CDS.  CDS receives a file from APFS monthly for payment processing.  Each 
assessment board has a unique identifier within CDS.  In situations where a State may have 
multiple assessment boards based upon commodity, separate payments are made under the 
unique identifier.  The payments are made by ACH Direct Deposit, and are deposited as 
separate amounts to the State’s general fund.  The ED3 system automatically sends an e-mail 
notification to the boards that a payment has been issued and directs them to access their 
electronic transaction statement information on the Internet by accessing ED3.  The 
assessment registers for each board are mailed separately.   
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice provides State Offices with details of the proposed changes in the manner in 
which commodity assessments are remitted to their applicable boards and requests State 
Offices to contact commodity assessment boards, as applicable. 
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2 Proposed Changes and Modifications 
 
 A Proposed Changes  
 

The following are proposed changes that will affect the Commodity Assessment Boards. 
 

 Entity information, i.e. the unique identifier for each board, and Direct Deposit 
information will no longer be maintained in CDS for payment processing.   
 

 The boards will no longer be able to access their transaction statement information 
electronically using ED3.  Paper statements will be mailed in their place. 
 

The new process will use Treasury, which requires a minimum of 3 business days after the 
payment has been certified and signed in NPS to post to the customer’s bank account.  
 
Currently, State boards use their State Tax ID as the Tax ID to do business with CCC.  In the 
new environment, SCIMS will become the system of record for maintaining entity 
information.  SCIMS requires a TIN to establish an entity.  Because of this requirement, 
boards associated with the same State Tax ID will be established in SCIMS as a single entity.  
The result is that their payments will be combined into a single ACH Direct Deposit. 
Individual boards will lose their unique identity and the paper transaction statement will be 
mailed to the State rather than to each board.   
 

  B Proposed Modifications 
 

The following solutions are being considered. 
 
 Instead of using the State Tax ID, each board would be required to obtain a unique 

Employer Identification Number (EIN) that would meet the TIN requirement for SCIMS 
and allow FSA to create a unique entity for each board.  The unique EIN would also 
allow ACH Direct Deposit payments to remain separated for each board and transaction 
statements could be directed wherever the board specifies.   
 

 As a replacement for ED3, boards would be given access to Financial Inquiries (FI) to 
access their payment information, using their unique EIN, electronically until a 
permanent solution is developed and implemented to provide electronic transactions 
statements for users.  FI is a web-based application that provides program payment 
information for programs that use NPS for payment processing.  It would require each 
board to obtain an e-Auth Level 2 security approval to access their information through 
the Internet.  E-mail notification with this process will not be available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5-12-10      Page 2 



Notice LP-2149 
 
4 Action 
 
  A State Office Action 
 

State Offices shall: 
 

 request a written response from each current Commodity Assessment Board in the State 
soliciting their detailed opinion and concerns about the following:  

 
 losing their ability to access their transaction statement information through the 

Internet 
  

 the impact to the boards if their payments were combined into 1 deposit amount 
 

 how difficult would it be for each board to obtain its own EIN to be used instead of 
the State ID 
 

 the proposed options in subparagraph 2 B 
 

 submit a copy of each report to Frankie Coln, Price Support Division, by FAX at 
202-690-3307 or e-mail at frankie.coln@wdc.usda.gov by COB June 4, 2010. 
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