
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

Additional Average AGI Limitation 
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
1  Overview 
 

A Background 
 
The Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act, 2012, Pub. L. 112-55,   
included an additional AGI limitation applicable only to 2012 direct payments.  A $1 million 
average AGI limitation, in addition to the $500,000 average nonfarm AGI and the $750,000 
average farm AGI limitations will now be applied to all persons and legal entities that request 
2012 direct payments.  The $1 million average nonfarm AGI limitation remains effective for 
conservation program participants.   

  
The recently deployed CCC-931 provided for the certification of average AGI compliance 
and the written consent to the disclosure of tax information in a single, 1-page document.  
The form has been revised to include the additional $1 million average AGI limitation.  The 
effective date of the revised CCC-931 is December 7, 2011.  

  
Participants of FSA/NRCS-administered programs may have already submitted CCC-931 for 
the 2012 program year.  As a result of implementing the $1 million average AGI limitation 
applicable to 2012 direct payments, these participants may be required to complete the 
revised CCC-931, which includes the $1 million average AGI limitation for 2012 average 
AGI compliance and verification purposes.   
 

B Purpose 
 
This notice provides information and guidance to all State and County Offices on the 
following: 
 

 implementing the $1 million average AGI limitation for 2012 
 

 availability of CCC-931, dated December 7, 2011 
 

 example of a completed revised CCC-931 (Exhibit 1) 
 

 providing the revised CCC-931 to producers who have already filed an AGI certification 
and consent to disclosure for the 2012 program year 

 

 obsolete CCC-931 dated 9-1-11, CCC-926, CCC-927, and CCC-928. 
 

Disposal Date 
 
April 1, 2012 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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2  Implementing the $1 Million Average AGI Limitation 
 
  A $1 Million Average AGI limitation  
 
   The $1 million average AGI limitation: 

 
 represents the total amount of the average AGI (including all income, both farm and 

nonfarm) of the person or legal entity 
 

 is based on the same 3-year period as the other average AGI limitations 
 

 applies only to 2012 direct payments under DCP  
 

 is in addition to the $500,000 average nonfarm AGI, the $750,000 average farm AGI, and 
the $1 million average nonfarm AGI limitations. 

 
  B Programs and Average AGI Limitations 
 
   The following table shows how the average AGI limitations apply to the payment eligibility 

of a person or legal entity under different programs. 
 

   Programs and Average AGI Limitations 
Program Payments 

and Benefits 
Average AGI 

Amount
Income Average AGI 

Commodity (DCP and 
ACRE), Price Support, 
and Disaster Assistance 

$500,000 Nonfarm Adjusted gross nonfarm 
income. 

DCP and ACRE Direct 
Payments 

$750,000 Farm Adjusted gross farm income 
(must also meet both the 
$500,000 nonfarm AGI and the 
$1 million AGI limitations). 

DCP and ACRE Direct 
Payments 

$1 million Total farm       
and nonfarm 

Adjusted gross income (must 
also meet both the $500,000 
nonfarm and the $750,000 
farm AGI limitations). 

Conservation $1 million Nonfarm Adjusted gross nonfarm 
income, unless 66.66 percent 
or more of the average AGI is 
average adjusted gross farm 
income.   
 
Note: May be waived on a 

case-by-case basis if 
environmentally 
sensitive land of special 
significance would be 
protected. 
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2  Implementation $1 Million Average AGI Limitation (Continued) 
 
  C AGI Examples 
 

The following table shows how the application of the average AGI limitations affects the 
payment eligibility of a person or legal entity under different programs. 

 
Application of the Average AGI Limitations 

 
 
 

Example 

 
 
 

Average AGI  

Program Benefits 
Commodity, Price  

Support, and 
Disaster Assistance 

DCP/ACRE 
Direct 

Payment 
Conservation

1 Farm $750,000 Eligible Not Eligible Eligible 
Nonfarm $500,000 
Total AGI $1.2 million 

2 Farm $750,000 Eligible Eligible Eligible 
Nonfarm $250,000 
Total AGI $1.0 million 

3 Farm $700,000 Not Eligible Not Eligible Eligible  
Nonfarm $600,000 
Total AGI $1.3 million 

4 Farm $800,000 Not Eligible Not Eligible Not Eligible 
Nonfarm $1.2 million 
Total AGI $2 million 

5 Farm $1 million Eligible Not Eligible Eligible 
Nonfarm $0 
Total AGI  $1 million 

 
3  Average AGI Certifications and Consent to Disclose Tax Information 
 

A Using the Revised CCC-931 
 
The revised CCC-931, dated 12-7-11, obsoletes the previous CCC-931, CCC-926, CCC-927, 
and CCC-928.  County Offices shall immediately: 
 
 discontinue using the previous version of CCC-931, dated 9-1-11, and all CCC-926’s, 

CCC-927’s, and CCC-928’s 
 
 make only revised CCC-931’s available for producers that need to certify their average 

AGI and provide consent to disclosure tax information for 2009 through 2012 program 
years. 
 

See Exhibit 1 for an example of a completed revised CCC-931.  
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3  Average AGI Certifications and Consent to Disclose Tax Information (Continued) 
 

B CCC-931’s 
 
Some producers have already filed, or have obtained and will file, the previous version of 
CCC-931, dated 9-1-11, for the 2012 program year.  If the certification statement does not 
include the new $1 million average AGI limitation, County Offices shall obtain the revised 
CCC-931 when producers complete 2012 DCP or ACRE enrollment.  All participants 
enrolled in 2012 DCP or ACRE must complete a revised CCC-931 for 2012 direct payment 
eligibility.   

 
  C Recording $1 Million AGI Value 
 

For 2012 only, an additional field in the producer eligibility files will soon be made available 
to record the producer’s certification response to the $1 million AGI limitation.  
 

4  Required Actions 
 

A State Office Action 
 
State Offices shall ensure that County Offices follow the contents of this notice. 
 

B County Office Action 
 
County Offices shall: 
 
 make the revised CCC-931 available to producers that must certify their average AGI 

and/or consent to disclose tax information for 2009 through 2012 program years 
 

 follow the contents of this notice. 
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Example of Revised CCC-931 

 
This is an example of the revised CCC-931 that is available in a fillable format at 
http://intranet.fsa.usda.gov.  CLICK “FFAS Employee Forms/Publications Site” and CLICK “Find 
Current Forms Using Our Form Number Search”.  For “Form Number”, ENTER “CCC-931”. 
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Example of Revised CCC-931 (Continued) 
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