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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

For:  All FFAS Offices

Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) Liaison Officers
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Management

1 Overview

A
Background USDA has established USDA Liaison Officers to strengthen the USDA

partnership with HSI’s.  HSI’s are accredited institutions of higher education with
at least 25 percent or more total undergraduate Hispanic full-time student
enrollment.

The USDA Liaison Officers have been established as a result of an agreement
between USDA and the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities
(HACU) leadership group.  

B
Liaison Officer
Responsibilities

The USDA Liaison Officers:

· promote and increase awareness of USDA agencies, opportunities, programs,
and mission areas

· provide information about USDA to university personnel, students, and the 
community

· identify, inform, and assist students in internship and job placement
opportunities with USDA.

Continued on the next page
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1 Overview (Continued)

C
HSI Liaison
Officers

The USDA Liaison Officers are a part of the USDA Office of Hispanic Serving
Institutions National Programs (HSINP) staff.  There are currently four USDA
Liaison Officers, serving under an HSINP Executive Director.  Additional USDA
Liaison Officer positions are planned to be established in FY 2002.

Executive Director, Office of Hispanic Serving Institutions National Programs

Maria Patterson
mdpatterson@ars.usda.gov
202-720-6506
202-720-5336 (FAX)

Agricultural Research Service
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Room 0751, South Building
Washington, DC  20250

USDA Liaison Officer Location

Berlinda Baca
berlinda@unm.edu
505-277-5020
505-277-5182 (FAX)

University of New Mexico
1153 Mesa Vista Hall
Albuquerque, NM  87131-2096

Jan Melendez
kajam04@tamuk.edu
361-593-3690
361-593-3713 (FAX)

Texas A&M University-Kingsville
College of Agriculture & Human Sciences
MSC 156
Kingsville, TX  78363-8202

Ray Ostos
ostosr@msue.msu.edu
517-432-1317
517-432-2221 (FAX)

Michigan State University
Julian Samora Research Institute
112 Paolucci Building
East Lansing, MI  48824-1110

Rick Tafoya
rtafoya@csufresno.edu
559-278-8311
559-278-7804 (FAX)

California State University - Fresno
5245 N. Backer Ave.  MS PB-7
Fresno, CA  93740-8001
PB 224 Office

Note: Although Liaison Officers primarily work with HSI’s in their geographic
area, they are available to assist in any area of the country.

D
Purpose This notice announces the USDA Liaison Officers.
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2 Action

A
Managerial and
Supervisory
Action

Managers and supervisors may contact the USDA Liaison Officers for assistance
in publicizing programs and employment opportunities.  Ultimately, the goal is to
establish a strong working partnership between USDA agencies and the
institutions of higher education.

B
HRD and KC
Personnel
Division Action

HRD and the KC Personnel Division are also available to assist managers and
supervisors in outreach efforts to underserved communities when filling vacancies.


