
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For: All FFAS Employees 
 

Department of Agriculture Hall of Heroes 
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Management 

 
 

 
1 Overview 
 
  A Background 
 

Secretary Dan Glickman established the “Hall of Heroes” at a ceremony in September 2000. 
At that ceremony, four charter members were inducted.  Last year, Secretary Vilsack had the 
privilege of inducting five more members during USDA's Fall Harvest program.  A list of all 
of the inductees is detailed in Exhibit 1. 

 
  B Purpose 
 

To develop a slate of prestigious FFAS candidates to present to Secretary Vilsack who will 
select the next inductee(s) into Department of Agriculture (USDA) Hall of Heroes (DAHH) 
Awards. 
 
This notice informs all offices of the opportunity to submit nominations for DAHH.  All 
nominations must be submitted to HRD Awards Coordinator by close of business 
June 28, 2011 to meet the Department’s, Office of Human Resources Management (OHRM) 
deadline. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disposal Date 
 
November 1, 2011 

Distribution 
 
All FSA, RMA, and FAS employees; State 
Offices relay to County Offices 
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2  Criteria 
 
  A Nomination Considerations 
 

Although there are no limits to the number of nominations you may submit, nominees should 
be, in your judgment, those persons (living or deceased) and/or symbols that have had a 
direct and lasting impact on national/international agriculture and related programs.  
Nominations previously submitted, but not selected, may be resubmitted for further 
consideration using Exhibit 2. 
 
Offices should review highly successful programs and management improvements to identify 
potential nominees for awards.  Consideration should also be given to nominating those who 
have earned multiple recognition through a combination of outstanding performance ratings, 
promotions, quality step increases, cash awards, or special awards within or outside the 
Department.   

 
  B Evaluation Period 
 

Consider all periods of service to the agency.  However, the acts should have had a direct and 
lasting impact on national/international agriculture and related programs. 

 
 C Eligibility 

 
Employees at all grade levels and private citizens are eligible to receive these awards. 

 
Note: See Exhibit 1 for a list of previous inductees. 

 
3  Awards 
 
  A Types of Nominations 
 
   Nominations may be submitted for individuals. 

 
  B Nomination Contents 
 

All nominations must clearly describe: 
 

• direct and lasting impact on national/international agriculture and related programs  
• the significance of the contribution being recognized 
• the measurable or nonmeasurable benefits achieved, or both. 

 
Nominations shall contain adequate background information to establish the context and 
scope of each nominee’s contribution. 
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3  Awards (Continued) 
 

C Completing Nomination Form 
 

Each nomination will consist of a completed nomination form.  Ensure that: 
 

• names, titles, citations, and other relevant information are double-checked for spelling, 
grammar, and format 

 
 Note: Employee’s name will be printed as shown on the nomination. 

 
• Accomplishments/Contributions are included as Attachment 1 according to the 

following: 
 
• use 10-pitch courier print font 
• no more than two pages in length 

 
• Summary of Accomplishments/Contributions is no more than 100 words 

 
 Note: If selected the text may be used on the recipient’s plaques and certificates.  Be 

sure to edit them carefully. 
 

• all requested information on nomination form is accurately completed, such as 
Agency/Agricultural Area of Representation, awards, and publications. 
 

Note: The Under Secretary shall be the Authorizer/Subcabinet Official on the nomination 
form, Section 8.  

 
E Obtaining Nomination Form 

 
Nomination Form can be found in Exhibit 2 and by accessing the Department of Agriculture 
Hall of Heroes link memorandum from the Assistant Secretary for Administration, Pearlie S. 
Reed. 

 
4  Nominating Procedures 
 

A Nominations 
 

The procedures outlined in this notice shall be followed when submitting nominations. 
 

  B Selections 
 

HRD Awards Coordinator will inform the subcabinet officials of the Department’s decision 
when notified by OHRM.  Decisions about the date and ceremony format are being 
determined for this year’s celebration of recipients and will be announced in the very near 
future. 

 
The Awards Coordinator will not accept nominations submitted after the June 28, 2011 due 
date. 
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5  Contact Information 
 

A Contacts for Submitting Nomination Form 
 

Note: The Under Secretary shall be the Authorizer/Subcabinet Official on the nomination 
form, Section 8.  The "Nominator" must obtain the Under Secretary signature before 
submitting the nomination form on or before HRD final submission date 
June 28, 2011. 

 
Submit nomination form according to the following table. 
 
IF nomination is 
from... 

 
THEN submit Nomination Form through.... 

FSA National Office, 
Kansas City 
Complex and 
St. Louis 

appropriate Deputy Administrator to the Administrator to HRD 
Awards Coordinator, Catherine Baker at 202-205-9146 or 
catherine.baker@wdc.usda.gov. 

FSA State and 
County Offices 

SED and DAFO to the Administrator to HRD Awards 
Coordinator, Catherine Baker at 202-205-9146 or 
catherine.baker@wdc.usda.gov. 

FSA, APFO Director to the Administrator to HRD Awards Coordinator, 
Catherine Baker at 202-205-9146 or 
catherine.baker@wdc.usda.gov. 

FAS appropriate Deputy Administrator to the Administrator to HRD 
Awards Coordinator, Catherine Baker at 202-205-9146 or 
catherine.baker@wdc.usda.gov. 

RMA National, 
Regional, and 
Compliance Offices 

appropriate Deputy Administrator to the Administrator to HRD 
Awards Coordinator, Catherine Baker at 202-205-9146 or 
catherine.baker@wdc.usda.gov. 

 
If there are questions about the DAHH Awards nomination process, contact Catherine Baker 
by either of the following: 
 
• e-mail to Catherine.Baker@wdc.usda.gov 
• telephone at 202-401-0687. 
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Department of Agriculture Hall of Heroes Inductees 
 

September 2000: 
 
Hugh Hammond Bennett Father of Soil Conservation 
George Washington Carver Father of Chemurgy 
Senator Robert Dole   National Leader of Nutrition and Farming Programs 
Smokey Bear   America’s Fire Prevention Bear 
 
 
September 2010: 
 
George S. McGovern  Advocate for Malnutrition and Hunger 
Norm Berg    Chief Emeritus, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Thomas Monroe Campbell First Black Extension Agent in the United States 
Justin Smith Morrill  Father of the Land-Grant College System 
Senator Tom Harkin  Advocate for the Agricultural Community 
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