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1 Overview 
 

 A  Background 
   

When a member of the partnership or joint venture (joint operation) is an individual with 
other farming interests separate from the joint operation and is growing the same crop, the 
individual’s customer profile will include quantities for joint operation and for the member’s 
separate operation.  Since the current eLDP software cannot differentiate between quantities 
for a share of a joint operation and the individual operation, there is potential for an eLDP 
application to be overpaid. 
 
When an eLDP application is processed for a joint operation, eLDP software will pull data 
from each member’s customer profile before the application process can continue.  The 
specific crop must be established in each member’s individual customer profile before an 
application for a joint operation can be processed. 
 
All eLDP applications are processed at the County Office when a farming operation does not 
have Level 2 eAuthentication.  County Offices review requests before processing the 
applications, decreasing the potential for an overpayment.  However, overpayments may still 
occur if County Offices do not monitor the eligible quantities. 

 
 B Purpose 

 
The purpose of this notice is to inform State and County Offices of the revised instructions 
for establishing customer profiles for members of joint operations who have separate farming 
interests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disposal Date 
 
April 1, 2006 

Distribution 
 
All FSA Offices; State Offices relay to County 
Offices 
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1 Overview (Continued) 

 
C Contact 

 
If there are any questions about this notice, please contact either of the following. 

 
Name Telephone E-mail 
Kimberly Graham 202-720-9754 Kimberly.Graham@wdc.usda.gov. 
Laura Schlote 202-720-7785 Laura.Schlote@wdc.usda.gov. 

 
2 General Information 
 
 A Current eLDP Application Process 
 

Current eLDP software cannot differentiate between quantities for a share of a joint 
operation or for the individual operation.  This may cause an individual to request quantities 
intended for the joint operation or for a joint operation to request quantities intended for a 
member’s individual operation. 
 
The potential for overpayments increases for members of a joint operation when all of the 
following conditions are true: 

   
• joint operations in which a member is an individual 

 
• individuals of the joint operation have a farming operation separate from the joint 

operation 
 

• individuals of a joint operation will request eLDP services separate from the joint 
operation 
 

• individuals and joint operation grow the same crop. 
 

Note: This notice is not applicable when the individual member will not be requesting 
eLDP services separate from the joint operation. 

 
B Revised Instructions 

 
Until software is enhanced to accommodate members with other farming interests that meet 
the conditions in subparagraph A: 
 
• only County Offices are authorized to process eLDP requests for joint operations with a 

member having a separate farming interest 
 

• customer profiles for the joint operations shall be established according to paragraph 3 of 
this notice. 
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3 Establishing Customer Profiles for Members of a Joint Operation Having Separate 

Farming Interests 
  

A Members With Level 2 eAuthentication 
 

Individuals with Level 2 eAuthentication authorization may act on behalf of themselves or on 
behalf of the joint operation. 
 
The customer profile for these individuals will include quantities intended for the separate 
farming operation as well as quantities set-aside for the joint operation.  
 
Since the current eLDP software cannot differentiate between the quantities, a producer with 
Level 2 eAuthentication could apply from an external location for eLDP services as an 
individual and use quantities set-aside for the joint operation.  The reverse is also true in that 
the same individual could apply for the joint operation and use quantities set aside for the 
separate farming operation. 
 
Until software is enhanced, County Offices shall: 
 
• only establish customer profiles for the member with Level 2 eAuthentication 
• establish customer profiles for the joint operation: 
 

• at the time of the eLDP request 
• for only the requested quantity. 

 
B All Members Without Level 2 eAuthentication 

 
When all members of the joint operation do not have Level 2 eAuthentication authorization 
County Offices shall establish customer profiles and monitor eligible quantity as follows: 
 
• print the current Running Account query for the joint operation before establishing 

customer profiles 
 

Note:  See 12-PS, Part 14, Section 6 to print the Running Account query. 
 

• evaluate eligible bushels from Remaining Projected Eligible Quantity column from the 
Running Account query to determine maximum quantities than may be entered in the 
customer profile 

 
• establish customer profiles for the joint operation according to Notice PS-509 
 
• process eLDP requests for both the individual and joint operation 
 
• manually monitor the quantities for the: 
 

• joint operation  
• individual member with separate farming interests. 
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4 Existing Customer Profiles  
 

A Existing Customer Profiles That Are Affected by the Revised Instructions 
 

County Offices will not be required to delete existing customer profiles for joint operations 
when a member of the joint operation has a separate operation and a Level 2 eAuthorization.  
 
County Offices shall print a Running Account by Individual query for those affected 
persons/operation and mail a copy of the report to the affected members notifying them that 
if they apply for an external eLDP to be cautious that they apply for the correct operation and 
quantity. 
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Checklist for Establishing Customer Profiles 
 

County Offices shall use the following table to determine when to establish customer profiles for 
joint operations when a member has other farming interests. 

 
Step Question IF Yes… IF No… 

1 Does the joint operation 
have members with other 
farming interests? 

Go to Step 2. Print the Running Account query 
for the joint operation. 
 
Establish a customer profile 
according to Notice PS-509. 
 
Note:  Do not enter quantities in 

excess of column 3 of the 
query. 

2 Does the member of the 
joint operation grow the 
same crop? 

Go to Step 3. Print the Running Account query 
for the individual and joint 
operation. 
 
Establish a customer profile 
according to Notice PS-509. 
 
Note:  Do not enter quantities in 

excess of column 3 of the 
query. 

3 Does a member have 
Level 2 eAuthentication? 

Print the Running 
Account query for the 
individual with Level 2 
eAuthentication. 
 
Establish a customer 
profile for the member’s 
other farming interest 
according to Notice 
PS-509. 

Print the Running Account query 
for both the joint operation and 
the individual. 
 
Establish customer profiles 
according to Notice PS-509 
 
Note:  Do not enter quantities in 

excess of the eLDP 
request. 

 
Note:   If the joint operation has not filed an eLDP request, County Offices shall: 

 
• print the Running Account query for the joint operation 
• establish a customer profile according to Notice PS-509 
• not enter a quantity in excess of column 3 of the Running Account query. 
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