
 

Notice PS-610 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  State and County Offices 
 

eLDP Enhancements for Establishing Customer Profiles for Combined Producers 
Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 

 
1 Overview 
 

A Background 
 

Combined producers are individuals or entities that are determined by COC to be combined 
as 1 "person" for payment limitation (PLM) purposes. 
 
County Offices have had to manually determine eLDP PLM for combined producers as the 
eLDP software was unable to validate PLM's for combined producers.  
 
eLDP software has been enhanced, when establishing customer profiles, to read a web-based 
combined entity file to validate eLDP PLM for combined producers. 
 

B Purpose 
 

This notice informs State and County Offices of eLDP enhancements for validating eLDP 
PLM for combined producers. 
 

C Contact 
 

For questions or situations not addressed in this notice, State Offices shall contact Laura 
Schlote, PSD, by either of the following: 
 
• e-mail at laura.schlote@wdc.usda.gov 
• telephone at 202-720-7785. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disposal Date 
 
June 1, 2008 

Distribution 
 
State Offices; State Offices relay to County Offices 
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2 eLDP Software Enhancements 
 

A Determining PLM for Combined Producers 
 

When 2 or more producers are combined for PLM purposes a combination record is created 
in the web-based combined entity file.  
 
When establishing a customer profile for combined producers, the eLDP software validates 
that the cumulative eLDP PLM for all ID numbers does not exceed $75,000. 
 
Note: The maximum PLM cannot exceed $75,000 for regular and $75,000 for other price 

support programs (honey, wool, mohair, pelts, and peanuts). 
 
Example 1: XY Inc. contains members X and Y.  Member X owns 60 percent of the 

corporation.  Procedure requires that members who own more than 50 percent 
of an entity must be combined with the entity for PLM purposes.  A 
combination record exists that contains XY Inc. and Individual X.  Individual 
X also has other farming interests unrelated to XY Inc. 

 
A profile is established for XY Inc. and PLM has been established for 
$50,000.  

 
Individual X also has a separate farming interest.  When a profile is 
established for Individual X, eLDP PLM cannot exceed $25,000. 

 
Note: An error message will be displayed when an eLDP PLM is entered that 

exceeds the available amount that may be allocated for a combined 
producer. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
10-18-07 Page 2 



Notice PS-610 
 
2 eLDP Software Enhancements 
 

A Determining Payment Limitation for Combined Producers 
 
Example 2: ABC Partnership is made up of members A, B, and C.  A and B are husband 

and wife. 
 

AB Inc. is made up of members A and B from ABC Partnership.   
 

Procedure requires that husbands and wives who together own more than 
50 percent of an entity be combined as “1” person.  A combination record 
exists that contains AB Inc., Individual A, and Individual B. 

 
A customer profile is established for A, B, and C as members of ABC 
partnership. 

 
A profile is established for member A for $50,000 PLM.  When the profile is 
established for member B, the software will recognize that $50,000 has 
already been established for member A and will not allow eLDP PLM to be 
entered for member B that exceeds $25,000.  In this scenario, $25,000 was 
entered for member B. 

 
Since member A and B are also combined with Corporation AB, a profile 
cannot be established for Corporation AB because all eLDP PLM has been 
allocated to A and B.  A message will be displayed indicating that the profile 
cannot be established for Corporation AB because the: 

 
• corporation is a combined producer  
• PLM cannot exceed $75,000. 

 
 B Multi-County Combined Producers 
 

eLDP software currently validates that the cumulative eLDP PLM for multi-county 
producers does not exceed $75,000. 
 
When a combined producer is also a multi-county producer, the eLDP software will also 
validate that the cumulative eLDP PLM does not exceed $75,000 between counties. 
 
Example 1: XY Inc. contains members X & Y in County A.  Member X owns 60 percent 

of the corporation.  Procedure requires that members who own more than 
50 percent of an entity must be combined with the entity for PLM purposes.  
A combination record exists that contains XY Inc. and Individual X.  
Individual X also has other farming interests in County B unrelated to XY Inc. 

 
A profile is established for XY Inc. and PLM has been established for $40,000 
in County A. When a profile is established for Individual X in County B, 
eLDP PLM cannot exceed $35,000. 
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