UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency
Washington, DC 20250

Notice SIP-24

For: ME, NH, NY, and VT State and County Offices

Clarifyng SIP Policy for Northeast Storm Damage

Approved by: Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs

1 Overview

A
Background

B
Purpose

Notice SIP-23 was issued with the concurrence of FS; however, after further
review, FS determined that FSA Offices should discontinue following the
provisions of Notice SIP-23, subparagraph 2 D, effective immediately.

Landowners must have an approved stewardship plan or an approved "Interim
Framework Plan" in place according to this notice to participate in SIP, as required
by the Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978.

Further, Notice SIP-23 erroneously provided that Ice Storm SIP funds cannot be
assigned. All other provisions in Notice SIP-23 remain in effect as issued.

This notice clarifies:

e landowner eligibility requirements regarding the need for a stewardship plan to
receive Ice Storm SIP funds

e Ice Storm SIP payment assignment policy.

Disposal Date

October 1, 2001

Distribution

Above State Offices; State Offices relay to applicable
County Offices, State Forestry Offices, and NRCS
State Offices; FS, 5; CSREES, 5

8-28-98
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Notice SIP-24

2 Eligibility Requirements for Ice Storm SIP Funds

A

Plans Needed for
Contract
Approval

8-28-98

Ordinarily, landowners must have a Stewardship Plan written and approved by
their State Forestry office to apply for cost-share assistance under SIP. To
accommodate the urgency of situations because of the ice storm damage, this
process has been adjusted.

To receive Ice Storm SIP funds, landowners must have an approved Stewardship
Plan. However, landowners may be approved to implement SIP practices before
full completion of their Stewardship Plan, if they have an "Interim Framework
Plan" approved by the State Service Forester. Landowners will not be reimbursed
for any practices, however, until the full Stewardship Plan is completed and
approved.

Landowners who do not already have an approved Stewardship Plan must meet
with their Service Forester to establish the development of a plan. The Service
Forester will identify, in writing, the practices that need to be implemented and
may be eligible for cost-share. This will constitute an "Interim Framework Plan"
and must identify and describe actions to be taken by the landowner to protect soil,
water, aesthetics, recreation, timber, water, and fish and wildlife resources in a
manner that is compatible with the objectives of the landowner. The "Interim
Framework Plan" will be used as the basis for the Stewardship Plan.

While the Service Forester is writing the full required Stewardship Plan, the
landowner may apply for Ice Storm SIP cost-share for practices listed in the
"Interim Framework Plan". Upon approval of the applications, landowners may
begin implementing the practices. The full Forest Stewardship Plan must be
completed and approved before the Service Forester may certify completion of the
practices. Landowners may then receive cost-share reimbursement based on
established rates and cost documentation.
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3 Payments

A
Contract
Payments

4 Action

A
State Office
Action

B
County Office
Action

8-28-98

Notice SIP-24

Because funds were received under an emergency supplemental appropriation, Ice
Storm SIP Fund Contract Payments are not subject to setoffs. However, they are
subject to Prompt Payment Provisions and may also be assigned.

The amount of SIP (regular and Ice Storm) payments to any 1 landowner shall not
exceed $10,000 in any FY.

Note: Maximum payment limitations provisions in 1-SIP, Part 8, Section 1 apply.

State Offices shall immediately provide a copy of this notice to County Offices and
FS State Offices or applicable State Forestry Offices.

County Offices shall:

e provide a copy of this notice to Service Foresters
e immediately inform landowners of the clarified policy contained in this notice.
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