
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Farm Service Agency 
Washington, DC 20250 
 
For:  Tobacco State and County Offices 
 

Delegation of Authority for Contract Determinations and  
Notification of Appeal Rights for the Tobacco Transition Payment Program (TTPP) 

 Approved by:  Deputy Administrator, Farm Programs 

 
 

 
1  Overview 
 
  A Background 
 

The County Executive Director (CED) is the only delegated representative of Commodity 
Credit Corporation (CCC) to take actions on TTPP contracts.  This CCC representative 
will have sole authority for each initial TTPP contract determination whether that 
determination is approval or disapproval.  COC has no authority to make an initial 
determinations about a TTPP contract.  Contracts that a CED approves shall be 
immediately eligible for payment.  Holders of contracts that a CED does not approve shall 
immediately be notified of appeal rights. 
 

  B Purpose 
 

This notice provides information about the following: 
 
• initial contract determination 
• appeal rights when a contract is disapproved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disposal Date 
 
December 1, 2005 

Distribution 
 
Tobacco State Office; State Offices relay to 
applicable County Offices 
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2  CED Action  
 

A Approved Contracts  
  

When a TTPP contract is approved, CED will complete CCC-955 or CCC-956, items 7A 
through 7B, marking action taken as “Approved”.  After CCC-960 has been printed, CED will 
complete items 8A through 8C.  A copy of the approved contract shall be attached to CCC-
960 and both will be mailed to the contract holder.  A forthcoming notice will provide details 
about printing CCC-960. 

 
  B Disapproved Contracts and Appeal Rights 

 
When a TTPP contract is disapproved, CED will complete CCC-955 or CCC-956, items 7A 
through 7B, marking action taken as “Disapproved”.  No CCC-960 will print for a 
disapproved contract.  A copy of the disapproved contract shall be attached to a letter that 
provides appeal rights to the contract holder.  In addition to stating in the letter why the 
contract was disapproved, the following mandatory language shall be used. 
 

“You may appeal my determination to the County Committee by filing a written request 
not later than 30 calendar days after the date of this notice in accordance with the FSA 
appeal procedures found at 7 CFR Part 780.  If you appeal to the County Committee, you 
have the right to an informal hearing which you or your representative may attend either 
personally or by telephone.  If you appeal this determination to the County Committee, 
you may later appeal an adverse determination of the County Committee to the FSA State 
Committee or NAD.  To appeal, write to the County Committee at the following address 
and explain why you believe my determination is erroneous. 
 
(insert County Committee address)” 

 
  C TTPP Contract for CED 

 
CED may not make the initial determination on his or her own contract.  In the case where 
there is a TTPP contract for a CED, CED in another county, appointed by SED, shall approve 
or disapprove the contract. 

 
  D Approval Authorization 
 

A forthcoming notice will provide authority and the date on which to begin contract 
approvals. 
 
Note: This notice does not provide approval authority. 
 

3 Action 
 
 A State Office Action 
 

State Offices shall ensure that CED’s follow the provisions in this notice. 
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