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WASHINGTON, Dec. 13, 2023 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that it
will begin issuing more than $223 million in Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP)
payments. These payments help producers who suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue due
to the COVID-19 pandemic for the 2020 calendar year.

Eligible PARP applicants must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020
calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable gross revenue for the 2020 calendar
year, as compared to a baseline year. PARP benefits help address gaps in previous pandemic
assistance, which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue
losses. PARP was designed to help deliver financial assistance to a broader set of producers,
including underserved communities, small and medium sized producers, and farmers and producers
of livestock and less traditional crops.

"USDA realizes the importance of PARP payments, especially since they are benefitting producers
who may not have received assistance through other USDA pandemic assistance programs,” said
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Zach Ducheneaux. "PARP implementation marks the
delivery of the final program in the suite of pandemic assistance programs provided by FSA and is
also one of the first times that FSA has delivered a program focused on decreases in revenue. The
number of applications we received for PARP assistance shows there is producer need for and
interest in programs that consider other indicators of disaster impacts on their business, like
decreases in revenue."

The PARP application period closed July 14, 2023. More than 38,500 PARP applications triggered
payments totaling nearly $7 billion, meaning PARP program participation exceeds available funding.
Therefore, consistent with PARP regulations, to ensure equitable funding distribution to all eligible
producers, a 9.5% payment factor has been applied to all payments. These PARP payments are in
addition to the $31.9 billion in pandemic assistance that USDA has already provided to eligible
producers through the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 1 and 2 as well as the FSA programs in
the Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative.

"It is important to remember that, as part of filling gaps in equitable service to all pandemic-impacted
producers, we were able to increase the number of specialty crop and underserved producers
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benefiting from pandemic assistance and bring new producers to FSA through our Service Center
doors," said Ducheneaux. "The demand for PARP assistance greatly exceeds available funding
resources. We left no stone unturned in our efforts to find additional funding. We worked to assist as
many producers in need of help as possible in designing PARP, which requires the current decision to
heavily factor payments consistent with program regulations."

For more information on available FSA programs, contact your local?USDA Service Center.???

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris administration, USDA is transforming
America's food system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and
producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in
rural America and committing to equity across the department by removing systemic barriers and building a workforce more

representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.
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