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Seed and Vendor Finder Tool for CRP
Participants and Native Seed Vendors

USDA has worked with the Conservation Biology
Institute (CBI) to design and build a free online easy-
to-use Seed and Vendor finder tool to support the
producers enrolling in the CRP program, along with
other conservation efforts involving native plantings.
CBI also partnered with the Institute for Applied
Ecology (IAE) to address the needs of the Native

& Seed Network and significantly expanded the native
seed customer and vendor base.

The seed and vendor finder can be found here: Seed and Vendor Finder

Currently, CBI has seeded the tool with 214 vendors found through an online search
from across the country with limited profiles, and 42 have voluntarily completed full
profiles which includes their plant inventory. The tool is designed for easy uploading of
their profile and inventory. It also provides an opportunity for vendors without a website
to have an online presence and be found by customers looking for seeds. Also check
out the plant finder tool where you can find suitable plants, including pollinator friendly
plants for your area and soil type. Currently we have 20+ unique visitors to the tool
every day and that number is growing!
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All vendors are encouraged to add their profile and inventory to the tool. You
can do this easily by filling out this simple form located here:
https://crptool.org/contact/. A member of the CBI team will send you an invite within
24 h to create your full profile.

Producers Can Now Enroll in ARC and PLC
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year, including ARC and PLC.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which
provide crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire
farm. Although election changes for 2025 are optional, producers must enroll through a
signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm it
will continue for 2025 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the April 15 deadline, their election
remains the same as their 2024 election for commodities on the farm from the prior
year. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in
the cropland.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed and wheat.

USDA also reminds producers that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact
eligibility for some crop insurance products including Supplemental Coverage Option,
Enhanced Coverage Option and, for cotton producers, the Stacked Income Protection
Plan (commonly referred to as STAX).

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC
webpage.
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Producers Can Now Enroll in Dairy Margin
Coverage

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting
applications for Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC)
for the 2025 coverage year from Jan. 29 to March
& 31. DMC is a voluntary risk management

i program that offers protection to dairy producers
gl when the difference between the all-milk price
and the average feed price (the margin) falls
below a certain dollar amount selected by the
producer. The American Relief Act, 2025
extended many Farm Bill-authorized programs for another year, including DMC.

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, minus
a $100 administrative fee. The administrative fee is waived for dairy producers who are
considered limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a military veteran.

DMC payments are calculated using updated feed and premium hay costs, making the
program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses. These updated feed
calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay. For more information on DMC, visit

the DMC webpage.

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) Losses

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance
to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters
including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood,
excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among
others.

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2024 crops and file a
notice of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops and
certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss becomes
apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits,
vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass,
ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.
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For more detailed information on NAP, visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. To get started with NAP,
we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.

Tree Assistance Program

If you're an orchardist or nursery tree grower whose experienced losses from natural
disasters during calendar year 2024, you must submit a TAP application either 90
calendar days after the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent.

TAP provides financial assistance to help you replant or rehabilitate eligible trees,
bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for
commercial purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees
that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess
of 15 percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster, plus an adjustment for normal
mortality. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which
the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be
replaced within 12 months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative
total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for which you can receive TAP
payments, cannot exceed 1,000 acres annually.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team in [Name] County is already working on operating loans for spring
202# and asks potential borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely
processed. The farm loan team can help determine which loan programs are best for
applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any
farm operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm
ownership loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early
purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for
smaller and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a
new operation, purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming
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operation. Loans to beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a
priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan
collateral and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide
cash flow to the producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more
advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent
handling equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including
bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for
vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to
eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning
farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

o Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA

o Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for
New Crop Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGl)
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation applicable
to the program applicant.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility
and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that
may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the
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participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment eligibility
and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related
forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. Participants are
required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the farming operation that
may affect the previous determination of record by filing a new or updated CCC-902 as
applicable.

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a change
of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:

e Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
e Aland lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule
e A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

o The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor

o The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's
share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal labor,
and/or active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for participation in
an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation contracts and NRCS
easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to approval of the contract
or easement and is applicable for the duration of the contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being
requested.



USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for
Producers Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic
loss for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation
may suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or

the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to
report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency
(FSA) office.

If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a
Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent,
except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to
livestock, fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have
fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying
natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop
acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers
suffering the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants
or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or
feed losses by the application deadline for each program. For TAP, you will need to file
a program application within 90 days.

Documentation
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It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating
cold weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock
numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records
Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents
Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration
Program can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical
assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with
credit needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs
like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other
needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides
financial resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with
immediate needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and
conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal
mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can
help you determine program or loan options. For additional flexibilities, visit
farmers.gov/hurricane.
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