USDA Farm Service Agency

_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Utah FSA Newsletter - April 10, 2025

In This Issue:

USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers to Enroll in Key Safety Net Programs
USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers Facing Inclement Weather
FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available nationwide

USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now in Effect

USDA Expediting $10 Billion in Direct Economic Assistance to Agricultural
Producers

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) Losses
Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop Year

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented Planted Acres

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Team Update

Payment Limitation

USDA Designates Four Utah Counties as Primary Natural Disaster Areas
USDA Designates Ten Wyoming Counties as Primary Natural Disaster
Areas

USDA Designates Two Utah Counties as Primary Natural Disaster Areas

o« USDA Designates Three New Mexico Counties as Primary Natural Disaster
Areas

USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers to
Enroll in Key Safety Net Programs

Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage
(ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2025 crop year have until
April 15, 2025, to revise elections and sign contracts. Both safety net programs,
delivered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), provide vital income support to
eligible farmers who experience substantial declines in crop prices or revenues for
the 2025 crop year.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which provide
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual, which protects the entire farm. Although
election changes for 2025 are optional, producers must enroll, with a signed
contract, each year. If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm, the contract
will continue for 2025 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the April 15, 2025, deadline, the
election remains the same as their 2024 election for eligible commodities on the
farm. Also, producers who do not complete enroliment and sign their contract by the
deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2025 year and will not receive a



payment if one is triggered. Farm owners can only enroll in these programs if they
have a share interest in the commodity.

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following
commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed,
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed,
educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming operations.

Producers are encouraged to use the tool of their choice to support their ARC and

PLC elections.

Crop Insurance Considerations

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact
eligibility for some crop insurance products offered by USDA’s Risk Management
Agency (RMA). Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of
purchasing Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved
Insurance Provider, but producers of covered commodities who elect ARC are
ineligible for SCO on their planted acres.

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by
participating in ARC for the same crop, on the same acres. Producers may elect
ECO regardless of their farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are
ineligible for the stacked income protection plan, or STAX, on their planted cotton
acres.

Optimizing FSA Office Visits

Agricultural producers visiting FSA to complete ARC/PLC elections and enrollment
are encouraged to also conduct other FSA program business during their scheduled
appointment including completing farm loan applications and applying for the
recently announced Emergency Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP).

Sign up for ECAP began on March 19, 2025. ECAP, authorized by the American
Relief Act, 2025, provides up to $10 billion to agricultural producers for the 2024
crop year. Administered by FSA, ECAP will help agricultural producers mitigate the
impacts of increased input costs and falling commodity prices. Congress gave
USDA 90 days to implement the program, and that deadline was met. Producers of
eligible commodities must submit ECAP applications to their local ESA county
office by Aug. 15, 2025. Only one application is required for all ECAP eligible
commodities nationwide. ECAP applications can be submitted to FSA in-person,
electronically using Box and One-Span, by fax or by applying online at
fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing a secure login.gov account. For more information,
please visit the ECAP website or review the ECAP Fact Sheet.

More details are forthcoming on more than $20 billion to be made available through
the American Relief Act, 2025, for producers who suffered losses from natural
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disasters in 2023 and 2024 including $2 billion set aside for livestock producers and
other funds that will be administered through block grants with states.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for
Producers Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges
and often result in catastrophic loss for agricultural
producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your
operation may suffer losses. USDA offers several
programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers with coverage through the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to
remind you to report crop damage to your local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) office. You will need to file a
Notice of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15
days of loss becoming apparent, except for hand-
harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

If you have Federal Crop Insurance, contact your crop insurance agent within 72
hours of discovering damage and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days.

Disaster Assistance

USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to
livestock, fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have
fewer risk management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers
for a portion of the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result
of a qualifying natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage.
And, the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to
producers of grazed forage crop acres that have suffered crop loss due to a
qualifying drought. Livestock producers suffering the impacts of drought can also
request Emergency Haying and Grazing on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to
rehabilitate and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and
nurseries. This complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the
crop but not the plants or trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or
feed losses by the application deadline for each program. For TAP, you will need to
file a program application within 90 days.
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Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this
devastating cold weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document
beginning livestock numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures
prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

Purchase records

Production records
Vaccination records

Bank or other loan documents
Third-party certification

Other Programs

The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration
Program can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical
assistance to restore damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that

are triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers
with credit needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase
inputs like livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and
other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides
financial resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help
with immediate needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters
and conserve water resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency
animal mortality disposal from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can
help you determine program or loan options.

FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available
nationwide

The new customer kiosks from USDA’s Farm Service
Agency are now available at every county office
nationwide. These kiosks help to streamline your visit to
your local county office and easily access a variety of
features such as signing FSA documents, utilizing the
Loan Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs, accessing the internet, accessing
necessary personal information, and signing up for a Login.gov account, which
provides access to farmers.gov level two features and other USDA and U.S.
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Government web resources. Future kiosk functionality enhancements include a
customer check-in application, self-service option for FSA program applications and
documents, financial inquiries and more.

Learn more about how FSA is modernizing our customer experience. <link to blog
post>

USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now in
Effect

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) updates to the Farm Service
Agency’s (FSA) Farm Loan Programs are officially in effect. These changes, part of
the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are designed to
increase financial flexibility for agricultural producers, allowing them to grow their
operations, boost profitability, and build long-term savings.

These program updates reflect USDA’s ongoing commitment to supporting the
financial success and resilience of farmers and ranchers nationwide, offering critical
tools to help borrowers manage their finances more effectively.

What the new rules mean for you:

e Low-interest installment set-aside program: Financially distressed borrowers
can now defer up to one annual loan payment at a reduced interest rate.
This simplified option helps ease financial pressure while keeping farming
operations running smoothly.

o Flexible repayment terms: New repayment options give borrowers the ability
to increase their cash flow and build working capital reserves, allowing for
long-term financial planning that includes saving for retirement, education,
and other future needs.

o Reduced collateral requirements: FSA has lowered the amount of additional
loan security needed for direct farm loans, making it easier for borrowers to
leverage their existing equity without putting their personal residence at risk.

These new rules provide more financial freedom to borrowers. By giving farmers
and ranchers better tools to manage their operations, we’re helping them build long-
term financial stability. It's all about making sure they can keep their land, grow their
business, and invest in the future.

If you're an FSA borrower or considering applying for a loan, now is the time to take
advantage of these new policies. We encourage you to reach out to your local FSA
farm loan staff to ensure you fully understand the wide range of loan making and
servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining your
agricultural operation.

To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.
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USDA Expediting $10 Billion in Direct
Economic Assistance to Agricultural
Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is issuing up to $10 billion directly to
agricultural producers through the Emergency Commaodity Assistance Program
(ECAP) for the 2024 crop year. Administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA), ECAP will help agricultural producers mitigate the impacts of increased input
costs and falling commodity prices.

Authorized by the American Relief Act, 2025, these economic relief payments are
based on planted and prevented planted crop acres for eligible commodities for the
2024 crop year. To streamline and simplify the delivery of ECAP, FSA will begin
sending pre-filled applications to producers who submitted acreage reports to FSA
for 2024 eligible ECAP commodities soon after the signup period opens on March
19, 2025. Producers do not have to wait for their pre-filled ECAP application to
apply. They can visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to apply using a login.gov account or
contact their local FSA office to request an application once the signup period
opens.

Eligible Commodities and Payment Rates

The commodities below are eligible for these per-acre payment rates:

o Wheat - $30.69 Eligible oilseeds:

o Corn - $42.91 o Canola-$31.83

e Sorghum - $42.52 e Crambe — $19.08
o Barley - $21.67 o Flax-$20.97

o Oats - $77.66 o Mustard - $11.36

o Upland cotton & Extra-long staple cotton - . Rapeseed -$23.63

$84.74
e Long & medium grain rice - $76.94 o Safflower - $26.32
o Peanuts - $75.51 e Sesame - $16.83

e Sunflower —
$27.23

e Soybeans - $29.76

e Drypeas-$16.02

o Lentils - $19.30

o Small Chickpeas - $31.45

o Large Chickpeas - $24.02
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Producer Eligibility

Eligible producers must report 2024 crop year planted and prevented planted acres
to FSA on an FSA-578, Report of Acreage form. Producers who have not previously
reported 2024 crop year acreage or filed a notice of loss for prevented planted
crops must submit an acreage report by the Aug. 15, 2025, deadline. Eligible
producers can visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap for eligibility and payment details.

Applying for ECAP

Producers must submit ECAP applications to their local FSA county office by Aug.
15, 2025. Only one application is required for all ECAP eligible commodities
nationwide. ECAP applications can be submitted to FSA in-person, electronically
using Box and One-Span, by fax or by applying online at fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing
a secure login.gov account.

If not already on file for the 2024 crop year, producers must have the following
forms on file with FSA:

Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.

Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.

Form CCC 943, 75 percent of Average Gross Income from Farming,

Ranching, or Forestry Certification (if applicable).

o AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification.

e SF-3881, Direct Deposit.

Except for the new CCC-943, most producers, especially those who have
previously participated in FSA programs, likely have these forms on file. However,
those who are uncertain and want to confirm the status of their forms or need to
submit the new CCC-943, can contact their local FSA county office.

If a producer does not receive a pre-filled ECAP application, and they planted or
were prevented from planting ECAP eligible commodities in 2024, they should
contact their local FSA office.

ECAP Payments and Calculator

ECAP payments will be issued as applications are approved. Initial ECAP payments
will be factored by 85% to ensure that total program payments do not exceed
available funding. If additional funds remain, FSA may issue a second payment.

ECAP assistance will be calculated using a flat payment rate for the eligible
commodity multiplied by the eligible reported acres. Payments are based on
acreage and not production. For acres reported as prevented plant, ECAP
assistance will be calculated at 50%.

For ECAP payment estimates, producers are encouraged to visit
fsa.usda.gov/ecap to use the ECAP online calculator.
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Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) Losses

NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop
insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to
natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or
hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for
grazing), among others.

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for crops and file a notice
of loss the earlier of 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For hand-harvested crops
and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss
becomes apparent.

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which
crop insurance is not available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New
Crop Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI)
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation
applicable to the program applicant.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment
eligibility and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation
occurs that may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed
by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment
eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits
requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and
related forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct.
Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the
farming operation that may affect the previous determination of record by filing a
new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a
change of:
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o Shares of a contract, which may reflect:
1) Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
2) A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant
rule
3) A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor;

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's
share;

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal
labor, and/or active personal management

o Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for
participation in an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation
contracts and NRCS easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to
approval of the contract or easement and is applicable for the duration of the
contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being
requested.

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented
Planted Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planted and
failed acres in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some
programs.

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on
form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final
planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, to report failed acres.

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage
or loss through the administrative County Office within 72 hours of the date of
damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a
CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any method other
than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP), you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the



disaster or when losses become apparent. You must timely file a Notice of Loss for
failed acres on all crops including grasses.

To file a Notice of Loss, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Beginning Farmer and Rancher Team Update

Each state has a dedicated Beginning Farmer and Rancher (BFR) team to help
producers with less than 10 years’ experience learn about available programs and
services. Robin Sadlier is the State Coordinator and is the Outreach

Coordinator with Farm Service Agency. Robin is the team lead and will answer
questions from farmers and ranchers. If you are considering starting a farm
operation, she can also refer you to external resources and organizations to help
you learn more about business planning, starting a farm, and getting USDA
program ready. She can be reached at Robin.Sadlier@usda.gov or 801-524-
4536.

The other members of the team are Champions. They respond to questions,
provide support to county offices and plan outreach events specifically for beginning
farmers and ranchers. Utah State Champions are: Ruben Saavedra, Deputy
Director with Risk Management Agency; and Colette Ross, Community Economic
Development Specialist with Rural Development. The champion for Natural
Resources Conservation Service is currently vacant.

For more beginning farmer and rancher resources, visit the website at
www.farmers.gov/newfarmers.

Payment Limitation

Program payments may be limited by direct attribution to individuals or entities. A
legal entity is defined as an entity created under Federal or State law that owns land
or an agricultural commodity, product or livestock.

Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on the total payments
received by a person or legal entity, both directly and indirectly. Qualifying spouses
are eligible for a separate payment limitation.

Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs are subject to some or all of
the following:

e payment limitation by direct attribution (including common attribution)

e payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs

« substantive change requirements when a farming operation adds persons,
resulting in an increase in persons to which payment limitation applies
actively engaged in farming requirements

cash-rent tenant rule

foreign person rule

average AGI limitations
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e programs subject to AGlI limitation

No program benefits subject to payment eligibility and limitation will be provided
until all required forms for the specific situation are provided and necessary
payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations are made.

Payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations may be initiated by the
County Committee or requested by the producer.

Statutory and Regulatory rules require persons and legal entities, provide the
names and Tax ldentification Numbers (TINs) for all persons and legal entities with
an ownership interest in the farming operation to be eligible for payment.

Payment eligibility and payment limitation forms submitted by persons and legal
entities are subject to spot check through FSA’s end-of-year review process.

Persons or legal entities selected for end-of-year review must provide the County
Committee with operating loan documents, income and expense ledgers, canceled
checks for all expenditures, lease and purchase agreements, sales contracts,
property tax statements, equipment listings, lease agreements, purchase contracts,
documentation of who provided actual labor and management, employee time
sheets or books, crop sales documents, warehouse ledgers, gin ledgers, corporate
or entity papers, etc.

A finding that a person or legal entity is not actively engaged in farming results in
the person or legal entity being ineligible for any payment or benefit subject to the
actively engaged in farming rules.

Noncompliance with AGI provisions, either by exceeding the applicable limitation or
failure to submit a certification and consent for disclosure statement, will result in
payment ineligibility for all program benefits subject to AGI provisions. Program
payments are reduced in an amount that is commensurate with the direct and
indirect interest held by an ineligible person or legal entity in any legal entity,
general partnership, or joint operation that receives benefits subject to the average
AGI limitations.

If any changes occur that could affect an actively engaged in farming, cash-rent
tenant, foreign person, or average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) determination,
producers must timely notify the County FSA Office by filing revised farm operating
plans and/or supporting documentation, as applicable. Failure to timely notify the
County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility.

USDA Designates Four Utah Counties as
Primary Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed
emergency credit to producers recovering from natural disasters through
emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery needs
including the replacement of essential items such as equipment or livestock,
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reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will review
the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought
intensity value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more
consecutive weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: UTAH

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: November 25, 2025

Primary Counties Eligible: Garfield, Iron, Kane, Washington
Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:

o Utah: Beaver, Piute, San Juan, Wayne
e Arizona: Coconino, Mohave
e Nevada: Lincoln

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or
loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Designates Ten Wyoming Counties as
Primary Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed
emergency credit to producers recovering from natural disasters through
emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery needs
including the replacement of essential items such as equipment or livestock,
reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will review
the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought
intensity value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more
consecutive weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: WYOMING
Triggering Disaster: Drought
Application Deadline: November 25, 2025

Primary Counties Eligible: Albany, Big Horn, Carbon, Fremont, Hot Springs,
Lincoln, Natrona, Park, Sublette, Washakie
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Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:

e Wyoming: Converse, Johnson, Laramie, Platte, Sheridan, Sweetwater,
Teton, Uinta

Colorado: Jackson, Larimer, Moffat, Routt

Idaho: Bear Lake, Bonneville, Caribou

Montana: Big Horn, Carbon, Gallatin, Park

Utah: Rich

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or
loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Designates Two Utah Counties as
Primary Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed
emergency credit to producers recovering from natural disasters through
emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery needs
including the replacement of essential items such as equipment or livestock,
reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will review
the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought
intensity value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more
consecutive weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: UTAH

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: December 1, 2025
Primary Counties Eligible: Beaver, San Juan
Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:

Utah: Emery, Garfield, Grand, Iron, Kane, Millard, Piute, Sevier, Wayne
Arizona: Apache, Coconino, Navajo

Colorado: Dolores, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose, San Miguel
Nevada: Lincoln

New Mexico: San Juan

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or
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loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Designates Three New Mexico
Counties as Primary Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed
emergency credit to producers recovering from natural disasters through
emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery needs
including the replacement of essential items such as equipment or livestock,
reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will review
the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought
intensity value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more
consecutive weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: NEW MEXICO

Triggering Disaster: Drought

Application Deadline: December 1, 2025

Primary Counties Eligible: Rio Arriba, San Juan, Socorro
Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:

e New Mexico: Caton, Cibola, Lincoln, Los Alamos, McKinley, Mora,
Sandoval, Santa Fe, Sierra, Taos, Torrance, Valencia

e Arizona: Apache

e Colorado: Archuleta, Conejos, La Plata, Montezuma

o Utah: San Juan

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or
loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.
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