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Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New Crop
Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed CCC-902
Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) Certification and Consent
to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the applicant’'s payment eligibility and
establish the maximum payment limitation applicable to the program applicant.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment eligibility and
payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation occurs that may affect
the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed by the participant is considered to
be a continuous certification used for all payment eligibility and payment limitation
determinations applicable for the program benefits requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and related forms on
file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. Participants are required to timely
notify the county office of any changes in the farming operation that may affect the previous
determination of record by filing a new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a change of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:
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e Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
e Aland lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent tenant rule
e A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's
share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal
labor, and/or active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for participation
in an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation contracts and NRCS
easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to approval of the contract
or easement and is applicable for the duration of the contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines established for
each applicable program for which program benefits are being requested.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan team is already working on operating loans for spring 2025 and asks potential
borrowers to submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team
can help determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm
operation for just about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership
loans can help large and small farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts
for spring inputs as well expenses throughout the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm
Ownership and Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller
and non-traditional operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new operation,
purchasing equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. Loans to
beginning farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral
and obtain a 9-month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the
producer and allow them to market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store
eligible commodities, for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling
equipment. A variety of structures are eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain



bins, hay storage structures, and refrigerated structures for vegetables and fruit. A producer
may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Conduct Business Online Through the
Farmers.gov Portal

Looking for ways to do business with USDA that saves you time? Look no further
than farmers.gov.

When you create an_account for the farmers.gov authenticated customer portal, you have
access to self-service features through a secure login. Managing your business with USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is faster
than ever. From e-signing documents, viewing, printing, and exporting maps and receiving
notifications of payment disbursements, a farmers.gov authenticated account makes doing
business with USDA easy and secure.

What can you do with your farmers.gov account?

e View FSA Farm Loan information including interest payments, loan advances,
payment history and paid-in-full/restructured loans.

e Make USDA direct farm loan payments using the Pay My Loan feature.

e Access the Online Loan Application portal.

e View, print and export detailed FSA farm records and farm/tract maps.

e Import precision agriculture planting boundaries, create labels containing crop
information, and print both on farm tract maps.

e View and print your FSA-156EZ with farm details
e View and print your Producer Farm Data Report

e View NRCS Disbursements and Farm Loans financial activity from the past
180 days.

e View your land, access NRCS data on your conservation plans, contracts, and
planning land units through the Conservation Land Area page.

e View, upload, download and e-sign NRCS documents.

e Request NRCS conservation and financial assistance, including submitting a
program application.

e View detailed information on all previous and ongoing NRCS contracts,
including the amount of cost- share assistance received and anticipated; and
even request contract modifications, report practice completion and request
practice certification.

e “Switch Profiles” to act on behalf of your entity or another individual when you
have active representative authority on file
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If you'd like to see the features in action and learn more about how to use them, check out the
3-5 minute farmers.gov account video tutorials.

How do you create a farmers.gov account?

Visit farmers.gov/account to access information about farmers.gov accounts and sign in to the
site’s authenticated portal. You will need a Login.gov account linked to your USDA customer
record to access your farmers.gov authenticated site. Customers who are new to USDA
should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service Center, then go to farmers.gov/account to
create a farmers.gov account.

To create a farmers.gov account you will need:

e A USDA individual customer record — A customer record contains information
you have given to USDA to do business with them, like your name, address,
phone number, and any legal representative authority relationships. Contact
your local USDA Service Center to make sure you have an individual USDA
customer record on file and your information is up to date.

e ALogin.gov account — Login.gov is a sign-in service that gives people secure
online access to participating government programs. You can create a
Login.gov account linked to your customer record by following the directions
on gov/account.

e |dentity Verification — You can choose to verify your identity with Login.gov or
in-person at a USDA Service Center.

In addition to the self-service features, farmers.gov also has information on USDA programs,
farm loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance.

Producers Can Now Enroll in ARC and PLC

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting enroliments and elections for the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) for 2025 from Jan. 21 to April 15. ARC
and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or
revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. The American Relief
Act, 2025 extended many Farm Bill-authorized programs for another year, including ARC and
PLC.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CO) or PLC, which provide
crop-by-crop protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although
election changes for 2025 are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each
year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm it will continue for 2025 unless
an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the April 15 deadline, their election
remains the same as their 2024 election for commodities on the farm from the prior year.
Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the
cropland.
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Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe,
flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain
rice, medium grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat.

USDA also reminds producers that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact
eligibility for some crop insurance products including Supplemental Coverage Option,
Enhanced Coverage Option and, for cotton producers, the Stacked Income Protection Plan
(commonly referred to as STAX).

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or
contact your local USDA Service Center.

Beginners Guide to Crop Insurance

Don’t know much about Federal crop insurance, but you want to learn more?

Crop insurance is a risk management strategy that farmers use to protect their livelihoods. By
purchasing a policy through a crop insurance agent, farmers are financially protected if there
are losses due to a covered cause of loss. It's not so different from car or homeowners
insurance.

Start your journey out right by reading RMA'’s Beginners Guide to Crop Insurance.

Don’t know much about Federal crop insurance, but you want to learn more?

Crop insurance is a risk management strategy that farmers use to protect their livelihoods. By
purchasing a policy through a crop insurance agent, farmers are financially protected if there
are losses due to a covered cause of loss. It's not so different from car or homeowners
insurance.

Start your journey out right by reading RMA’s Beginners Guide to Crop Insurance.

FSA Offers Loan Servicing Options

There are options for Farm Service Agency (FSA) loan customers during financial stress. If
you are a borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm
Loan Manager to learn about your options.

Dates to Remember
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Mar 31 - Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC)
April 15 - Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) Price Loss Coverage (PLC)

Selected Interest Rates for March 2025

Farm Operating - Direct 5.500%
Farm Operating - Microloan 5.500%
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.875%
Farm Ownership - Microloan 5.875%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 3.875%
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.875%

Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%
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