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Specialty Crop Growers can Apply for 2025 
On-Farm Food Safety Certification 
Expenses 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds specialty crop producers that 
the application period for the Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops (FSCSC) 
program for program year 2025 opened Jan. 1, 2025, and runs through Jan. 31, 
2026. The program has been expanded to include medium-sized businesses in 
addition to small businesses. Eligible specialty crop growers can apply for 
assistance for expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification. 

Program Details     

FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or 
renewing its on-farm food safety certification, as well as a portion of related 
expenses.    

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of 
a small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to 
certification.    

• A small business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops 
sold by the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program year 
of no more than $500,000.   

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins/3d64d95
https://fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://rma.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=charles&evo_bsentdt=525600&state=sent&selector=&authenticity_token=sFyTSKGcEC6BaWGvDjNshzhDbg8C%2BgynX6aK0imxkUyolsuChR5lqIElZ%2FMMH20p1ot4ci%2FUeWKsOst1k%2B3SEw%3D%3D&commit=Search#link_1
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=charles&evo_bsentdt=525600&state=sent&selector=&authenticity_token=sFyTSKGcEC6BaWGvDjNshzhDbg8C%2BgynX6aK0imxkUyolsuChR5lqIElZ%2FMMH20p1ot4ci%2FUeWKsOst1k%2B3SEw%3D%3D&commit=Search#link_1
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=charles&evo_bsentdt=525600&state=sent&selector=&authenticity_token=sFyTSKGcEC6BaWGvDjNshzhDbg8C%2BgynX6aK0imxkUyolsuChR5lqIElZ%2FMMH20p1ot4ci%2FUeWKsOst1k%2B3SEw%3D%3D&commit=Search#link_2
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=charles&evo_bsentdt=525600&state=sent&selector=&authenticity_token=sFyTSKGcEC6BaWGvDjNshzhDbg8C%2BgynX6aK0imxkUyolsuChR5lqIElZ%2FMMH20p1ot4ci%2FUeWKsOst1k%2B3SEw%3D%3D&commit=Search#link_3
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAFARMERS/bulletins?utf8=%E2%9C%93&sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=charles&evo_bsentdt=525600&state=sent&selector=&authenticity_token=sFyTSKGcEC6BaWGvDjNshzhDbg8C%2BgynX6aK0imxkUyolsuChR5lqIElZ%2FMMH20p1ot4ci%2FUeWKsOst1k%2B3SEw%3D%3D&commit=Search#link_4
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fsa-fscsc-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fsa-fscsc-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty 
crops the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding the program 
year of at least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.    

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:    

• Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.  

• Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.  

• Food safety certification.  

• Certification upload fees.  

• Microbiological testing for products, soil amendments and water.  

• Training.       

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details 
about payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety.    

Applying for Assistance     

For program year 2025, the application period began Jan. 1, 2025, and runs through 
Jan. 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for program year 2025 
following application approval, with the remaining amount to be paid after the 
application deadline. If calculated payments exceed the amount of available funding, 
payments will be prorated.   

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety 
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and 
2025 application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data 
Worksheet and SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if 
not already on file with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA county office at any USDA 
Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. 
Producers with an eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC online. Producers 
interested in creating an eAuthentication account should visit farmers.gov/sign-in.   

Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility information and 
application forms.   

More Information    

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service 
Center. 

 

Update Your Records 

https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fsa0888-1-240528v01-final.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-form-ad-2047.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/achvendor-misc-payment-sf3881.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=05%7C02%7Ccassie.neusch%40usda.gov%7C2c31a64f80d544c4839308dc9553169f%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638549431352452797%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&reserved=0&sdata=v7CE1uOxIaXZeVwBlDpTL4dy8OBltoUocib2iLbM3Lw%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fsa.usda.gov%2Ffscsc%2Findex.jsp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/account?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/pandemic-assistance/food-safety?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please 
report any changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an 
incorrect name or business name on file to our office. You should also report 
changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You 
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a 
Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in 
their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm 
Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your St. Croix County USDA Service Center at 340-
773-9146. 

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. 
These microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. 
veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized 
farming operations. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating 
costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 
2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the 
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate 
loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 
to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA 
Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your St. Croix County 
USDA Service Center at 340-773-9146 or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for March 2025 
Farm Operating - Direct 5.500% 
Farm Operating - Microloan 5.500% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.875% 
Farm Ownership - Microloan 5.875% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing  3.875% 
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.875% 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Emergency Loan - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750% 
 

Virgin Islands USDA  
4401 Sion Farm 

Suite 2 
Christiansted, VI 00820-4245 

Phone:340-773-9146 

  
District Director 

Justin Teuton 

justin.teuton@usda.gov 

Agricultural Program Specialist 

Madison Charles 

madison.charles@usda.gov 

 

 

 

mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov
mailto:fname.lname@usda.gov

