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USDA to Open General and Continuous 
Conservation Reserve Program Enrollment 
for 2025  
USDA today announced several Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) enrollment opportunities for agricultural 
producers and landowners. USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for both the General 
and Continuous CRP today through June 6, 2025.   

CRP, USDA’s flagship conservation program, 
celebrates its 40th anniversary this year. For four 
decades, CRP has provided financial and technical 
support to agricultural producers and landowners who 
place unproductive or marginal cropland under contract 
for 10-15 years and who agree to voluntarily convert the 
land to beneficial vegetative cover to improve water 
quality, prevent soil erosion and support wildlife habitat. 
The American Relief Act, 2025, extended provisions for CRP through Sept. 30, 
2025.  

General CRP (Signup 64)    

Agricultural producers and landowners submit offers for General CRP through a 
competitive bid process. Offers are ranked and scored, by FSA, using nationally 
established environmental benefits criteria. USDA will announce accepted offers 
once ranking and scoring for all offers is completed. In addition to annual rental 
payments, approved General CRP participants may also be eligible for cost-share 
assistance to establish long-term, resource-conserving vegetative cover.   

Continuous CRP (Signup 63)  

Unlike General CRP, Continuous CRP offers are not subject to a competitive bid 
process. To ensure enrolled acres do not exceed the current statutory cap of 27 
million acres, FSA is accepting Continuous CRP offers on a first-come, first-served 
basis through June 6. However, should allotted CRP acreage remain available 
following the June 6 deadline, FSA will accept continuous CRP offers from 
interested landowners through July 31, 2025, and may be subsequently considered 
for acceptance, in batches, if it’s determined that the offered acres support USDA’s 
conservation priorities.   

Continuous CRP participants voluntarily offer environmentally sensitive lands, 
typically smaller parcels than offered through General CRP including wetlands, 
riparian buffers, and varying wildlife habitats. In return, they receive annual rental 



payments and cost-share assistance to establish long-term, resource-conserving 
vegetative cover.   

Continuous CRP enrollment options:   

• State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement Initiative: Restores vital habitat in 
order to meet high-priority state wildlife conservation goals.  

• Highly Erodible Land Initiative: Producers and landowners can enroll in 
CRP to establish long-term cover on highly erodible cropland that has a 
weighted erodibility index greater than or equal to 20.  

• Clean Lakes, Estuaries and Rivers (CLEAR) Initiative: Prioritizes water 
quality practices on the land that, if enrolled, will help reduce sediment 
loadings, nutrient loadings, and harmful algal blooms. The vegetative covers 
also contribute to increased wildlife populations.    

• CLEAR30 (a component of the CLEAR Initiative): Offers additional 
incentives for water quality practice adoption and can be accessed in 30-
year contracts.   

• Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program: Addresses high priority 
conservation objectives of states and Tribal governments on agricultural 
lands in specific geographic areas.   

Grassland and Expiring CRP Acres  

FSA will announce dates for Grassland CRP signup in the near future.   

Additionally, landowners with acres enrolled in CRP set to expire Sept. 30, 2025, 
can offer acres for re-enrollment beginning today. A producer can offer to enroll new 
acres into CRP and also offer to re-enroll any acres expiring Sept. 30, 2025.  

For more information on CRP participant and land eligibility, approved conservation 
practices and detailed program fact sheets, visit FSA’s CRP webpage.   

More Information    

Interested producers should apply through the FSA at their local USDA Service 
Center.  

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands 
conservation programs in the United States. Originally intended to primarily control 
soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking marginal lands out 
of production, the program has evolved over the years, providing many 
conservation and economic benefits.      
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USDA to Issue $1.3 Billion to Specialty Crop 
Producers Through Second Marketing 
Assistance Program Payment 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins announced 
a second round of payments coming this week for 
specialty crop producers through the Marketing 
Assistance for Specialty Crops (MASC) program, 
providing up to $1.3 billion in additional program 
assistance. U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) already delivered just 

under $900 million in first round payments to eligible producers. 

About MASC 

First announced in December 2024, MASC authorized $2 billion in Commodity 
Credit Corporation funds to assist specialty crop growers with rising input costs and 
aid in the expansion of domestic markets. In January 2025, in response to 
stakeholder feedback and program demand, funding for MASC was increased to 
$2.65 billion. The MASC application period closed on Jan. 10, 2025. 

MASC is designed to help specialty crop producers meet higher marketing costs 
related to: 

• perishability of specialty crops like fruits, vegetables, floriculture, nursery 
crops and herbs; 

• specialized handling and transport equipment with temperature and humidity 
control; 

• packaging to prevent damage; 
• moving perishables to market quickly; and 
• higher labor costs. 

MASC covers the following commercially marketed specialty crops: 

• fruits (fresh, dried); 
• vegetables (including dry edible beans and peas, mushrooms, and vegetable 

seed); 
• tree nuts; 
• and other specialty crops. 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Fmarketing-assistance-specialty-crops-masc%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/pJNBR2GtXx1JJahcLgBKuIMAqv-bV3AbKNx2L34Xs_A=404


USDA Expediting $10 Billion in Direct 
Economic Assistance to Agricultural 
Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is issuing up to $10 billion directly to 
agricultural producers through the Emergency Commodity Assistance Program 
(ECAP) for the 2024 crop year. Administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), ECAP will help agricultural producers mitigate the impacts of increased input 
costs and falling commodity prices. 

Authorized by the American Relief Act, 2025, these economic relief payments are 
based on planted and prevented planted crop acres for eligible commodities for the 
2024 crop year. To streamline and simplify the delivery of ECAP, FSA will begin 
sending pre-filled applications to producers who submitted acreage reports to FSA 
for 2024 eligible ECAP commodities soon after the signup period opens on March 
19, 2025. Producers do not have to wait for their pre-filled ECAP application to 
apply. They can visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap to apply using a login.gov account or 
contact their local FSA office to request an application once the signup period 
opens. 

Eligible Commodities and Payment Rates 

The commodities below are eligible for these per-acre payment rates: 

 Wheat - $30.69 Eligible oilseeds: 

 Corn - $42.91  Canola – $31.83 

 Sorghum - $42.52  Crambe – $19.08 

 Barley - $21.67  Flax - $20.97 

 Oats - $77.66  Mustard - $11.36 

 Upland cotton & Extra-long staple cotton - $84.74  Rapeseed -$23.63 

 Long & medium grain rice - $76.94  Safflower - $26.32 

 Peanuts - $75.51  Sesame - $16.83 

 Soybeans - $29.76  Sunflower – $27.23 

 Dry peas - $16.02   

 Lentils - $19.30   
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 Small Chickpeas - $31.45   

 Large Chickpeas - $24.02   

Producer Eligibility 

Eligible producers must report 2024 crop year planted and prevented planted acres 
to FSA on an FSA-578, Report of Acreage form. Producers who have not previously 
reported 2024 crop year acreage or filed a notice of loss for prevented planted 
crops must submit an acreage report by the Aug. 15, 2025, deadline. Eligible 
producers can visit fsa.usda.gov/ecap for eligibility and payment details. 

Applying for ECAP 

Producers must submit ECAP applications to their local FSA county office by Aug. 
15, 2025. Only one application is required for all ECAP eligible commodities 
nationwide. ECAP applications can be submitted to FSA in-person, electronically 
using Box and One-Span, by fax or by applying online at fsa.usda.gov/ecap utilizing 
a secure login.gov account. 

If not already on file for the 2024 crop year, producers must have the following 
forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable). 
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC 943, 75 percent of Average Gross Income from Farming, 

Ranching, or Forestry Certification (if applicable). 
• AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 

Conservation (WC) Certification. 
• SF-3881, Direct Deposit. 

Except for the new CCC-943, most producers, especially those who have 
previously participated in FSA programs, likely have these forms on file. However, 
those who are uncertain and want to confirm the status of their forms or need to 
submit the new CCC-943, can contact their local FSA county office. 

If a producer does not receive a pre-filled ECAP application, and they planted or 
were prevented from planting ECAP eligible commodities in 2024, they should 
contact their local FSA office. 

ECAP Payments and Calculator 

ECAP payments will be issued as applications are approved. Initial ECAP payments 
will be factored by 85% to ensure that total program payments do not exceed 
available funding. If additional funds remain, FSA may issue a second payment. 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fecap%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/ePWwB4-lNmX9jHQmBHgj-8IbmwFRuFxtyJiE1353GV4=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fworking-with-us%2Fsigning-and-sharing-documents%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/NAWV1abuvWJlKhZwv_JrY4516i2fk2tysa3K7s5SHTw=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fecap%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/3/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/ElGG3eNiwk2yDHQ9nSjEJoW9CbSQDxlgrRJZ2uiArRA=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fad-2047%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/n5QEdwCaZ4H2-D5a296TOdyZmgH_A_l9XKoINY5D02o=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fccc-901%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/vX4Mm9tG_FOhBCREkqv4YT-B0D7qlH1zKVxgnz47tyw=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fccc-902%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/zN3UMh8DUWP3JSG9IaprNoRru0PWbnpCQs_8MulzfpI=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.sc.egov.usda.gov%2Fefcommon%2FeFileServices%2FeForms%2FCCC943.PDF%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/t9nGv9_McOLOXCc4eR77j2nsR0v5mFHFcbb5ow4Aieg=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fad-1026%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/2AH0tL2G8dC2zluOgtrR9JPuGA5c6fxJRntSqSwMY2s=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fsf-3881-direct-deposit%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/x7Hs2gKkfOxFSDjeF7TyKOg8pb4J4RnlsOtU_GpQ9Zs=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fworking-with-us%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/R0VlhRiD73IsXB_KdqpSLR63daEYWnvBzQ3NE6gYujg=404
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fworking-with-us%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/3/01000196c5c383f2-036ce5d0-a27e-405a-b286-0124f678446a-000000/XGgxf0B7BGB0CPfyiCbRfeucjXoEK8pBlH8q_1xM0hs=404


ECAP assistance will be calculated using a flat payment rate for the eligible 
commodity multiplied by the eligible reported acres. Payments are based on 
acreage and not production. For acres reported as prevented plant, ECAP 
assistance will be calculated at 50%. 

For ECAP payment estimates, producers are encouraged to visit 
fsa.usda.gov/ecap to use the ECAP online calculator. 

 

USDA Reminds State Livestock Producers of 
Available Drought Assistance 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds drought-impacted producers in State 
that they may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP).  

For eligible livestock in qualifying counties, ELAP provides financial assistance for: 

• the transportation of water to livestock; 
• the above normal cost of mileage for transporting feed to livestock; and 
• the above normal cost of transporting livestock to forage/grazing acres.* 

*Hauling livestock both ways starting in 2023, one haul per animal 
reimbursement and no payment for “empty miles.”  

Eligible livestock include cattle, bison, goats and sheep, among others, that are 
maintained for commercial use and located in a county where qualifying drought 
conditions occur. A county must have had D2 severe drought intensity on the U.S. 
Drought Monitor for eight consecutive weeks during the normal grazing period, or 
D3 or D4 drought intensity at any time during the normal grazing period. Producers 
must have risk in both eligible livestock and eligible grazing land in an eligible 
county to qualify for ELAP assistance. 

Transporting Water 

Producers must be transporting water to eligible livestock on eligible grazing land 
where adequate livestock watering systems or facilities were in place before the 
drought occurred and where water transportation is not normally required. ELAP 
covers costs associated with personal labor, equipment, hired labor, and contracted 
water transportation fees. Cost of the water itself is not covered. ELAP covers $0.10 
per gallon to transport water. 

Transporting Feed 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who incur above normal 
expenses for transporting feed to livestock during drought. The payment formula 
excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The reimbursement 
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rate is 60% of the cost above what would normally would have been incurred during 
the same time period in a normal (non-drought) year. 

Livestock feed that is transported to livestock located on land enrolled in the 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is eligible if the producer has an approved 
conservation plan with acceptable grazing practices developed in coordination with 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

The payment rate to transport feed is $6.60/ loaded mile for expenses above what 
would have normally been incurred. 

Transporting Livestock 

ELAP provides financial assistance to livestock producers who are hauling livestock 
to a new location for feed resources due to insufficient feed or grazing in drought-
impacted areas. As with transporting feed, the payment formula for transporting 
livestock excludes the first 25 miles and any mileage over 1,000 miles. The 
reimbursement rate is 60% of the costs above what would normally have been 
incurred during the same time period in a normal (non-drought) year. 

The payment rate to transport livestock is $6.60/loaded mile for expenses above 
what would have normally been incurred and covers hauling livestock one-way, one 
haul per animal reimbursement and no payment for “empty miles.” 

An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments 
to cover feed and livestock transportation costs caused by drought. 

Reporting Losses 

Producers should contact FSA as soon as the loss of water or feed resources are 
known. 

For ELAP eligibility, documentation of expenses is critical. Producers should 
maintain records and receipts associated with the costs of transporting water to 
eligible livestock, the costs of transporting feed to eligible livestock, the costs of 
additional feed purchases, and the costs of transporting eligible livestock to forage 
or other grazing acres. 

More Information    

Producers interested in ELAP assistance can contact their local USDA Service 
Center to learn more or to apply for programs.   
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Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New 
Crop Year   
FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed 
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI) 
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the 
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation 
applicable to the program applicant.  

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment 
eligibility and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation 
occurs that may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed 
by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment 
eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits 
requested.   

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and 
related forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct. 
Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the 
farming operation that may affect the previous determination of record by filing a 
new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.                             

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a 
change of:  

• Shares of a contract, which may reflect:  
   

o A land lease from cash rent to share rent 
o A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent 

tenant rule 
o A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement 

• The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of 
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor  

• The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's 
share  

• The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal 
labor, and/or active personal management  

• Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming 
interests of a spouse or minor child  

• Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for 
participation in an annual USDA program.  For multi-year conservation 



contracts and NRCS easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to 
approval of the contract or easement and is applicable for the duration of the 
contract period.   

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines 
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being 
requested.  

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-
raised fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other 
conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural 
disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed 
due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting 
water and feed because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated 
with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather 
event, cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an 
eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, 
and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss 
of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during 
calendar year 2025, you must file a notice of loss and an application for payment by 
March 2, 2026. 

 

USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now in 
Effect 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) updates to the Farm Service 
Agency’s (FSA) Farm Loan Programs are officially in effect. These changes, part of 



the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are designed to 
increase financial flexibility for agricultural producers, allowing them to grow their 
operations, boost profitability, and build long-term savings. 

These program updates reflect USDA’s ongoing commitment to supporting the 
financial success and resilience of farmers and ranchers nationwide, offering critical 
tools to help borrowers manage their finances more effectively. 

What the new rules mean for you: 

• Low-interest installment set-aside program: Financially distressed borrowers 
can now defer up to one annual loan payment at a reduced interest rate. 
This simplified option helps ease financial pressure while keeping farming 
operations running smoothly. 

• Flexible repayment terms: New repayment options give borrowers the ability 
to increase their cash flow and build working capital reserves, allowing for 
long-term financial planning that includes saving for retirement, education, 
and other future needs. 

• Reduced collateral requirements: FSA has lowered the amount of additional 
loan security needed for direct farm loans, making it easier for borrowers to 
leverage their existing equity without putting their personal residence at risk. 

These new rules provide more financial freedom to borrowers. By giving farmers 
and ranchers better tools to manage their operations, we’re helping them build long-
term financial stability. It’s all about making sure they can keep their land, grow their 
business, and invest in the future. 

If you’re an FSA borrower or considering applying for a loan, now is the time to take 
advantage of these new policies. We encourage you to reach out to your local FSA 
farm loan staff to ensure you fully understand the wide range of loan making and 
servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining your 
agricultural operation. 

To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

Payment Limitation   
Program payments may be limited by direct attribution to individuals or entities. A 
legal entity is defined as an entity created under Federal or State law that owns land 
or an agricultural commodity, product or livestock. 

Through direct attribution, payment limitation is based on the total payments 
received by a person or legal entity, both directly and indirectly. 
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Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs are subject to some or all of 
the following:  

• payment limitation by direct attribution (including common attribution)  
• payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs  
• substantive change requirements when a farming operation adds persons, 

resulting in an increase in persons to which payment limitation applies  
• actively engaged in farming requirements  
• cash-rent tenant rule  
• foreign person rule  
• average AGI limitations  
• programs subject to AGI limitation  

No program benefits subject to payment eligibility and limitation will be provided 
until all required forms for the specific situation are provided and necessary 
payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations are made.  

Payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations may be initiated by the 
County Committee or requested by the producer.  

Statutory and Regulatory rules require persons and legal entities, provide the 
names and Tax Identification Numbers (TINs) for all persons and legal entities with 
an ownership interest in the farming operation to be eligible for payment.   

Payment eligibility and payment limitation forms submitted by persons and legal 
entities are subject to spot check through FSA’s end-of-year review process.  

Persons or legal entities selected for end-of-year review must provide the County 
Committee with operating loan documents, income and expense ledgers, canceled 
checks for all expenditures, lease and purchase agreements, sales contracts, 
property tax statements, equipment listings, lease agreements, purchase contracts, 
documentation of who provided actual labor and management, employee time 
sheets or books, crop sales documents, warehouse ledgers, gin ledgers, corporate 
or entity papers, etc.  

A finding that a person or legal entity is not actively engaged in farming results in 
the person or legal entity being ineligible for any payment or benefit subject to the 
actively engaged in farming rules.  

Noncompliance with AGI provisions, either by exceeding the applicable limitation or 
failure to submit a certification and consent for disclosure statement, will result in 
payment ineligibility for all program benefits subject to AGI provisions. Program 
payments are reduced in an amount that is commensurate with the direct and 
indirect interest held by an ineligible person or legal entity in any legal entity, 
general partnership, or joint operation that receives benefits subject to the average 
AGI limitations.  

If any changes occur that could affect an actively engaged in farming, cash-rent 
tenant, foreign person, or average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) determination, 



producers must timely notify the County FSA Office by filing revised farm operating 
plans and/or supporting documentation, as applicable. Failure to timely notify the 
County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility.  

 

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with 
Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop and 
Diversified Producers  
Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the 
opportunity to enroll in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). 
NAP is available to producers who grow non-insurable crops and is especially 
important to fruit, vegetable, and other specialty crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans 
could qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop 
losses that exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include 
vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf 
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows 
beginning, underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 
90 days after the normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA 
credit. 

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct 
market crops, at their fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved 
groups eligible for free or discounted coverage include American Indians or Alaskan 
Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific 
Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating 
loans and microloans that have a streamlined application process. 

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or 
underserved farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase 
coverage. To learn more, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans. 
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Overview of Emergency Disaster 
Declarations and Designations 
Farmers and ranchers know all too well that natural disasters can be a common, 
and likely a costly, variable to their operation. The Farm Service Agency (FSA) has 
emergency assistance programs to provide assistance when disasters strike, and 
for some of those programs, a disaster designation may be the eligibility trigger. 

FSA administers four types of disaster designations. 

USDA Secretarial Disaster Designation 

• The designation process can be initiated by individual farmers, local 
government officials, State governors, State agriculture commissions, tribal 
councils or the FSA State Executive Director 

• This designation is triggered by a 30-percent or greater production loss to at 
least one crop because of a natural disaster, or at least one producer who 
sustained individual losses because of a natural disaster and is unable to 
obtain commercial financing to cover those losses 

• In 2012, USDA developed a fast-track process for disaster declarations for 
severe drought. This provides for a nearly automatic designation when, 
during the growing season, any portion of a county meets the D2 (Severe 
Drought) drought intensity value for eight consecutive weeks or a higher 
drought intensity value for any length of time as reported by the U.S. Drought 
Monitor (https://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu/) 

Administrator’s Physical Loss Notification 

• This designation is initiated by the FSA State Executive Director. 
• The designation is triggered by physical damage and losses because of a 

natural disaster, including but not limited to dead livestock, collapsed 
buildings, and destroyed farm structures. 

Presidential Designation 

• A Presidential major disaster designation and emergency declaration is 
initiated by the Governor of the impacted state through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

• This designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by a disaster of 
such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capability 
of the State and local governments. 

Quarantine Designation 

• This designation is requested of the Secretary of Agriculture by the FSA 
State Executive Director. 
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• A quarantine designation is triggered by damage and losses caused by the 
effects of a plant or animal quarantine approved by the Secretary under the 
Plant Protection Act or animal quarantine laws. 

All four types of designations immediately trigger the availability of low-interest 
emergency loans to eligible producers in all primary and contiguous counties. FSA 
borrowers in these counties who are unable to make their scheduled payments on 
any debt may be authorized to have certain set asides. Additional disaster 
assistance requiring a designation may also be provided by new programs in the 
future. 

For more information on FSA disaster programs and disaster designations, contact 
your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/disaster. 

 

Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased 
Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased 
producer, all program conditions for the payment must have been met before the 
applicable producer’s date of death. 

If a producer earned an FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the 
order of precedence for the representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to 

the State law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer 
must file a form FSA-325 to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The 
county office will verify that the application, contract, loan agreement, or other 
similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline 
by the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of 
application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other 
than the deceased participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting 
the form has the legal authority to submit the form. 
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Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the 
deceased program participant’s tax identification number. Payments made to 
representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to 
obtain program benefits that may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared 
or who has been declared incompetent. 

 

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA 
defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial 

management program sponsored by FSA 
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size 

farm. 

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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