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Prevented Planting Deadline Extended for 2025 
Spring Seeded Crops 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is extending the 
prevented planting crop reporting deadline for producers affected by spring flooding, 
excessive moisture, or qualifying drought. 

Producers who intended to plant this spring, but were unable due to weather 
conditions, now have until the acreage reporting deadline for the applicable crop being 
claimed as prevented planting. July 15 is a major deadline for most crops, but acreage 
reporting deadlines vary by county and by crop.   

Producers need to report prevented planting acres to retain eligibility for FSA program 
benefits. Normally, the prevented planting reporting deadline is 15 calendar days after 
the final planting date for a crop as established by FSA and the Risk Management 
Agency (RMA). The prevented planting reporting deadline extension only applies to 
FSA and does not change any RMA crop insurance reporting deadline requirements. 

The extension does not apply to crops covered by FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP). Producers should check with their local FSA office 
regarding prevented planting provisions for NAP-covered crops. 
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Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office as soon as possible to 
make an appointment to report prevented planting acres and submit their spring crop 
acreage report. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

USDA to Provide $1 Billion to Livestock 
Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire in 
2023 and 2024 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced the release of Congressionally 
mandated Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) payments to cover grazing 
losses due to eligible drought or wildfire events in 2023 and/or 2024. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is leveraging existing Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) data to streamline payment calculations and expedite relief. Emergency 
relief payments are automatically issued for producers who have an approved LFP 
application on file for 2023 and/or 2024.  

The American Relief Act, 2025, provided funds for emergency relief payments. This 
program is the first of two programs authorized to assist with eligible losses suffered by 
livestock producers. FSA will announce additional ELRP assistance for other losses 
authorized by the Act, including flooding, later this summer.   

ELRP Eligibility   

ELRP payment eligibility requires livestock producers to have suffered grazing losses in 
a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight 
consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of drought intensity during 
2023, 2024 or both calendar years, and have applied and been approved for LFP.    

Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally managed lands was 
reduced due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP, if they applied and were approved for 
LFP in 2023, 2024 or both calendar years.  

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, producers are not required to 
submit an application for payment; however, they must have the following forms on file 
with FSA:     

• CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application   
• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.    
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.     
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).     
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation

for Certain Programs (if applicable). This form is required to be on file for both
2023 and 2024 to be eligible for the payment limitation exception. 

• SF-3881, Direct Deposit.  
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• AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) Certification. 

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, 
likely have these forms on file. However, those who are uncertain and want to confirm 
the status of their forms, can contact their local FSA county office.     

ELRP Payment Calculation   

To expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and calculate 
an ELRP payment, FSA uses livestock inventories and drought-affected forage 
acreage or restricted animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already reported by 
the producer on the CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application form, for 
2023, 2024 or both calendar years.        

ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross LFP calculated 
payment for the calendar year multiplied by an ELRP 2023 or 2024 payment factor to 
determine the total gross ELRP payments for 2023 and/or 2024. The initial payment 
factor for 2023 and 2024 ELRP payments is 35%.  If additional funds remain, FSA may 
issue a second payment.   

Supplemental Disaster Assistance Timeline 

USDA is fully committed to expediting remaining disaster assistance provided by the 
American Relief Act, 2025. On May 7, we launched our 2023/2024 Supplemental 
Disaster Assistance public landing page where the status of USDA disaster assistance 
and block grant rollout timeline can be tracked. The page is updated regularly and 
accessible through fsa.usda.gov.   

The Act also authorized $10 billion in economic loss assistance to producers of 
covered commodities based on 2024 planted and prevented planted acres. To date, 
USDA has delivered more than $7.7 billion to producers through the Emergency 
Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP). The ECAP deadline is Aug. 15, 2025. 
Contact your local FSA county office for information.  

To learn more visit the ELRP website. 

Gear Up for the 2025 Hurricane Season 
Hurricane season is here, beginning June 1 and running through Nov. 30. Farmers, 
ranchers and forest landowners have been significantly impacted by hurricanes in 
recent years. USDA encourages agricultural producers to prepare for the 2025 season 
and get familiar with recovery resources. 

3

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fad-1026%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/lwIvmM1kLxd15oq__-3wDg-0mP__ZcGWoR8rUTdnSYQ=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fworking-with-us%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/33oN6ez8LpRHj7lP15l0ujni8sEXEVt-DtNarxumukA=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2F20232024-supplemental-disaster-assistance%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/BUkjWv3kqgnUCQca3wRkhC_5_PWIIgAclCpDGJ77JWc=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2F20232024-supplemental-disaster-assistance%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/BUkjWv3kqgnUCQca3wRkhC_5_PWIIgAclCpDGJ77JWc=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/F6Pd_uMQDpVDXH0WXS6wapCn9rE1626ARTty3VDAJTY=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Femergency-commodity-assistance-program%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/dWWliZzVOamOvOthb7cvRpwvepBv_7qNBvxBKxQ8sAU=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Femergency-commodity-assistance-program%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/dWWliZzVOamOvOthb7cvRpwvepBv_7qNBvxBKxQ8sAU=410
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Femergency-livestock-relief-program-elrp%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001979dd6b60a-82ce5e6d-0186-4cc1-94c8-146aeff3285a-000000/N0I1XiLxgorHtnrVx--u0aOIsl85GCvwtd7IoInnTEY=410


USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), and Risk Management Agency (RMA) offer a suite of disaster assistance 
programs to help you recover from the impacts of natural disasters. 

Get Prepared 

Celebrating 25 Years of USDA’s Farm Storage 
Facility Loan Program 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) celebrated 25 years of the agency’s popular Farm 
Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) this May. For a quarter century, family-owned 
agricultural operations have received low-interest financing through the program to 
enhance or expand their operations and manage marketing of the commodities they 
produce by building or upgrading permanent and portable storage facilities and 
purchasing needed handling equipment. 

The FSFL program was created in May 2000 to address existing on-farm grain storage 
needs.  Since the program’s inception, more than 40,000 loans have been issued for 
on-farm storage, increasing storage capacity by one billion bushels. While many 
producers primarily associate the program with grain storage, over the past 25 years 
the eligible storage has expanded to include a wide variety of facilities and related 
equipment - new or used and permanent or portable - including hay barns, bulk tanks, 
and facilities for cold storage. Drying, handling and storage equipment is also eligible, 
including skid steers and storage and handling trucks. 

Eligibility 

Eligible commodities for storage loans include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, 
hay, hemp, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits and vegetables, floriculture, 
hops, seed cotton, wool, maple sap, maple syrup, milk, cheese, yogurt, butter, eggs, 
unprocessed meat and poultry, rye and aquaculture. Most recently, controlled 
atmosphere storage was added as an eligible facility and bison meat has been also 
added to the list of eligible commodities.  

FSFL is an excellent financing program to address on-farm storage and handling needs 
for small and mid-sized farms, and for new farmers. Loan terms vary from three to 12 
years. The maximum loan amount for storage facilities is $500,000. The maximum loan 
amount for storage and handling trucks is $100,000. 

In 2016, FSA introduced a new storage loan category, the microloan, for loans with an 
aggregate balance up to $50,000. Microloans offer a 5% down payment requirement, 
compared to a 15% down payment for a regular FSFL, and microloans waive the 
regular three-year production history requirement. 
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How to apply 

Loan applications should be filed in the administrative FSA county office that maintains 
a producer’s farm records. Producers can contact their  FSA County Office to make an 
appointment. Beginning farmers who haven’t worked with FSA can 
visit farmers.gov/your-business/beginning-farmers for more information or view the New 
Farmers Fact Sheet. 

For more information, visit the FSFL webpage, view the fact sheet and our Ask the 
Expert Blog, or contact your FSA County Office. 

 

USDA Launches Online Debt Consolidation 
Tool to Increase Farmer and Rancher Financial 
Viability 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the launch of the Debt 
Consolidation Tool, an innovative online tool available through farmers.gov that allows 
agricultural producers to enter their farm operating debt and evaluate the potential 
savings that might be provided by obtaining a debt consolidation loan with USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) or a local lender.  

A debt consolidation loan is a new loan used to pay off other existing operating loans or 
lines of credit that might have unreasonable rates and terms. By combining multiple 
eligible debts into a single, larger loan, borrowers may obtain more favorable payment 
terms such as a lower interest rate or lower payments. Consolidating debt may also 
provide farmers and ranchers additional cash flow flexibilities.    

The Debt Consolidation Tool is a significant addition to FSA’s suite of improvements 
designed to modernize its Farm Loan Programs. The tool enhances customer service 
and increases opportunities for farmers and ranchers to achieve financial viability by 
helping them identify potential savings that could be reinvested in their farming and 
ranching operation, retirement accounts, or college savings accounts.    

Producers can access the Debt Consolidation Tool by visiting farmers.gov/debt-
consolidation-tool. The tool is built to run on modern browsers including Chrome, Edge, 
Firefox, or the Safari browser. Producers do not need to create a farmers.gov account 
or access the authenticated customer portal to use the tool.   

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to ensure 
they fully understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available to assist 
with starting, expanding, or maintaining their agricultural operation. To conduct 
business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.   
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Irrigation Management on your Farm  
Irrigation management is a vital part of successful farming, particularly in areas where 
rainfall is inconsistent or insufficient to meet crop needs.  At its core, it is the process of 
applying the right amount of water at the right time and the right application rate to 
achieve optimal crop production all while conserving water, energy and protecting soil 
and water quality.  When done properly, this practice supports plant health, reduces 
input costs and promotes long-term sustainability of agricultural operations.  

For farmers, effective irrigation management offers a wide range of benefits. First and 
foremost, it improves water use efficiency. By tailoring water applications to the specific 
needs of the crops, taking into account weather conditions, soil types and field 
variability, farmers can avoid overwatering or underwatering. This leads to healthier 
crops, reduced disease pressure and ultimately higher yields. Additionally, managing 
irrigation wisely helps reduce labor costs and energy usage, especially for systems that 
rely on pumps.  Less water applied means less energy needed, which can result in 
significant cost savings.  

Beyond economic gains, good irrigation practices also play an important role in 
environmental stewardship.  Over-irrigation can lead to surface water runoff, which may 
carry field nutrients, pesticides and sediments into nearby waterbodies.  These 
pollutants can have negative impacts on water quality and aquatic ecosystems.  By 
applying water more efficiently, farmers help protect these natural resources and 
support the long-term health of the land.  

The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) offers valuable support for 
farmers looking to improve their irrigation systems and water management 
practices.  Through technical and financial assistance, NRCS works directly with 
producers to assess their current systems and identify opportunities for improvement. 
Conservation practices like irrigation water management (practice 449), irrigation 
pipeline (practice 430), micro irrigation (practice 441) and sprinkler system (practice 
442) can be personalized to each operation’s needs.  

When a farmer partners with NRCS, the process begins with a conservation plan that 
evaluates soil, water, crops and existing infrastructure. From there, NRCS 
conservationists can recommend practical steps to optimize irrigation efficiency. These 
might include adjusting application schedules or pressures, upgrading to a more 
efficient system or installing tools to monitor soil moisture and weather conditions. In 
many cases, financial assistance is available through programs such as the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewards 
Program (CSP), making it more affordable for producers to invest in upgrades that 
benefit both their bottom line and the environment.  

Ultimately, irrigation water management is about making the most out of every 
drop.  As weather patterns become more unpredictable and water resources face 
increasing environmental pressures, it is now more important than ever for farmers to 
take a thoughtful, proactive approach to how they water their crops.  With the support 
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of NRCS, producers can build more resilient operations while increasing their 
productivity and protecting their valuable farmland.   

 

Lending Rates for June 
Click here for June's Lending Rates for Agriculture Producers  

 

Dates to Remember 
April 15th - August 15th: Primary Nesting Season for CRP. To stay in compliance 
with your CRP contract, if you need to spot mow or spot spray invasive or noxious 
weeds in CRP cover, please contact your local FSA Office to make a request prior to 
the action. 

July 15, 2025: Acreage reporting deadline for beans (limas only), cucumbers (Planted 
4/20-6/25 in Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, and Talbot Counties), perennial forage, CRP, 
and all other crops. 

July 31, 2025:  Acreage reporting deadline for Hemp 

August 15, 2025: Emergency Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP) deadline 

August 15, 2025: Acreage reporting deadline for beans (all types except limas), 
cucumbers (planted 6/26-8/10 in Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, and Talbot Counties). 

September 30, 2025: NAP coverage application closing date for value-loss crops or 
controlled environment crops, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, Christmas trees, 
ginseng, floriculture, mushrooms, and turf grass sod. 

September 30, 2025: NAP coverage application closing date for biennial and perennial 
forage crops, alfalfa, grass forages, mixed forages and other forages.  

September 30, 2025:  Acreage reporting deadline- value-loss (i.e. oysters) and 
controlled environment crops (except nursery). 
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Maryland FSA 
339 Busch's Frontage Rd. 

Suite 104 
Annapolis, MD 21409-5561 

Phone: (443)-482-2760 
Fax: (855)-401-6638 

FSA State Executive Director, Acting 

Russ Clanton 

Russ.Clanton@usda.gov 

Farm Programs Chief 

Robert Wevodau 

robert.wevodau@usda.gov 

NRCS State Conservationist 

Suzy Daubert 

suzy.daubert@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief 

Joseph Scott 

joseph.scott@usda.gov 
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