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USDA to Provide $1 Billion to Livestock
Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire in
2023 and 2024

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins has
announced the release of Congressionally mandated
Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) payments
to cover grazing losses due to eligible drought or
wildfire events in 2023 and/or 2024. Secretary Rollins
committed on May 7 to release these emergency payments by May 30, and today
she is delivering on that commitment ahead of schedule.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
leveraging existing Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) data to streamline
payment calculations and expedite relief. Emergency relief payments are
automatically issued for producers who have an approved LFP application on file for
2023 and/or 2024.

The American Relief Act, 2025, provided funds for emergency relief payments. This
program is the first of two programs authorized to assist with eligible losses suffered
by livestock producers. FSA will announce additional ELRP assistance for other
losses authorized by the Act, including flooding, later this summer.

ELRP Eligibility

ELRP payment eligibility requires livestock producers to have suffered grazing
losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe
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drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of
drought intensity during 2023, 2024 or both calendar years, and have applied and
been approved for LFP.

Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally managed lands was
reduced due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP, if they applied and were
approved for LFP in 2023, 2024 or both calendar years.

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, producers are not required
to submit an application for payment; however, they must have the following forms
on file with FSA:

CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application

Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.

Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).
Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment
Limitation for Certain Programs (if applicable). This form is required to be on
file for both 2023 and 2024 to be eligible for the payment limitation
exception.

e SF-3881, Direct Deposit.

o AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA
programs, likely have these forms on file. However, those who are uncertain and
want to confirm the status of their forms, can contact their local FSA county office.

ELRP Payment Calculation

To expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and
calculate an ELRP payment, FSA uses livestock inventories and drought-affected
forage acreage or restricted animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already
reported by the producer on the CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program
Application form, for 2023, 2024 or both calendar years.

ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross LFP
calculated payment for the calendar year multiplied by an ELRP 2023 or 2024
payment factor to determine the total gross ELRP payments for 2023 and/or 2024.
The initial payment factor for 2023 and 2024 ELRP payments is 35%. If additional
funds remain, FSA may issue a second payment.

Supplemental Disaster Assistance Timeline

USDA is fully committed to expediting remaining disaster assistance provided by
the American Relief Act, 2025. On May 7, we launched our 2023/2024
Supplemental Disaster Assistance public landing page where the status of USDA
disaster assistance and block grant rollout timeline can be tracked. The page is
updated regularly and accessible through fsa.usda.gov.

The Act also authorized $10 billion in economic loss assistance to producers of
covered commodities based on 2024 planted and prevented planted acres. To date,
USDA has delivered more than $7.7 billion to producers through the Emergency
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Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP). The ECAP deadline is Aug. 15, 2025.
Contact your local FSA county office for information.

To learn more visit the ELRP website.

Nominations Now Open for Farmers and
Ranchers to Serve on USDA Farm Service
Agency County Committees

Nominations are now being accepted for farmers and ranchers to serve on local
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees. These committees make important decisions about how federal farm
programs are administered locally. All nomination forms for the 2025 election must
be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2025.

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas
(LAA). LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-
county jurisdiction and may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban
area.

Producers interested in serving on the FSA county committee can locate their LAA
through a geographic information system locator tool available at
fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for election by contacting
their local FSA office.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if
they:

o Participate or cooperate in a USDA program.
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their
farming or ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received
program benefits.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may
also nominate candidates. USDA encourages all eligible producers to nominate,
vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agriculture community
serve on FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11
members who serve three-year terms. Committee members play a key role in how
FSA delivers disaster recovery, conservation, commodity and price support
programs, as well as making decisions on county office employment and other
agricultural issues.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to
get involved in their county's election, including if their LAA is up for election this
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year. To be considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A
nomination form. This form and other information about FSA county committee
elections are available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

All nomination forms for the 2025 election must be postmarked or received in the
local USDA Service Center by the August 1, 2025, deadline. Election ballots will be
mailed to eligible voters in November 2025.

USDA Reminds Utah Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

in State should make an appointment with their local
CROP Farm Service Agency (FSA) county office to complete
REPORTING crop acreage reports before the applicable deadline.

DEADLINE

USDA r‘ After spring planting is complete, agricultural producers
R

How to File a Report

A crop acreage report documents a crop grown on a
farm or ranch, its intended use and location. Producers
should file an accurate crop acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage before the
applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in State:

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office
for a list of acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

Crop and crop type or variety

Intended crop use

Number of crop acres

Map with approximate crop boundaries

Planting date(s)

Planting pattern, when applicable

Producer share(s)

Irrigation practice(s)

Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable
Other required information

Acreage Reporting Details
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

» If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting deadline, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is
completed.

« If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting
deadline, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days
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after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be
provided to the county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note
that the acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the acreage reporting date
or 15 calendar days before grazing or crop harvesting begins, whichever is earlier.

Producers with perennial forage crops should check with their local FSA office to
see if their crops are eligible for continuous certification, which rolls the certified
acreage forward each year until a change is made.

Prevented Planted Acreage

Producers should also report the crop acreage they intended to plant but were
unable to because of a natural disaster, including drought. Prevented planted
acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15
calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency (RMA).

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land units
through the farmers.gov customer portal. The portal allows producers to export field
boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture boundaries within farm records mapping. Producers can view, print and
label their maps for acreage reporting purposes. A login.gov account that is linked
to a USDA customer record is required to use the portal.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/account to learn more about creating an account.
Producers who have the authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee
via an FSA-211 Power of Attorney form, Business Partner Signature Authority or as
a member of a business can now access information for the business in the
farmers.gov portal.

Electronic Geospatial Acreage Reporting

Acreage reports using precision agriculture planting boundaries can be filed
electronically with an approved insurance provider or an authorized third-party
provider, who will then share the file with FSA staff. Producers should notify their
local FSA office if they submitted an electronic geospatial acreage report containing
precision planting boundaries that they want to use as part of their FSA acreage
report.

More Information

For more information, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center.
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USDA Designates Seven Colorado Counties
as Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed
emergency credit to producers recovering from natural disasters

through emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery
needs including the replacement of essential items such as equipment or livestock,
reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will review
the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought
intensity value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more
consecutive weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Colorado
Triggering Disaster: Drought (Fast-Track)
Application Deadline: February 2, 2026

Primary Counties Eligible: Custer, Dolores, Fremont, Hinsdale, Huerfano,
Saguache, San Juan

Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:

e Colorado: Alamosa, Archuleta, Chaffee, Costilla, El Paso, Gunnison, La
Plata, Las Animas, Mineral, Montezuma, Ouray, Park, Pueblo, Rio Grande,
San Miguel, Teller

e Utah: San Juan

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or
loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Designates One Colorado County as
Natural Disaster Areas

This Secretarial natural disaster designation allows the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) to extend much-needed
emergency credit to producers recovering from natural disasters

through emergency loans. Emergency loans can be used to meet various recovery
needs including the replacement of essential items such as equipment or livestock,
reorganization of a farming operation, or to refinance certain debts. FSA will review
the loans based on the extent of losses, security available, and repayment ability.
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According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, these counties suffered from a drought
intensity value during the growing season of 1) D2 Drought-Severe for 8 or more
consecutive weeks or 2) D3 Drought-Extreme or D4 Drought-Exceptional.

Impacted Area: Colorado

Triggering Disaster: Drought (Fast-Track)
Application Deadline: February 2, 2026
Primary Counties Eligible: Montezuma
Contiguous Counties Also Eligible:

Arizona: Apache

Colorado: Dolores, LaPlata, San Juan
New Mexico: San Juan

Utah: San Juan

More Resources

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help you determine program or
loan options. To file a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

Prevented Planting Deadline Extended for
2025 Spring Seeded Crops

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is extending the
prevented planting crop reporting deadline for producers affected by spring flooding,
excessive moisture, or qualifying drought.

Producers who intended to plant this spring, but were unable due to weather
conditions, now have until the acreage reporting deadline for the applicable crop
being claimed as prevented planting. July 15 is a major deadline for most crops, but
acreage reporting deadlines vary by county and by crop.

Producers need to report prevented planting acres to retain eligibility for FSA
program benefits. Normally, the prevented planting reporting deadline is 15
calendar days after the final planting date for a crop as established by FSA and the
Risk Management Agency (RMA). The prevented planting reporting deadline
extension only applies to FSA and does not change any RMA crop insurance
reporting deadline requirements.

The extension does not apply to crops covered by FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP). Producers should check with their local FSA office
regarding prevented planting provisions for NAP-covered crops.

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office as soon as possible to
make an appointment to report prevented planting acres and submit their spring
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crop acreage report. To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-
locator.

USDA Announces Changes to Livestock
Insurance Programs for 2026 and
Subsequent Years

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Risk Management Agency (RMA)
approved changes to improve insurance coverage for American livestock
producers. These updates will take effect for the Livestock Risk Protection (LRP),
Livestock Gross Margin (LGM), and Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) insurance
programs beginning with the 2026 crop year.

Livestock Risk Protection

LRP provides protection for livestock producers looking to insure against declining
market prices. This program offers coverage levels ranging from 70% to 100% of
the “expected ending values” (expected price at the end of the insurance period).

The changes to LRP include:

e Modifying the termination date to Sept. 30 and the premium billing date to
the first day of the second month after the end date of endorsement.
e Adding two new types of LRP coverage:
o Feeder Cattle - Unborn Calves will provide coverage for beef or
beef/dairy cross calves sold within two weeks after birth.
o Fed Cattle - Cull Cows will provide coverage for dairy cull cows with a
coverage limitation of 13 weeks.

» Allowing coverage based on a forward contract or purchase agreement.

« Additional record requirement includes a copy of the purchase agreement
and proof of delivery.

« Adding drought exemption for Feeder Cattle that will be based on the
Drought Monitor’s Drought Severity and Coverage Index (DSCI).

e Adding additional record requirements for Feeder Cattle:
o Applicable when livestock are purchased and not marketed within 60
days of the end date.
o The sex of the feeder cattle must be verified in the marketing or
purchase records.

Livestock Gross Margin

LGM provides protection to cattle, dairy and swine producers against unexpected
decreases in gross margin (market value of livestock or milk minus input costs). The
program calculates the expected gross margin for a period using future market
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prices and pays an indemnity to the extent that the actual gross margin is less than
the expected gross margin.

The changes to LGM include:

e Modifying the termination date to Aug. 31 and the premium billing date to the
first day of the second month after the Specific Coverage Endorsement
ended.

Dairy Revenue Protection

For dairy producers, DRP provides protection against a decline in revenue (yield
and/or price) on the milk produced from dairy cows on a quarterly basis. The
expected revenue is based on futures prices for milk and dairy commodities, and
the amount of covered milk production elected by the dairy producer.

The changes to DRP include:

e Modifying the DRP termination date to Jan. 31 and the premium billing date
to the first day of the third month after the end date of endorsement.

o Modifying the program to give additional flexibilities to producers impacted
by an animal disease when they have suffered an eligible loss.

o« RMA is increasing the minimum declarable butterfat test to 4.00 pounds,
increasing maximum declarable butterfat test to 6.00 pounds and increasing
minimum declarable protein test to 3.20 pounds.

More Information

LRP, LGM and DRP are available to livestock producers in all states and

counties. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance
agents. A list of crop insurance agents is available online at the RMA Agent
Locator. Producers can learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm
safety net at rma.usda.gov or by contacting their RMA Regional Office.

RMA'’s Basics for Beginners provides information for those new to crop insurance.

USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now in
Effect

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) updates to the Farm Service
Agency’s (FSA) Farm Loan Programs are officially in effect. These changes, part of
the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are designed to
increase financial flexibility for agricultural producers, allowing them to grow their
operations, boost profitability, and build long-term savings.

These program updates reflect USDA’s ongoing commitment to supporting the
financial success and resilience of farmers and ranchers nationwide, offering critical
tools to help borrowers manage their finances more effectively.
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What the new rules mean for you:

o Low-interest installment set-aside program: Financially distressed borrowers
can now defer up to one annual loan payment at a reduced interest rate.
This simplified option helps ease financial pressure while keeping farming
operations running smoothly.

o Flexible repayment terms: New repayment options give borrowers the ability
to increase their cash flow and build working capital reserves, allowing for
long-term financial planning that includes saving for retirement, education,
and other future needs.

o Reduced collateral requirements: FSA has lowered the amount of additional
loan security needed for direct farm loans, making it easier for borrowers to
leverage their existing equity without putting their personal residence at risk.

These new rules provide more financial freedom to borrowers. By giving farmers
and ranchers better tools to manage their operations, we're helping them build long-
term financial stability. It's all about making sure they can keep their land, grow their
business, and invest in the future.

If you're an FSA borrower or considering applying for a loan, now is the time to take
advantage of these new policies. We encourage you to reach out to your local FSA
farm loan staff to ensure you fully understand the wide range of loan making and
servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining your
agricultural operation.

To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Encourages You to Consider NAP
Risk Protection Coverage Before Crop Sales
Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages you to examine available USDA crop risk
protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought,
hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for
which no permanent federal crop insurance program is available. You can
determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA
website.

NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production
in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up”
option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the
coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. Buy-up
levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year of
previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested.
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NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825
per producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming
interests in multiple counties.

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for
free catastrophic level coverage.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private
insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at
USDA'’s online Agent Locator. You can use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict
insurance premium costs.

Applying for Beginning Farmer Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide
financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size
farm.

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.
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