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Trump Administration Announces Expedited
Congressionally Mandated Disaster
Assistance for Farmers

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins announced today that agricultural
producers who suffered eligible crop losses due to natural disasters in 2023 and
2024 can now apply for $16 billion in assistance through the Supplemental Disaster
Relief Program (SDRP).

To expedite the implementation of SDRP, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
delivering assistance in two stages. This first stage is open to producers with
eligible crop losses that received assistance under crop insurance or the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program during 2023 and 2024. Stage One
sign up will start in person at FSA county offices on July 10 and prefilled
applications are being mailed to producers today, July 9. SDRP Stage Two signups
for eligible shallow or uncovered losses will begin in early fall.

SDRP Stage One

FSA is launching a streamlined, pre-filled application process for eligible crop, tree,
and vine losses by leveraging existing Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
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Program (NAP) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) indemnified loss data. The
pre-filled applications will be mailed on July 9, 2025.

Eligibility

Eligible losses must be the result of natural disasters occurring in calendar years
2023 and/or 2024. These disasters include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos,
excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought, and related conditions.

To qualify for drought related losses, the loss must have occurred in a county rated
by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive
weeks, D3 (extreme drought), or greater intensity level during the applicable
calendar year.

Producers in Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, and Massachusetts will not be eligible for
SDRP program payments. Instead, these states chose to cover eligible crop, tree,
bush, and vine losses through separate block grants. These block grants are
funded through the $220M provided for this purpose to eligible states in the
American Relief Act.

How to Apply

To apply for SDRP, producers must submit the FSA-526, Supplemental Disaster
Relief Program (SDRP) Stage One Application, in addition to having other forms on
file with FSA.

SDRP Stage One Payment Calculation

Stage One payments are based on the SDRP adjusted NAP or Federal crop
insurance coverage level the producer purchased for the crop. The net NAP or net
federal crop insurance payments (NAP or crop insurance indemnities minus
administrative fees and premiums) will be subtracted from the SDRP calculated
payment amount.

For Stage One, the total SDRP payment to indemnified producers will not exceed
90% of the loss and an SDRP payment factor of 35% will be applied to all Stage
One payments. If additional SDRP funds remain, FSA may issue a second
payment.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive SDRP payments are required to purchase federal crop
insurance or NAP _coverage for the next two available crop years at the 60%
coverage level or higher. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next
two available crop years will be required to refund the SDRP payment, plus interest,
to USDA.

SDRP Stage 2

FSA will announce additional SDRP assistance for uncovered losses, including
non-indemnified shallow losses and quality losses and how to apply later this fall.

Learn more by visiting fsa.usda.gov/sdrp.
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This announcement follows Secretary Rollins’ comprehensive plan to deliver the
total amount of Congressionally appropriated $30 billion in disaster assistance to
farmers and ranchers this year. These programs will complement the forthcoming
state block grants that USDA is working with 14 different states to develop.

To date, USDA has issued more than $7.8 billion in Emergency Commodity
Assistance Program (ECAP) payments to eligible producers. Additionally, USDA
has provided over $1 billion in emergency relief through the Emergency Livestock
Relief Program to producers who suffered grazing losses due to drought or wildfires
in calendar years 2023 and 2024.

USDA disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the
Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, Loan
Assistance Tool, and the FarmRaise online FSA education hub. Payment details
will be updated here weekly. For more information, contact your local USDA Service
Center.

USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now in
Effect

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) updates to the Farm Service
Agency’s (FSA) Farm Loan Programs are officially in effect. These changes, part of
the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are designed to
increase financial flexibility for agricultural producers, allowing them to grow their
operations, boost profitability, and build long-term savings.

These program updates reflect USDA’s ongoing commitment to supporting the
financial success and resilience of farmers and ranchers nationwide, offering critical
tools to help borrowers manage their finances more effectively.

What the new rules mean for you:

o Low-interest installment set-aside program: Financially distressed borrowers
can now defer up to one annual loan payment at a reduced interest rate.
This simplified option helps ease financial pressure while keeping farming
operations running smoothly.

o Flexible repayment terms: New repayment options give borrowers the ability
to increase their cash flow and build working capital reserves, allowing for
long-term financial planning that includes saving for retirement, education,
and other future needs.

o Reduced collateral requirements: FSA has lowered the amount of additional
loan security needed for direct farm loans, making it easier for borrowers to
leverage their existing equity without putting their personal residence at risk.

These new rules provide more financial freedom to borrowers. By giving farmers
and ranchers better tools to manage their operations, we're helping them build long-
term financial stability. It's all about making sure they can keep their land, grow their
business, and invest in the future.

If you're an FSA borrower or considering applying for a loan, now is the time to take
advantage of these new policies. We encourage you to reach out to your local FSA
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farm loan staff to ensure you fully understand the wide range of loan making and
servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining your
agricultural operation.

To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.

Producers and Landowners Can Now Enroll
in USDA's Grassland Conservation Reserve
Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today
announced that agricultural producers and private
landowners can now enroll in the Grassland
Conservation Reserve Program (Grassland CRP). The
sign-up runs from today, July 14, to Aug. 8, 2025.
Grassland CRP, offered by USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA), is a voluntary working lands
conservation program that enables participants to conserve grasslands while also
continuing most grazing and haying practices.

Grassland CRP emphasizes support for grazing operations, plant and animal
biodiversity, and grasslands and land with shrubs and forbs under the greatest
threat of conversion.

“Through the conservation of America’s essential grasslands, Grassland CRP
supports continued agricultural productivity while at the same time prioritizing
private lands stewardship,” said FSA Administrator Bill Beam. “By offering
landowners the best of both worlds — economic viability and working lands
preservation — Grassland CRP provisions support USDA’s commitment to Farmers
First.”

CRP, USDA'’s flagship conservation program, celebrates its 40" anniversary this
year. For four decades, CRP has provided financial and technical support to
agricultural producers and landowners whose accepted acres are placed under
contract for 10-15 years and who agree to voluntarily convert the land to beneficial
vegetative cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and support wildlife
habitat. The American Relief Act, 2025, extended provisions for CRP through Sept.
30, 2025.

Currently, more than 25.8 million acres are enrolled in CRP, with nearly 9.7 million
acres in Grassland CRP. On May 12, FSA opened General and Continuous CRP
enrollment for 2025. FSA is currently reviewing submitted offers and will announce
accepted offers at a later date. Due to the 27-million-acre statutory cap, only 1.8
million acres are available for all CRP enroliment this fiscal year.

Landowners and producers interested in Grassland CRP should contact their local
USDA Service Center to learn more or apply for the program before the Aug. 8
deadline.
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FSA helps America’s farmers, ranchers and forest landowners invest in, improve,
protect and expand their agricultural operations through the delivery of agricultural
programs for all Americans. FSA implements agricultural policy, administers credit
and loan programs, and manages conservation, commodity, disaster recovery and
marketing programs through a national network of state and county offices and
locally elected county committees. For more information, visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA to Provide $1 Billion to Livestock
Producers Impacted by Drought or Wildfire in
2023 and 2024

The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced the release of Congressionally
mandated Emergency Livestock Relief Program (ELRP) payments to cover grazing
losses due to eligible drought or wildfire events in 2023 and/or 2024.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is leveraging existing Livestock Forage
Disaster Program (LFP) data to streamline payment calculations and expedite relief.
Emergency relief payments are automatically issued for producers who have an
approved LFP application on file for 2023 and/or 2024.

The American Relief Act, 2025, provided funds for emergency relief payments. This
program is the first of two programs authorized to assist with eligible losses suffered
by livestock producers. FSA will announce additional ELRP assistance for other
losses authorized by the Act, including flooding, later this summer.

ELRP Eligibility

ELRP payment eligibility requires livestock producers to have suffered grazing
losses in a county rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe
drought) for eight consecutive weeks or a D3 (extreme drought) or higher level of
drought intensity during 2023, 2024 or both calendar years, and have applied and
been approved for LFP.

Additionally, producers whose permitted grazing on federally managed lands was
reduced due to wildfire are also eligible for ELRP, if they applied and were
approved for LFP in 2023, 2024 or both calendar years.

To streamline and simplify the delivery of ELRP benefits, producers are not required
to submit an application for payment; however, they must have the following forms
on file with FSA:

CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program Application

Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.

Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.

Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment
Limitation for Certain Programs (if applicable). This form is required to be on
file for both 2023 and 2024 to be eligible for the payment limitation
exception.

e SF-3881, Direct Deposit.
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e AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA
programs, likely have these forms on file. However, those who are uncertain and
want to confirm the status of their forms, can contact their local FSA county office.

ELRP Payment Calculation

To expedite payments to eligible livestock producers, determine eligibility, and
calculate an ELRP payment, FSA uses livestock inventories and drought-affected
forage acreage or restricted animal units and grazing days due to wildfire already
reported by the producer on the CCC-853, Livestock Forage Disaster Program
Application form, for 2023, 2024 or both calendar years.

ELRP payments will be equal to the eligible livestock producer’s gross LFP
calculated payment for the calendar year multiplied by an ELRP 2023 or 2024
payment factor to determine the total gross ELRP payments for 2023 and/or 2024.
The initial payment factor for 2023 and 2024 ELRP payments is 35%. If additional
funds remain, FSA may issue a second payment.

Supplemental Disaster Assistance Timeline

USDA is fully committed to expediting remaining disaster assistance provided by
the American Relief Act, 2025. On May 7, we launched our 2023/2024
Supplemental Disaster Assistance public landing page where the status of USDA
disaster assistance and block grant rollout timeline can be tracked. The page is
updated regularly and accessible through fsa.usda.gov.

The Act also authorized $10 billion in economic loss assistance to producers of
covered commodities based on 2024 planted and prevented planted acres. To date,
USDA has delivered more than $7.7 billion to producers through the Emergency
Commodity Assistance Program (ECAP). The ECAP deadline is Aug. 15, 2025.
Contact your local FSA county office for information.

To learn more visit the ELRP website.

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

After spring planting is complete, agricultural producers should make an
appointment with their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) to complete crop acreage
reports before the applicable deadline.

How to File a Report

A crop acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch, its intended use
and location. Producers should file an accurate crop acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planted acreage before the
applicable deadline.
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To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

Crop and crop type or variety

Intended crop use

Number of crop acres

Map with approximate crop boundaries

Planting date(s)

Planting pattern, when applicable

Producer share(s)

Irrigation practice(s)

Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable
Other required information

Acreage Reporting Details
The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

o |If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting deadline, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is
completed.

» If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting
deadline, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days
after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be
provided to the county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note
that the acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the acreage reporting date
or 15 calendar days before grazing or crop harvesting begins, whichever is earlier.

Producers with perennial forage crops should check with their local FSA office to
see if their crops are eligible for continuous certification, which rolls the certified
acreage forward each year until a change is made.

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land units
through the farmers.gov customer portal. The portal allows producers to export field
boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision
agriculture boundaries within farm records mapping. Producers can view, print and
label their maps for acreage reporting purposes. A login.gov account that is linked
to a USDA customer record is required to use the portal.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/account to learn more about creating an account.
Producers who have the authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee
via an FSA-211 Power of Attorney form, Business Partner Signature Authority or as
a member of a business with signature authority can now access information for the
business in the farmers.gov portal.

Electronic Geospatial Acreage Reporting

Acreage reports using precision agriculture planting boundaries can be filed
electronically with an approved insurance provider or an authorized third-party
provider, who will then share the file with FSA staff. Producers should notify their
local FSA office if they submitted an electronic geospatial acreage report containing
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precision planting boundaries that they want to use as part of their FSA acreage
report.

More Information

For more information, producers should contact the local County FSA office.

Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for New
Crop Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI)
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation
applicable to the program applicant.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment
eligibility and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation
occurs that may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed
by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment
eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits
requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and
related forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct.
Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the
farming operation that may affect the previous determination of record by filing a
new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a
change of:

Shares of a contract, which may reflect:
o Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
o Aland lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent
tenant rule
o A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

e The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's
share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal
labor, and/or active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for
participation in an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation
contracts and NRCS easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to



approval of the contract or easement and is applicable for the duration of the
contract period.

Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being
requested.

Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan
Deficiency Payments for Wool, Mohair and
Unshorn Pelts

Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) provide
financing and marketing assistance for producers of many commaodities, including
graded and non-graded wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts. MALs and LDPs are
available during shearing and provide interim financing to help you meet cash flow
needs without having to sell commodities when market prices are low, enabling you
to delay selling until more favorable marketing conditions emerge. LDPs are
payments made to producers who, although eligible to obtain an MAL, agree to
forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible commodity.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2025 MALs and LDPs for all eligible wool,
mohair and unshorn pelts. These requests should be made on or before the final
availability date of Jan. 31, 2026. USDA recently announced 2025 wool and mohair
marketing assistance loan rates.

Eligibility

To be eligible for a wool or mohair MAL or LDP, producers must produce and shear
eligible mohair and wool in the U.S. during the applicable crop year and must:

« comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements;

o report all cropland acreage on applicable farms where the eligible commodity
is produced;

e have and retain beneficial interest in the commodity until the MAL is repaid
or the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) takes title to the commaodity,
and;

e meet Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations.

Unshorn pelts are eligible for LDPs only. In addition to the criteria above, producers
of unshorn pelts must have sold the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter or
slaughter the lambs for personal use. LDPs and marketing loan gains are not
subject to payment limitation, including actively engaged in farming and cash rent
tenant provisions.

In addition to producer eligibility, the loan commodity must have been produced and
shorn from live animals by an eligible producer, be in storable condition, and meet
specific CCC minimum grade and quality standards. Producers are responsible for
any loss in quantity or quality of the wool or mohair pledged as loan collateral.
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To retain beneficial interest, the producer must have control and title of the wool,
mohair, or unshorn pelt. If beneficial interest in the commodity is lost, the
commodity loses eligibility for an MAL or LDP and remains ineligible even if the
producer later regains beneficial interest. The producer must be able to make all
decisions affecting the commodity including movement, sale, and the request for an
MAL or LDP.

Producers may repay an MAL any time during the loan period at the lesser of the
loan rate plus accrued interest and other charges or an alternative loan repayment
rate, the national posted price, which is announced weekly. Visit the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) website for posted loan and LDP rates.

How to Apply

Producers can apply for an MAL by contacting their local FSA county office. To be
considered for a LDP, producers must first have the form CCC-633 EZ, Page 1,
on file with FSA prior to losing beneficial interest in the wool, mohair or unshorn
pelt. It is best to visit the county office and submit the CCC-633 Page 1 right
before you shear. This is completed one time per crop year and indicates your
intention to receive LDP benefits.

To apply and learn more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to
Beginning, Veteran or Socially Disadvantaged
Farmers and Ranchers

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract holders are encouraged to
transition their CRP acres to beginning, veteran or socially disadvantaged farmers
or ranchers through the Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual
rental payments to the landowner or operator for up to two additional years after the
CRP contract expires.

CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to
transition their land. TIP participants must agree to sell, have a contract to sell, or
agree to lease long term (at least five years) land enrolled in an expiring CRP
contract to a beginning, veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who is
not a family member.

Beginning, veteran or social disadvantaged farmers and ranchers and CRP
participants may enroll in TIP beginning two years before the expiration date of the
CRP contract. The TIP application must be submitted prior to completing the lease
or sale of the affected lands. New landowners or renters that return the land to
production must use sustainable grazing or farming methods.

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov.
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Environmental Review Required Before
Project Implementation

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to
consider all potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the
project is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground
disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and
farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions
regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it's important to wait until you receive
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans.
Contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level
of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be
completed timely.

Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program Right for You?

Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters
and unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk
Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage
against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of
non-insurable crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop
losses, or prevents crop planting.

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop
insurance is not available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those
grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased
products, or value loss crops such as aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental
nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office to see which crops are eligible in
your state and county.

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive
wind or hurricanes, earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP
policy coverage period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly
affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your local
FSA county office.

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage and pay the applicable service fee at
the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be filed by the



application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact your local FSA office to
verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP crops.

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received the NAP
Basic Provisions, which describes NAP requirements for coverage. NAP
participants must report crop acreage shortly after planting and provide verifiable or
reliable crop production records when required by FSA.

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of
crops and number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is
the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.
Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a
maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity.

A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited
Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an
application for basic NAP coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year
2022. These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage
waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium reduction if higher levels of coverage
are elected.

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get
started with NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.
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