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USDA Encourages You to Consider NAP Risk Protection Coverage Before Crop
Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages you to examine
available USDA crop risk protection options, including Catastrophic coveraga e
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Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural

adversities such as drought, hail and excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from
natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance program
is available. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or
NAP by visiting the RMA website.
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NAP offers higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production
in 5 percentincrements, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up”
option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the
coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. Buy-up
levels of NAP coverage are available if the producer can show at least one year of
previously successfully growing the crop for which coverage is being requested.
NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop
losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.

For all coverage levels, the NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming
interests in multiple counties.

Beginning, underserved, veterans and limited resource farmers are now eligible for
free catastrophic level coverage.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. contact your local County USDA
Service Center or fsa.usda.gow.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private
insurance agents. Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s
online Agent Locator. You can use the USDA Cost Estimator to predict insurance

premium costs.

Receipt for Service - Improving Customer Service

Did you know that, as a customer in any USDA service center, employees are
required, per federal law and USDA regulations, to provide you with a computer-

generated receipt at the end of your visit? This Receipt for Service details the type
of service you requested, the service and response provided by the staff, and the
date and time of your visit.

The 2014 Farm Bill designated that FSA; Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and Rural Development (RD) employees are statutorily required to provide
producers a receipt when a current or prospective producer or landowner interacts
or engages with the Agency regarding a USDA benefit or service.

On behalf of our customers, FSA employees are required to enter receipts timely
and create only one receipt per customer per visit, regardless of the number of
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employee interactions a customer may encounter in a single visit. A single receipt
will be generated that provides a summary of the customer’s visit on behalf of the
other employees who also met with the customer on the same day. Employees
must also ensure that all services rendered are properly reflected in that receipt.

Issuing a receiptis required by our offices. If you do not receive a receipt, please be
sure to request one. For more information, FSA’s Receipt for Service handbook is
now available online.

Don’t leave the office without your receipt!

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property

| Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to
| buy and improve property. These microloans are
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers,

s ‘f‘ : U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those

R Who have small and mid-sized farming operations.
Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed,
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real
estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to
$50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider
all potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before the project
is approved.

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground
disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency
Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm
loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions
regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions.

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans.
Contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level
of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be
completed timely

Specialty Crop Growers can Apply for 2025 On-Farm Food Safety Certification
Expenses

i The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds

i specialty crop producers that the application period for
B8 the Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops
(FSCSC) program for program year 2025 opened Jan. 1,
2025, and runs through Jan. 31, 2026. The program has
been expanded to include medium-sized businesses in

ddition to small businesses. Eligible specialty crop
(ks growers can apply for assistance for expenses related to
obtaining or renewing a food safety certification.

: Program Details




FSCSC covers a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or
renewing its on-farm food safety certification, as well as a portion of related
expenses.

Eligible FSCSC applicants must be a specialty crop operation; meet the definition of
a small or medium-size business and have paid eligible expenses related to
certification.

¢ Asmall business has an average annual monetary value of specialty crops
sold by the applicant during the three-year period preceding the program
year of no more than $500,000.

¢ A medium size business has an average annual monetary value of specialty
crops the applicant sold during the three-year period preceding the program
year of at least $500,001 but no more than $1,000,000.

Specialty crop operations can receive the following cost assistance:
o Developing a food safety plan for first-time food safety certification.
e Maintaining or updating an existing food safety plan.
e Food safety certification.
e Certification upload fees.
e Microbiological testing for products, soilamendments and water.
e Training.

FSCSC payments are calculated separately for each eligible cost category. Details
about payment rates and limitations are available at farmers.gov/food-safety.

Applying for Assistance

For program year 2025, the application period began Jan. 1, 2025, and runs through
Jan. 31, 2026. FSA will issue 50% of the calculated payment for the program year
2025 following application approval, with the remaining amount to be paid after the
application deadline. If calculated payments exceed the amount of available
funding, payments will be prorated.

Specialty crop producers can apply by completing the FSA-888-1, Food Safety
Certification for Specialty Crops Program (FSCSC) for Program Years 2024 and 2025
application. The application, along with the AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet
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and SF-3881, ACH Vendor/Miscellaneous Payment Enrollment Form, if not already
on file with FSA, can be submitted to the FSA county office at any USDA Service
Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand delivery or via electronic means. Producers
with an eAuthentication account can apply for FSCSC online. Producers interested
in creating an eAuthentication account should visit farmers.gov/sign-in.

Visit farmers.gov/food-safety for additional program details, eligibility information
and application forms.

More Information: To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their
local USDA Service Center
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