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Is the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program Right for You?  
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Farmers and ranchers rely on crop insurance to protect themselves from disasters 
and unforeseen events, but not all crops are insurable through the USDA’s Risk 
Management Agency. The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) provides producers another option to obtain coverage 
against disaster for these crops. NAP provides financial assistance to producers of 
non-insurable crops impacted by natural disasters that result in lower yields, crop 
losses, or prevents crop planting.     

Commercially produced crops and agricultural commodities for which crop 
insurance is not available are generally eligible for NAP. Eligible crops include those 
grown specifically for food, fiber, livestock consumption, biofuel or biobased 
products, or value loss crops such as aquaculture, Christmas trees, ornamental 
nursery, and others. Contact your local FSA office to see which crops are eligible in 
your state and county.     

Eligible causes of loss include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive 
wind or hurricanes, earthquake and flood. These events must occur during the NAP 
policy coverage period, before or during harvest, and the disaster must directly 
affect the eligible crop. For guidance on causes of loss not listed, contact your 
local FSA county office.     

Interested producers apply for NAP coverage and pay the applicable service fee at 
the FSA office where their farm records are maintained. These must be filed by the 
application closing date, which varies by crop. Contact your local FSA office to 
verify application closing dates and ensure coverage for eligible NAP crops.     

At the time of application, each producer acknowledges they have received 
the NAP Basic Provisions, which describes NAP requirements for coverage. NAP 
participants must report crop acreage shortly after planting and provide verifiable 
or reliable crop production records when required by FSA.      

Producers are required to pay service fees which vary depending on the number of 
crops and number of counties your operation is located in. The NAP service fee is 
the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to 
exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties. 
Premiums also apply when producers elect higher levels of coverage with a 
maximum premium of $15,750 per person or legal entity.      
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A producer’s certification on Form CCC-860 Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Rancher Certification may serve as an 
application for basic NAP coverage for all eligible crops beginning with crop year 
2022.  These producers will have all NAP-related service fees for basic coverage 
waived, in addition to a 50 percent premium reduction if higher levels of coverage 
are elected.      

For more detailed information on NAP, download the NAP Fact Sheet. To get started 
with NAP, we recommend you contact your local USDA service center.    

 

Signature Policy 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and 
prevent a delay in program benefits. 

The following are FSA signature guidelines:   

• Married individuals must sign their given name.        

• Example—Mary Doe and John Doe are married. When signing FSA forms, 
each must use their given name, and may not sign with the name of their 
spouse. Mrs. Mary Doe may not sign documents as Mrs. John Doe. For Farm 
Loan Purposes, spouses may not sign on behalf of the other as an 
authorized signatory, a signature will be needed for each. For a minor, FSA 
requires the minor's signature and one from the minor’s parent. There are 
certain exceptions where a minor’s signature may be accepted without 
obtaining the signature of one of the parents. Despite minority status, a 
youth executing a promissory note for a Youth Loan will incur full personal 
liability for the debt and will sign individually.   

Note: By signing a document with a minor, the parent is liable for actions of the 
minor and may be liable for refunds, liquidated damages, or other penalties, etc.  

When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or 
printed on the form or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to 
be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on the form. The signature may be 
John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. 
Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.   
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FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided 
the acceptable program forms are approved for FAXED signatures. Producers are 
responsible for the successful transmission and receipt of FAXED information.   

Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:   

• Promissory note  

• Assignment of payment  

• Joint payment authorization  

• Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase  

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs 
in which either spouse has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse 
this authority has been provided to the county office.   

Spouses cannot sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for 
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other similar entities.  Likewise, a 
spouse cannot sign a document on behalf of the other in order to affirm the 
eligibility of oneself.   

Any member of a general partnership can sign on behalf of the general partnership 
and bind all members unless the Articles of Partnership are more restrictive. 
Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in a partnership, 
unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office. 
Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, 
estates, and trusts must consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, 
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity.  

 

Regular Maintenance Requirements for all CRP Contracts  

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a program administered by the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) to conserve farmland for future generations while providing 
habitat for wildlife, reducing soil erosion, and improving water quality. Regular 
maintenance on CRP acres is needed to ensure the acreage continues to provide 
conservation benefits and remains in compliance with the CRP contract.  



Regular Maintenance  

Producers with CRP contracts are required to control all weeds, insects, pests, and 
other undesirable species to the extent necessary to ensure that the approved 
conservation cover is adequately protected and to ensure there is no adverse 
impact on surrounding land. Mowing is one of the allowable practices for weed 
control, but mowing for aesthetic purposes is never permitted. The Conservation 
Plan states the required weed control methods for each site.   

Once a stand has been certified as fully established, participants are required to 
maintain plant diversity and stand density according to the Conservation Plan and 
offer (CRP-2) for the life of the contract. Stands that do not meet practice specific 
plant diversity or density requirements may be considered non-compliant. Refer to 
your conservation plan or contact FSA if you have any questions or concerns about 
the vegetative cover requirements.  

Maintenance activities cannot occur during the primary nesting season for birds 
without written prior approval from the local county office. The primary nesting 
season in Virginia is April 15 through August 15.  

Mid-Contract Management  

Regular maintenance for weed and pest control is separate from the Mid-Contract 
Management (MCM) requirement. MCM ensures plant diversity and wildlife 
benefits while ensuring protection of the soil and water resources. Such activities 
are site-specific and are for the purpose of enhancing the approved cover.   

MCM must be completed between years four and six of a 10-year contract and 
between years seven and nine of a 15-year contract. The Conservation Plan will 
state what year MCM must take place.  

Noncompliance with Maintenance Requirements  

Failure to adequately maintain the stand may result in noncompliance with the 
terms and conditions of the CRP contract. Noncompliance can result in adverse 
actions up to and including termination of the CRP contract. Contracts that are out 
of compliance are ineligible to re-enroll, unless the stand is brought back into 
compliance prior to the enrollment deadline.   



For general information about CRP, visit the Conservation Reserve Program 
webpage. For information about specific contracts, reach out to the local FSA 
office.  

 

Environmental Review Required Before Project Implementation  

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to 
consider all potential environmental impacts for federally funded projects before 
the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be 
completed before actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground 
disturbance. These programs include, but are not limited to, the Emergency 
Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program and farm 
loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, the request will be denied. Although there are exceptions 
regarding the Stafford Act and emergencies, it’s important to wait until you receive 
written approval of your project proposal before starting any actions. 

Applications cannot be approved until FSA has copies of all permits and plans. 
Contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what 
level of environmental review is required for your program application so that it can 
be completed timely.  

 

USDA Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Applications for Second Stage of 
Crop Disaster, Milk Loss and On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Assistance  

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is delivering more than $16 billion in total 
Congressionally approved disaster relief. FSA is now accepting applications for 
assistance through the second stage of the Supplemental Disaster Relief Program 
(SDRP) from agricultural producers who suffered eligible non-indemnified, 
uncovered or quality crop losses due to qualifying natural disasters in 2023 and 
2024. 

Stage Two covers eligible crop, tree, bush and vine losses that were not covered 
under Stage One program provisions, including non-indemnified (shallow loss), 
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uncovered and quality losses. Although the majority of payments from the first 
stage are already in the hands of producers helping them prepare for and invest in 
the next crop year, Stage One assistance, announced in July, remains available to 
producers who received an indemnity under crop insurance or the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for eligible crop losses due to qualifying 
2023 and 2024natural disaster events. 

The deadline to apply for both Stage One and Stage Two assistance is April 30, 
2026. 

Additionally, FSA is taking applications for assistance from producers who had to 
dump or remove milk from the commercial market and who incurred losses of 
eligible farm stored commodities due to qualifying disaster events in 2023 and 
2024. 

SDRP Stage Two Program Details 

SDRP Stage Two provides assistance for eligible crop, tree, bush and vine losses 
not covered under Stage One, including: 

• Non-Indemnified Losses (Including Shallow Losses)  

o Insured losses through federal crop insurance that did not trigger a 
crop insurance indemnity. 

o Losses with NAP coverage that did not trigger a NAP payment. 

• Uncovered Losses (Uninsured Losses)  

o Includes losses that were not insured through federal crop insurance 
or NAP. 

• Quality Losses  

o Includes quality losses to commodities indicated by:  

 A decrease in value based on discounts due to the physical 
condition of the crop supported by applicable grading factors 

 A decline in the nutritional value of forage crops supported by 
documented forage tests.  



o Producers will certify to an SDRP quality loss percentage. 

FSA is establishing block grants with Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, and 
Massachusetts that cover crop losses; therefore, producers with losses on land 
physically located in these states are not eligible for SDRP program payments.  

For information on program eligibility and to download an application checklist, 
visit fsa.usda.gov/sdrp. 

More information will be provided in early 2026 regarding a separate enrollment 
period for quality losses covered by SDRP Stage One as well as for insured 
producers in Puerto Rico who were not included in Stage One because data was 
not available when pre-filled applications were mailed. 

Milk and On-Farm Stored Crop Loss Assistance 

The Milk Loss Program provides up to $1.65 million in payments to eligible dairy 
operations for milk that was dumped or removed without compensation from the 
commercial milk market because of a qualifying natural disaster event in 2023 
and/or 2024. 

Producers who suffered losses of eligible harvested commodities while stored in 
on-farm structures in 2023 and/or 2024 due to a qualifying natural disaster event 
may be eligible for assistance through the On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss 
Program, which provides for up to $5 million to impacted producers. 

The deadline to apply for milk and on-farm stored commodity losses is Jan. 23, 
2026. Information and reference resources for both programs are available online 
at Information and fact sheets for both programs are available online 
at fsa.usda.gov/mlp for milk loss and fsa.usda.gov/ofsclp for on-farm stored 
commodity losses. 

To make an appointment to apply, call your local County Service Center Office. 

 

New Feature on Farmers.gov Account: Access Your Current and Prior Year FSA-
578, Report of Commodities (Nationwide Producer Print) 
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A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) customers through a 
secure, authenticated access process. 

A new feature now provides access to your current or prior year FSA-578, Report of 
Commodities (Nationwide Producer Print). Your FSA-578 contains annual crop 
acreage reporting information submitted to USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). If 
you are a shareholder (operator, owner or other producer) for a crop on the acreage 
report, you will be able to view, save and/or print your selected annual FSA-578.  

How to Access Your FSA-578’s 

From the Land tab in your farmers.gov account, click Land Overview on the 
navigation drop-down. On the Land Overview page, you will see an information 
block that states “View and Print Your Acreage Reports” containing a View Your 
FSA-578 button.  

Clicking the button will open a popup modal with a drop-down menu to select the 
acreage report year. Once you have selected a year, the View FSA-578 button 
becomes active. Clicking the button will open a new tab with a message indicating 
the PDF file is being loaded. Once the load is complete, the FSA-578, Report of 
Commodities (Nationwide Producer Print) PDF document is displayed. You can 
view, save and/or print the FSA-578 as needed. 

If there is no acreage report information on file for the selected acreage report year, 
the PDF will display the message, “This producer does not have a producer print 
currently available.”  

How to Access FSA-578s Using Your Representative Authority to Act on Behalf 
of Another Customer 

Additionally, if you have been granted the authority to act on behalf of another 
individual or entity, you can use the yellow banner to “Switch Profile” and view the 
current or prior year FSA-578, Report of Commodities (Nationwide Producer Print) 
for the customer you on whose behalf you have been elected to act. 

Contact your local FSA office for more information or questions regarding your FSA-
578, Report of Commodities (Nationwide Producer Print) or if you have questions 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fworking-with-us%2Fservice-center-locator%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/0100019b27d97bc5-ae64d019-2d51-4490-80c8-ed6a6d842654-000000/S0tE7YR4x6CcI-dtU2nHQeW0W7V3jMZDhH16cAObUwU=435


regarding establishing representative authority or do not see the expected 
representative authority options when you log in. 

More information can be found in the farmers.gov Fact Sheet and video tutorials. 
Visit the farmers.gov Account page to log in or learn how to create an account. 

 

Loan Deficiency Payments Now Available for Cotton Producers in Virginia 

Cotton producers in Virginia may be eligible for Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) 
from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). LDPs are payments made to producers 
who are eligible to obtain a Marketing Assistance Loan but agree to forgo the loan in 
return for a payment on the eligible commodity. The deadline to apply for an LDP on 
2025 crop-year cotton is May 31, 2026. 

An LDP triggers when the adjusted world price (AWP) for cotton falls below the loan 
rate. The loan rate for 2025-crop base quality upland cotton is $0.52 per pound. 
Extra-long staple cotton is not eligible for LDPs.  

For upland cotton to be eligible for an LDP, the producer must have beneficial 
interest in the commodity, defined as having title, possession and control of the 
commodity, and is responsible for loss of or damage to the commodity. Producers 
must have a LDP Agreement and Request, form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file with the 
local FSA office on or before the date of losing beneficial interest in the crop. Page 3 
of the CCC-633EZ form must be submitted when payment is requested, but no 
later than May 31 of the year following the normal harvest. 

LDPs are not subject to payment limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-
rent tenant rules; however, adjusted gross income provisions are applicable. 

Other eligibility requirements may apply. Contact your local FSA office for more 
information.  

 

FSA’s Customer Kiosks Available Nationwide 

The new customer kiosks from USDA’s Farm Service Agency are available at every 
county office nationwide. These kiosks help to streamline your visit to your local 
county office and easily access a variety of features such as signing FSA 
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documents, utilizing the Loan Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs, 
accessing the internet, accessing necessary personal information, and signing up 
for a Login.gov account, which provides access to farmers.gov level two features 
and other USDA and U.S. Government web resources. Future kiosk functionality 
enhancements include a customer check-in application, self-service option for 
FSA program applications and documents, financial inquiries and more. 

Learn more about how FSA is modernizing our customer experience here. 

 

USDA Announces Expedited Congressionally Mandated Disaster Assistance 
for Farmers – SDRP Stage 1 

Agricultural producers who suffered eligible crop losses due to natural disasters in 
2023 and 2024 can apply for $16 billion in assistance through the Supplemental 
Disaster Relief Program (SDRP). 

To expedite the implementation of SDRP, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
delivering assistance in two stages. This first stage is open to producers with 
eligible crop losses that received assistance under crop insurance or the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program during 2023 and 2024. Stage One 
sign-up started in-person at FSA county offices on July 10 and prefilled applications 
were mailed to producers starting July 9. 

SDRP Stage One 

FSA launched a streamlined, pre-filled application process for eligible crop, tree, 
and vine losses by leveraging existing Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) indemnified loss data. The pre-
filled applications were mailed on July 9, 2025. 

Eligibility 

Eligible losses must be the result of natural disasters occurring in calendar years 
2023 and/or 2024. These disasters include wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos, 
excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought, and related conditions. 

To qualify for drought related losses, the loss must have occurred in a county rated 
by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive 
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weeks, D3 (extreme drought), or greater intensity level during the applicable 
calendar year. 

Producers in Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, and Massachusetts will not be eligible 
for SDRP program payments. Instead, these states chose to cover eligible crop, 
tree, bush, and vine losses through separate block grants. These block grants are 
funded through the $220M provided for this purpose to eligible states in the 
American Relief Act. 

How to Apply 

To apply for SDRP, producers must submit the FSA-526, Supplemental Disaster 
Relief Program (SDRP) Stage One Application by April 30, 2026, in addition to 
having other forms on file with FSA. 

SDRP Stage One Payment Calculation 

Stage One payments are based on the SDRP adjusted NAP or Federal crop 
insurance coverage level the producer purchased for the crop. The net NAP or net 
federal crop insurance payments (NAP or crop insurance indemnities minus 
administrative fees and premiums) will be subtracted from the SDRP calculated 
payment amount. For Stage One, the total SDRP payment to indemnified producers 
will not exceed 90% of the loss and an SDRP payment factor of 35% will be applied 
to all Stage One payments. If additional SDRP funds remain, FSA may issue a 
second payment. 

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements 

All producers who receive SDRP payments are required to purchase federal crop 
insurance or NAP coverage for the next two available crop years at the 60% 
coverage level or higher. Producers who fail to purchase crop insurance for the next 
two available crop years will be required to refund the SDRP payment, plus interest, 
to USDA. 

SDRP Stage 2 

FSA recently announced the SDRP Stage 2 sign-up period, which also runs through 
April 30, 2026. Learn more by visiting fsa.usda.gov/sdrp. 
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Supplemental Disaster Relief Program Stage 1: Drought and Hail Eligibility  

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA)Supplemental Disaster Relief Program 
(SDRP) provides assistance for eligible crop losses due to natural disasters in 2023 
and 2024. The deadline to apply is April 30, 2026. 

Eligible U.S. Drought Monitor Losses  

To qualify for drought related losses, the loss must have occurred in a county rated 
by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive 
weeks, D3 (extreme drought), or greater intensity level during the applicable 
calendar year. View the list of counties eligible for SDRP due to qualifying drought 
for 2023 and 2024.   

Other Eligible Disaster Events and Related Conditions  

Producers who received an indemnity in 2023 or 2024 but did not qualify based on 
the U.S. Drought monitor may still be eligible for assistance. If your county did not 
trigger based on the U.S. Drought Monitor, do not certify “drought” as the cause of 
loss on your application as it will not be approved.  Instead, producers should 
review all qualifying disaster events and related conditions such as excessive heat 
or excessive wind and select all applicable causes of loss.  

Below is a list of all qualifying disaster events with the eligible related conditions in 
parentheses:  

• Wildfires  

• Hurricanes (including related excessive wind, storm surges, tornadoes, 
tropical storms, and tropical depression)  

• Floods (including related silt and debris)  

• Derechos (including related excessive wind)  

• Excessive heat  

• Tornadoes  

• Winter storms (including related blizzard and excessive wind)  

• Freeze (including a polar vortex)  
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• Smoke exposure  

• Excessive moisture  

• Qualifying drought   

Related conditions must have occurred as a direct result of the indicated disaster 
event.   

Losses due to Hail 

Hail is not a qualifying disaster event, but you may be eligible if it was directly 
related to a qualifying disaster event.   

For example, if a producer’s crop suffered damage from hail, but the hail damage 
was directly related to a tornado, then this would qualify for an SDRP payment 
since tornado is a qualifying disaster event.   

Documentation for Spot Checks  

Producers who certify that a qualifying disaster event caused the loss should be 
prepared to provide documentation to support their self-certification if they are 
selected for a spot check. Documentation is not required to be submitted with 
your application. Additionally, producers are not required to verify the cause of 
loss with their crop insurance agent.   

Producers should complete the pre-filled application that was mailed on July 9. If 
you received a crop insurance indemnity in 2023 or 2024 and did not receive an 
application, please visit your local FSA office and they can print your pre-filled 
application.     

For additional help with your application, please review the FSA-526 Instructions 
for Stage 1. Learn more about SDRP, eligibility and future insurance requirements 
by visiting fsa.usda.gov/sdrp.  

 

Efforts for 2025 Conservation Effects Assessment Project Survey of Cultivated 
Cropland Operations Now Underway 
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If you’re a farmer or other operator, you may be asked to participate in a survey to 
gather in-depth information about the use of conservation practices on cultivated 
cropland. 

The 2025 Conservation Effects Assessment Project (CEAP) Survey is a joint effort 
between USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and National 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). NASS will visit approximately 23,000 
operators across the contiguous U.S. in August and September 2025 to determine 
survey eligibility. A more in-depth follow-up survey will be conducted starting in 
November 2025. 

This is the second of three years of surveys conducted by NASS. Once surveying is 
complete, NRCS will combine the data with information from the National 
Resources Inventory, NRCS field staff, and multiple data sources to estimate 
environmental and management outcomes of conservation on cultivated cropland 
across U.S. farms. NRCS will publish the findings as a CEAP Cropland Assessment 
report. CEAP Cropland Assessments quantify the effects of voluntary conservation 
efforts across the nation’s cropland at both regional and national scales. 

Learn more about the survey. 

 

Selected Interest Rates for December 2025 

90-Day Treasury Bill 4.000% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 4.625% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 5.750% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

1.750% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans -  (7 years) 3.875% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 4.625% 
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Virginia FSA State Office 

1606 Santa Rosa Road, Suite 138 
Richmond, VA  23229 

Phone: 804-287-1503 Fax: 855 -621-5866 
 
Office Hours 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

                             https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Virginia/index 

Sherina Logan 
Acting State Executive Director 

Sherina Logan 
Deputy State Executive 
Director 

Telicia Berry 
Administrative Officer 

H.L. Kellam 
Rodney Young 
Chief Farm Programs 

Diane Lenoir-Giles 
Public Relations/Outreach Specialist 

Dorine Ross 
Chief Farm Loan Programs 

Top of page 

 

 

    

 

CONTACT US: 
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Risk Management Agency 
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