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USDA Announces Commodity Payment
Rates for Farmer Bridge Assistance
Program

USDA announced the next phase in the Farmer Bridge ~ Farmer sridge assistance pragram payment ates
Assistance Program (FBA), the eligible commodity per- WE} ) 512259
acre payment rates. In 2026, $12 billion will be paid to
American farmers. Of that amount, $11 billion consists
of one-time FBA program payments.

Eligible Row Crop Commodities and Payment
Rates:

Below are the payment rates for the FBA eligible
commodities that triggered a payment.

Commodity, Per Acre Payment Rates

Barley: $20.51

Canola: $23.57
Chickpeas (Large): $26.46
Chickpeas (Small): $33.36
Corn: $44.36

Cotton: $117.35



Flax: $8.05
Lentils: $23.98
Mustard: $23.21
Oats: $81.75
Peanuts: $55.65
Peas: $19.60
Rice: $132.89
Safflower: $24.86
Sesame: $13.68
Sorghum: $48.11
Soybeans: $30.88
Sunflower: $17.32
Wheat: $39.35

Eligibility, Program Applications, and Crop Insurance Linkage

FBA payments are based on 2025 planted acres, Economic Research Service cost
of production, and the World Agriculture Supply and Demand Estimate Report.
Double crop acres, including all initial and subsequently planted crops, are eligible.
Prevent plant acres are not eligible.

All intended row crop uses are eligible for FBA except grazing, volunteer stands,
experimental, green manure, crops left standing and abandoned or cover crops.

Crop insurance linkage is not required; however, USDA strongly urges producers to
take advantage of the new risk management tools provided for in the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) to best protect against future price risk and volatility. The
OBBBA federal crop insurance improvements include expanding benefits for
beginning farmers and ranchers, increasing coverage options, and making crop
insurance more affordable.

Specialty Crop Assistance

Of the $12 billion being provided by the Commodity Credit Corporation Charter Act,
up to $11 billion is being directed to eligible row crop producers and the remaining
$1 billion of the $12 billion in assistance is reserved for specialty crops and sugar.
Timelines for payments to producers of these crops are still under development and
require additional understanding of market impacts and economic needs.

Producers, including specialty crop producers and stakeholder groups, can submit
questions to farmerbridge@usda.gov.

More information on FBA is available online at https://www.fsa.usda.gov/fba or you
can contact your local USDA FSA county office.

Farm Service Agency Announces Updated
Schedule for County Committee Elections

i e Tla 2 ¥ R “ The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has revised
: km the Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committee

' 5 voting period, and eligible agricultural producers and
private landowners across the country should receive
ballots beginning the week of Jan. 5.


mailto:farmerbridge@usda.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Ffba%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019c002516b8-6a89acf4-92be-49c8-bf5f-b2473cdc8c93-000000/kRzRtlzCiBaIqU4eo3RwLBJTx0cMs8YHBACTXkGtppo=442

Elections are occurring in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for

these committee members who make important decisions about how federal farm
programs are administered locally. Producers and landowners must return ballots to
their local FSA county office or have their ballots postmarked by Feb. 2, 2026, for
those ballots to be counted. Newly elected members will take office on March 2,
2026.

To be eligible to vote in the county committee elections, producers must participate
or cooperate in a USDA program and be assigned to the LAA that is up for election.
Each year, at least one LAA in each COC jurisdiction is up for election on a three-
year rotation, and each producer is assigned to vote in a single LAA. A cooperating
producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or ranching
operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.

For purposes of FSA county committee elections, every member of an American
Indian tribe is considered an agricultural landowner if the land on which the tribal
member’s voting eligibility is based is tribally owned or held in trust by the U.S. for
the tribe, even if the individual does not personally produce a commodity on that
land.

Tribal agricultural landowners 18 years and older can contact their local FSA county
office to register to vote.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agriculture community
serve on FSA county committees. The committees are comprised of three to 11
members who serve three-year terms. Committee members play a key role in how
FSA delivers disaster recovery, safety-net, conservation, commodity and price
support programs, as well as making decisions on county office employment and
other agricultural issues.

Ballots must be postmarked or delivered in person to the local FSA office by close
of business Feb. 2, 2026, to be counted. Newly elected committee members will
take office March 2, 2026. Producers can identify LAAs up for election through a
geographic information system locator tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections and
may confirm their LAA by contacting their local FSA office. Eligible voters who do
not receive a ballot in the mail can request one from their local FSA county

office.

Visit fsa.usda.gov/elections for more information on county committee elections. To
learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service
Center.

USDA Farm Service Agency Now
Accepting Applications for Second Stage
of Crop Disaster, Milk Loss and On-Farm
Stored Commodity Loss Assistance

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is delivering more than $16 billion in total
Congressionally approved disaster relief. FSA is now accepting applications for
assistance through the second stage of the Supplemental Disaster Relief Program
(SDRP) from agricultural producers who suffered eligible non-indemnified,
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uncovered or quality crop losses due to qualifying natural disasters in 2023 and
2024.

Stage Two covers eligible crop, tree, bush and vine losses that were not covered
under Stage One program provisions, including non-indemnified (shallow loss),
uncovered and quality losses. Although the majority of payments from the first stage
are already in the hands of producers helping them prepare for and invest in the
next crop year, Stage One assistance, announced in July, remains available to
producers who received an indemnity under crop insurance or the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for eligible crop losses due to qualifying 2023
and 2024 natural disaster events.

The deadline to apply for both Stage One and Stage Two assistance is April 30,
2026.

Additionally, FSA is taking applications for assistance from producers who had to
dump or remove milk from the commercial market and who incurred losses of
eligible farm stored commodities due to qualifying disaster events in 2023 and
2024.

SDRP Stage Two Program Details
SDRP Stage Two provides assistance for eligible crop, tree, bush and vine losses
not covered under Stage One, including:

e Non-Indemnified Losses (Including Shallow Losses)
o Insured losses through federal crop insurance that did not trigger a
crop insurance indemnity.
o Losses with NAP coverage that did not trigger a NAP payment.

e Uncovered Losses (Uninsured Losses)
o Includes losses that were not insured through federal crop insurance
or NAP.

e Quality Losses

o Includes quality losses to commodities indicated by:
= A decrease in value based on discounts due to the physical
condition of the crop supported by applicable grading factors
= A decline in the nutritional value of forage crops supported by
documented forage tests.

o Producers will certify to an SDRP quality loss percentage.

FSA is establishing block grants with Connecticut, Hawaii, Maine, and
Massachusetts that cover crop losses; therefore, producers with losses on land
physically located in these states are not eligible for SDRP program payments.

For information on program eligibility and to download an application checklist, visit
fsa.usda.gov/sdrp.

More information will be provided in early 2026 regarding a separate enrollment
period for quality losses covered by SDRP Stage One as well as for insured
producers in Puerto Rico who were not included in Stage One because data was
not available when pre-filled applications were mailed.

Milk and On-Farm Stored Crop Loss Assistance
The Milk Loss Program provides up to $1.65 million in payments to eligible dairy
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operations for milk that was dumped or removed without compensation from the
commercial milk market because of a qualifying natural disaster event in 2023
and/or 2024.

Producers who suffered losses of eligible harvested commodities while stored in on-
farm structures in 2023 and/or 2024 due to a qualifying natural disaster event may
be eligible for assistance through the On-Farm Stored Commodity Loss Program,
which provides for up to $5 million to impacted producers.

The deadline to apply for milk and on-farm stored commodity losses is Jan. 23,
2026. Information and fact sheets for both programs are available online

at fsa.usda.gov/milp for milk loss and fsa.usda.gov/ofsclp for on-farm stored
commodity losses.

To make an appointment to apply, contact your local FSA Office.

USDA Farm Loan Program Changes Now
in Effect

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) updates to the Farm Service
Agency’s (FSA) Farm Loan Programs are officially in effect. These changes, part of
the Enhancing Program Access and Delivery for Farm Loans rule, are designed to
increase financial flexibility for agricultural producers, allowing them to grow their
operations, boost profitability, and build long-term savings.

These program updates reflect USDA’s ongoing commitment to supporting the
financial success and resilience of farmers and ranchers nationwide, offering critical
tools to help borrowers manage their finances more effectively.

What the new rules mean for you:

o Low-interest installment set-aside program: Financially distressed borrowers
can now defer up to one annual loan payment at a reduced interest rate.
This simplified option helps ease financial pressure while keeping farming
operations running smoothly.

o Flexible repayment terms: New repayment options give borrowers the ability
to increase their cash flow and build working capital reserves, allowing for
long-term financial planning that includes saving for retirement, education,
and other future needs.

e Reduced collateral requirements: FSA has lowered the amount of additional
loan security needed for direct farm loans, making it easier for borrowers to
leverage their existing equity without putting their personal residence at risk.

These new rules provide more financial freedom to borrowers. By giving farmers
and ranchers better tools to manage their operations, we’re helping them build long-
term financial stability. It's all about making sure they can keep their land, grow their
business, and invest in the future.

If you’re an FSA borrower or considering applying for a loan, now is the time to take
advantage of these new policies. We encourage you to reach out to your local FSA
farm loan staff to ensure you fully understand the wide range of loan making and
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servicing options available to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining your
agricultural operation.

To conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.

Disaster Set-Aside and Distressed
Borrower Set-Aside Programs

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers two types of set-aside programs to assist
FSA direct loan borrowers. The set-aside programs are intended to help distressed
borrowers as well as borrowers impacted by natural disasters.

Disaster Set-Aside Program

The Disaster Set-Aside Program (DSA) assists existing FSA direct loan borrowers
who have been impacted by natural disasters. The DSA program provides short-
term financial relief by allowing eligible borrowers to delay FSA direct loan
payments that are due this year or next year (but not both). You may delay up to
one full annual payment per loan and the delayed payment will be moved to the end
of the loan term. You will not be required to pay this set-aside installment until the
loan’s final due date.

The principal portion of the amount set-aside will continue to accrue interest at your
loan’s existing interest rate.

To be eligible, borrowers must have operated a farm in a county declared a disaster
area or a contiguous county at the time of the disaster. In addition, the borrower’s
inability to make their upcoming payment must be due to the disaster.

To apply for DSA, borrowers must provide their local USDA Service Center with a
letter requesting DSA, which must be signed by all parties liable for the debt. The
letter must be provided to your local Service Center within eight months of the
disaster declaration date. The application process also includes providing your
actual production, income, and expense records for the last three years. FSA may
also request additional information as needed to make an eligibility decision.

Distressed Borrower Set-Aside Program

FSA Direct Farm Loan Program borrowers whose loans were closed before Sept.
25, 2024, may be eligible for assistance under the Distressed Borrower Set-Aside
Program (DBSA). Similar to DSA, DBSA also provides short-term financial relief by
allowing eligible borrowers to delay FSA direct loan payments that are due this year
or next year (but not both). You may delay up to one full annual payment per loan
and the delayed payment will be moved to the end of the loan term. You will not be
required to pay this set-aside installment until the loan’s final due date.

An increased benefit with DBSA is that the principal portion of the set-aside will
accrue interest at a reduced rate of 0.125% rather than your loan’s existing interest
rate.

To be eligible for DBSA, the borrower must demonstrate financial distress, but their
inability to make the upcoming payment does not need to be due to a disaster.

The DBSA application process is similar to DSA as borrowers must provide their
local USDA Service Center with a letter requesting DBSA, which must be signed by
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all parties liable for the debt. The application process also includes providing your
actual production, income, and expense records for the last three years. FSA may
also request additional information as needed to make an eligibility decision.

Important Factors for Both DSA and DBSA:

FSA direct loan borrowers are not able to obtain more than one set-aside per loan.
Borrowers also cannot obtain both a DSA and DBSA simultaneously on the same
loan. In addition, FSA direct loans with less than two years remaining are not
eligible for a DSA or DBSA. Other eligibility requirements apply; we encourage you
to contact your local Service Center for more information.

Both DSA and DBSA are intended to provide short-term relief for situations where
borrowers anticipate the ability to resume paying their full annual installment(s) in

the following year. If you require a more long-term form of financial relief, FSA has
other potential options available through primary loan servicing (PLS).

For more information on DSA, DBSA, or PLS, please contact your the (insert county
name) County Service Center at (insert phone number). You may also visit

fsa.usda.gov.

Additional information, eligibility criteria and program limitations may be found within
the Disaster Set-Aside and Distressed Borrower Set-Aside Program fact sheets.

Supplemental Disaster Relief Program
Stage 1: Drought and Hail Eligibility

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA)Supplemental Disaster Relief Program
(SDRP) provides assistance for eligible crop losses due to natural disasters in 2023
and 2024. The deadline to apply is April 30, 2026.

Eligible U.S. Drought Monitor Losses

To qualify for drought related losses, the loss must have occurred in a county rated
by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having a D2 (severe drought) for eight consecutive
weeks, D3 (extreme drought), or greater intensity level during the applicable
calendar year. View the list of counties eligible for SDRP due to qualifying drought
for 2023 and 2024.

Other Eligible Disaster Events and Related Conditions

Producers who received an indemnity in 2023 or 2024 but did not qualify based on
the U.S. Drought monitor may still be eligible for assistance. If your county did not
trigger based on the U.S. Drought Monitor, do not certify “drought” as the cause of
loss on your application as it will not be approved. Instead, producers should
review all qualifying disaster events and related conditions such as excessive heat
or excessive wind and select all applicable causes of loss.

Below is a list of all qualifying disaster events with the eligible related conditions in
parentheses:

o Wildfires

e Hurricanes (including related excessive wind, storm surges, tornadoes,
tropical storms, and tropical depression)

e Floods (including related silt and debris)

e Derechos (including related excessive wind)
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Excessive heat

Tornadoes

Winter storms (including related blizzard and excessive wind)
Freeze (including a polar vortex)

Smoke exposure

Excessive moisture

Qualifying drought

Related conditions must have occurred as a direct result of the indicated disaster
event.

Losses due to Hail
Hail is not a qualifying disaster event, but you may be eligible if it was directly
related to a qualifying disaster event.

For example, if a producer’s crop suffered damage from hail, but the hail damage
was directly related to a tornado, then this would qualify for an SDRP payment
since tornado is a qualifying disaster event.

Documentation for Spot Checks

Producers who certify that a qualifying disaster event caused the loss should be
prepared to provide documentation to support their self-certification if they are
selected for a spot check. Documentation is not required to be submitted with
your application. Additionally, producers are not required to verify the cause of
loss with their crop insurance agent.

Producers should complete the pre-filled application that was mailed on July 9. If
you received a crop insurance indemnity in 2023 or 2024 and did not receive an
application, please visit your local FSA office and they can print your pre-filled
application.

For additional help with your application, please review the FSA-526 Instructions for
Stage 1. Learn more about SDRP, eligibility and future insurance requirements by
visiting fsa.usda.gov/sdrp.

Regular Maintenance Requirements for all
CRP Contracts

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is a program administered by the Farm
Service Agency (FSA) to conserve farmland for future generations while providing
habitat for wildlife, reducing soil erosion, and improving water quality. Regular
maintenance on CRP acres is needed to ensure the acreage continues to provide
conservation benefits and remains in compliance with the CRP contract.

Regular Maintenance

Producers with CRP contracts are required to control all weeds, insects, pests, and
other undesirable species to the extent necessary to ensure that the approved
conservation cover is adequately protected and to ensure there is no adverse
impact on surrounding land. Mowing is one of the allowable practices for weed
control, but mowing for aesthetic purposes is never permitted. The Conservation
Plan states the required weed control methods for each site.
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Once a stand has been certified as fully established, participants are required to
maintain plant diversity and stand density according to the Conservation Plan and
offer (CRP-2) for the life of the contract. Stands that do not meet practice specific
plant diversity or density requirements may be considered non-compliant. Refer to
your conservation plan or contact FSA if you have any questions or concerns about
the vegetative cover requirements.

Maintenance activities cannot occur during the primary nesting season for birds
without written prior approval from the local county office. The primary nesting
season in Utah is April 1 through July 15.

Mid-Contract Management

Regular maintenance for weed and pest control is separate from the Mid-Contract
Management (MCM) requirement. MCM ensures plant diversity and wildlife benefits
while ensuring protection of the soil and water resources. Such activities are site-
specific and are for the purpose of enhancing the approved cover.

MCM must be completed between years four and six of a 10-year contract and
between years seven and nine of a 15-year contract. The Conservation Plan will
state what year MCM must take place.

Noncompliance with Maintenance Requirements

Failure to adequately maintain the stand may result in noncompliance with the
terms and conditions of the CRP contract. Noncompliance can result in adverse
actions up to and including termination of the CRP contract. Contracts that are out
of compliance are ineligible to re-enroll, unless the stand is brought back into
compliance prior to the enrollment deadline.

For general information about CRP, visit the Conservation Reserve Program
webpage. For information about specific contracts, reach out to the local FSA
office.

File a Notice of Loss for Failed and
Prevented Planted Acres

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planted and
failed acres in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some
programs.

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on
form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final
planting date as established by FSA and the Risk Management Agency (RMA).

The final planting dates for Utah are:

Apiculture - November 15

Fall-Seeded Small Grains - December 15

Apples, Cherries, Peaches - January 15

Alfalfa Seed, all other crops, Perennial Forage, Hemp - July 15
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Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of
Loss, to report failed acres.

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage
or loss through the administrative county office within 72 hours of the date of
damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a
CCC-576, email, fax or phone. If you notify the County Office by any method other
than by filing the CCC-576, you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss,
within the required 15 calendar days.

For losses on crops covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP), you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the
disaster or when losses become apparent. You must timely file a Notice of Loss for
failed acres on all crops including grasses.

To file a Notice of Loss, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Launches Online Debt
Consolidation Tool to Increase Farmer and
Rancher Financial Viability

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is announcing the launch of the Debt
Consolidation Tool, an innovative online tool available through farmers.gov that
allows agricultural producers to enter their farm operating debt and evaluate the
potential savings that might be provided by obtaining a debt consolidation loan with
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) or a local lender.

A debt consolidation loan is a new loan used to pay off other existing operating
loans or lines of credit that might have unreasonable rates and terms. By combining
multiple eligible debts into a single, larger loan, borrowers may obtain more
favorable payment terms such as a lower interest rate or lower payments.
Consolidating debt may also provide farmers and ranchers additional cash flow
flexibilities.

The Debt Consolidation Tool is a significant addition to FSA’s suite of improvements
designed to modernize its Farm Loan Programs. The tool enhances customer
service and increases opportunities for farmers and ranchers to achieve financial
viability by helping them identify potential savings that could be reinvested in their
farming and ranching operation, retirement accounts, or college savings accounts.

Producers can access the Debt Consolidation Tool by visiting farmers.gov/debt-
consolidation-tool. The tool is built to run on modern browsers including Chrome,
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. Producers do not need to create a farmers.gov
account or access the authenticated customer portal to use the tool.

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local FSA farm loan staff to
ensure they fully understand the wide range of loan and servicing options available
to assist with starting, expanding, or maintaining their agricultural operation. To
conduct business with FSA, please contact your local USDA Service Center.
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Annual Review of Payment Eligibility for
New Crop Year

FSA and NRCS program applicants for benefits are required to submit a completed
CCC-902 Farming Operation Plan and CCC-941 Average Gross Income (AGI)
Certification and Consent to Disclosure of Tax Information for FSA to determine the
applicant’s payment eligibility and establish the maximum payment limitation
applicable to the program applicant.

Participants are not required to annually submit new CCC-902s for payment
eligibility and payment limitation purposes unless a change in the farming operation
occurs that may affect the previous determination of record. A valid CCC-902 filed
by the participant is considered to be a continuous certification used for all payment
eligibility and payment limitation determinations applicable for the program benefits
requested.

Participants are responsible for ensuring that all CCC-902 and CCC-941 and
related forms on file in the county office are updated, current, and correct.
Participants are required to timely notify the county office of any changes in the
farming operation that may affect the previous determination of record by filing a
new or updated CCC-902 as applicable.

Changes that may require a new determination include, but are not limited to, a
change of:

e Shares of a contract, which may reflect:

o Aland lease from cash rent to share rent
A land lease from share rent to cash rent (subject to the cash rent
tenant rule

o A modification of a variable/fixed bushel-rent arrangement

o The size of the producer’s farming operation by the addition or reduction of
cropland that may affect the application of a cropland factor

e The structure of the farming operation, including any change to a member's
share

e The contribution of farm inputs of capital, land, equipment, active personal
labor, and/or active personal management

e Farming interests not previously disclosed on CCC-902 including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child

o Certifications of average AGI are required to be filed annually for
participation in an annual USDA program. For multi-year conservation
contracts and NRCS easements, a certification of AGI must be filed prior to
approval of the contract or easement and is applicable for the duration of the
contract period.



Participants are encouraged to file or review these forms within the deadlines
established for each applicable program for which program benefits are being
requested.

USDA to Expand Crop Insurance Access
for Farmers and Ranchers, Boosting the
Farm Safety Net

USDA announced major updates to federal crop insurance, reducing red tape for
farmers, modernizing long-standing policies, and expanding access to critical risk
protection beginning with the 2026 crop year. The Expanding Access to Risk
Protection (EARP) Final Rule streamlines requirements across multiple crops,
responds to producer feedback, and strengthens USDA’s commitment to putting
America’s farmers first.

Learn more about the EARP Final Rule.
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