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Eligibility for Elections for the 2019
County Committee

Elections for USDA'’s Florida Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) County
Committees are underway.

It is important that every eligible producer participate in these
elections because FSA county committees are a link between the
agricultural community and the USDA. The 2019 elections in
Florida will be conducted for the representative Local Administrative
Area (LAA).

To be eligible to vote in the elections, a person must:

Meet requirement one (see explanation below) or meet
requirement two, and requirement three (see explanation below).

Requirement One: Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a
farm or ranch as either: an individual who meets one or more of the
following; (a) is eligible and capable to vote in one’s own right, (b) is
a partner of a general partnership, (c) is a member of a joint
venture OR an authorized representative of a legal entity, such as:
(a) a corporation, estate, trust, limited partnership or other business
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Administrative Officer enterprise, excluding general partnership and joint ventures or (b) a
Mark Cotrell state, political subdivision of a state or any state agency (only the
designated representative may cast a vote for the entity).

Farm Program
Tom Hockert Requirement Two: Not of legal voting age but supervises and

conducts the farming operations of an entire farm.

Acting Farm Loans
Christy Marshall Requirement Three: Participates or cooperates in an FSA

program that is provided by law.

Please contact your local FSA
Office for questions specific to County committee election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters

your operation or county. on Nov. 4, 2019. The last day to return completed ballots to the
USDA service center is Dec. 2, 2019.

For more information on eligibility to serve on FSA county
committees, visit: fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Crop Insurance Deadline Nears in Florida

Oats, Potato, Sugarcane, and Wheat Growers Need to Make Insurance Decisions Soon

The USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) reminds Florida oats, potato, sugarcane, and wheat
growers that the final date to apply for crop insurance coverage for the 2020 crop year is September
30. Current policyholders who wish to make changes to their existing coverage also have until the
September 30 sales closing date to do so.

Federal crop insurance is critical to the farm safety net. It helps producers and owners manage
revenue risks and strengthens the rural economy.

Coverage is available for oats in Alachua, Calhoun, Escambia, Gadsden, Holmes, Jackson,
Jefferson, Levy, Okaloosa, Walton, and Washington counties.

Coverage is also available for potatoes in Charlotte, Collier, Highlands, Indian River, Lee,
Manatee, and Okeechobee counties.

Coverage is available for sugarcane in Glades, Hendry, Martin, and Palm Beach counties.

Coverage is also available for wheat in Alachua, Calhoun, Columbia, Escambia, Gadsden,
Gilchrist, Gulf, Hamilton, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Leon, Levy, Liberty, Madison,
Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Suwannee, Walton, and Washington counties.

Growers are encouraged to visit their crop insurance agent soon to learn specific details for the
2020 crop year. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online
at the RMA Agent Locator. Growers can use the RMA Cost Estimator to get a premium amount
estimate of their insurance needs online.

For more information about crop insurance, visit www.rma.usda.gov.

Reporting Solar Panels Constructed on Cropland

Producers who have solar panels constructed on their farms should notify the local Farm Service
Agency office. Any area that is no longer considered suitable as cropland (producing annual or
perennial crops) should be designated in FSA’s records and aerial photography maps. When base
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acres on a farm are converted to a non-agricultural commercial or industrial use, the total base
acres on the farm must be reduced accordingly. Non-cropland areas used for solar panels might
impact payments calculated using base acres, such as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments.

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Changing Bank Accounts

FSA program payments are issued electronically into your bank account. In order to make timely
payments, you need to notify your FSA servicing office if you close your account or if your bank
information is changed for whatever reason (such as your financial institution merging or being
purchased). Payments can be delayed if FSA is not notified of changes to account and bank routing
numbers.

For some programs, payments are not made until the following year. For example, payments for
crop year 2018 through the Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage program aren’t
paid until 2019. If the bank account was closed due to the death of an individual or dissolution of an
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entity or partnership before the payment was issued, please notify your local FSA office as soon as
possible to claim your payment.

USDA and SCORE Joining Forces to Find Mentors

If you are a farmer or rancher, or have agricultural or business experience, join us in supporting the
next generation and in investing in your local community! Your experiences and knowledge as a
business owner, agricultural professional, or farmer can provide vital support to the community you
live in.

USDA is collaborating with SCORE — www.score.org - the nation's largest network of volunteer,
expert business mentors in an effort to expand the field of available agricultural mentors and provide
free business mentoring to farmers, ranchers, and other agricultural and rural business

owners. SCORE is currently looking for volunteers with experience in an agriculture-related field
who would like to become a part of an extended field of volunteers. The organization’s Orientation
and Mentoring Certification program provides volunteers with everything needed to be a successful
volunteer. Training includes background about SCORE’s mission and services, as well as guidance
on how to be a business mentor, including enhancement of listening, interviewing and problem-
solving skills.

Current SCORE volunteer mentors have backgrounds in finance, accounting, marketing,
operations, business and financial planning. The mentors provide local expertise and free one-on-
one business mentoring to new and existing farmers and business owners. Together they work
through the process of starting up or maintaining agricultural and rural businesses. No matter what
stage a business is in, SCORE volunteer mentors can help in developing business plans, navigating
financing and legal issues, identifying new markets, and other topics, in order to help their clients
succeed. FSA invites you to learn more and sign up to become a mentor today at
https://newfarmers.usda.gov/mentorship.

Dates to Remember

October 14 - Federal Holiday. Offices Closed

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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