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Notes from the State Executive Director 
Now Accepting Applications for Conservation Reserve Program 

Signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) opened on December 9, 
2019. The deadline for farmers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, 
while signup for continuous CRP is ongoing. See the "USDA Announces Opening 
Signup for Conservation Reserve Program on December 9, 2019" article below for 
more information. 

Dairy Margin Coverage Program and Market Facilitation Program Deadlines 
Now Dec. 20, 2019 

Farmers now have until December 20 to enroll in the Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) program for the 2020 calendar year. We are also continuing to 
accept applications for the Market Facilitation Program through December 20. 

 

https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_8
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_5
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_2
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_3
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_4
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_1
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_7
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&state=sent#link_6
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Michigan/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/dairy-margin-coverage-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/dairy-margin-coverage-program/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/manage/mfp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) 
The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency 
assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse 
weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance 
programs. 

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of 
transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for 
cattle tick fever.        

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional 
feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse 
weather. 

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event. 

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from Oct. 1, 2018 to Dec. 31, 2019 must 
file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent. 
• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2020 

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online: 

• ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet 
• ELAP Farm-Raised Fish Assistance 
• ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet 

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets. 

 
2019 Acreage Reporting Dates 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office 
to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific 
deadlines. 

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be 
reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must 
be provided to the county office. 

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or 
“seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7C228d264c1bfb40e2f4db08d782570ff6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637121182749463342&reserved=0&sdata=ZjOZYNRA%2BQuesOOQnvOIpzQkoUjquSaKB7VBcHNqBZM%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2018%2Felap_livestock_assistance_fact_sheet-may_2018.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2019/elap_farm-raised_fish_fact_sheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/2018/elap_honeybee_assistance_fact_sheet-may_2018.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for 
NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop 
begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office. 

 
MAL and LDP Policy 
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan Deficiency 
Payments (LDPs). 

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other oilseeds, pulse 
crops, wool and honey. MALs provide producers interim financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs 
without having to sell their commodities when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible 
to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan 
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton. 

FSA is now accepting requests for 2019 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests for loans 
and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities. 

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for wheat, feed grains, 
pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas), wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These 
certificates can be purchased at the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the 
quantity of commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan. MALs 
redeemed with commodity certificates are not subject to Adjusted Gross Income provisions. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their local FSA Office 
before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment limitations, actively 
engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds 
$900,000 is not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain 
of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service Center or FSA’s 
website fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is 
hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral should remember that 
they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

 
USDA Announces Opening Signup for Conservation Reserve Program on 
December 9, 2019 
USDA is opening signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for 
agricultural producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup for continuous CRP is ongoing. 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/CCC0633EZ_140328V03.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, 
resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, 
improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands. 

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and 
ranchers have a chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation for another term. 

By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife. This 
in turn spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic development across rural America. 

 
Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) Program 
FSA borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous disaster areas who are unable to make their 
scheduled FSA loan payments should consider the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program. 

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and is intended to relieve immediate 
and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside the portion of a payment/s needed for the 
operation to continue on a viable scale. 

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.  

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete application. The application 
must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable for the debt along with production records and 
financial history for the operating year in which the disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the 
borrower in order to determine eligibility.  

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is complete. Borrowers may 
not set aside more than one installment on each loan.  

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is due on or before the final 
due date of the loan.  

For more information, contact your local FSA farm loan office.
 

Interest Rates - December 2019 
FSA Farm Loans                                                            Commodity Credit Corporation 
Farm Operating - Direct 2.500% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 3.125% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint 
Financing 

2.500% 

Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500% 
Emergency Loan - Amount of 
Actual Loss 

3.500% 

  
  
 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 
(Relay voice users). 

CCC Borrowing Rate-Based Interest 
Charges 

1.625% 

Crop Year Commodity Loan (if less 
than 1 year)  

2.625% 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 3 year 1.625% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 5 year 1.625% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 7 year 1.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 10 year 1.875% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan 12 year 1.875% 


