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Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans 
to producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their 
farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service 
direct loans. 

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and 
feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other 
costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to 
refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate. 

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, 
enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to 
make farm improvements. 

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is 
$600,000 and the maximum loan amount for direct operating loans 
is $400,000 and a down payment is not required. Repayment terms 
vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.govdelivery.com%2Faccounts%2FUSFSA%2Fbulletins%2F2603e5f&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3a4166d18cd14038e0c208d73c7638c3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637044350764979711&sdata=ym8l%2FRIHJSY9VQu6JlcX3KcTXkkNGfal3yJatJ9YP%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnv%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3a4166d18cd14038e0c208d73c7638c3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637044350764979711&sdata=MXj85yYydWVU3WuMwDNuODgagTByHzaUjNyACKB1lmE%3D&reserved=0


District Director: 
Gus Wegren 
775.857.8500 x 143 

Farm Loan Chief: 
Carolyn Estrada 
775.857.8500 x 120 

Farm Program Chief: 
Katie Nuffer 
775.623.5025 x 104 

Elko FSA Office: 
Claire Kehoe, CED 
775.738.6445 x 106 

Ely FSA Office: 
Micki Wines, CED 
775.289.4990 x 100 

Fallon FSA Office: 
Scott Mahon, CED 
775.423.5124 x 102 

Lovelock FSA Office: 
Ali Phillips, CED 
775.273.2922 x 100 

Winnemucca FSA Office: 
Ali Phillips, Acting CED 
775.273.2922 x 100 

Yerington FSA Office: 
Betty Hodik, CED 
775.463.2265 x 3108 

To find contact information for 
your local office go 
to www.fsa.usda.gov/nv 

  

ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within 
seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to 
apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan. 

 
USDA Opens Signup for Market 
Facilitation Program 
Signup is ongoing for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) program to assist farmers who 
continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade 
retaliation from foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide 
up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted producers, part of 
a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up 
period runs through Dec. 6, 2019. 

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty 
and specialty crops as well as dairy and hog producers. 

Non-Specialty Crops 
MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, 
canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry peas, extra-long staple 
cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, 
mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame 
seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower 
seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat. 

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county 
payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total plantings to the MFP-
eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are 
not dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A 
producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total 
2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. 

Dairy and Hogs 
Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will 
receive a per hundredweight payment on production history, and 
hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live 
hogs owned on a day selected by the producer between April 1 and 
May 15, 2019. 

Specialty Crops 
MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, 
cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, fresh sweet cherries, 
hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each 
specialty crop will receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit 
or nut bearing plants, or in the case of ginseng, based on harvested 
acres in 2019. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fnv%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3a4166d18cd14038e0c208d73c7638c3%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637044350764989710&sdata=RTUPYNwBwsfcEd7axrgBKnX3CHaItbIIFYBPAkrD2AM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd7138379e9e2496c15b008d73612ab74%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637037326123440891&reserved=0&sdata=fyo0W%2FXJ%2BqCIjn43FiuS9V4pw5jDNZG0Nfg%2Bc11v8yw%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fmarket-facilitation-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


More Information 
Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and 
third tranches evaluated as market conditions and trade 
opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third 
tranches will be made in November and early January. 

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-
specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP payments are also 
limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a 
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no 
applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible applicants must 
also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 
2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the 
person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must 
have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also 
comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation regulations. 

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including 
payment information and a program application. 

 

 
USDA Announces Buy-Up Coverage Availability and New 
Service Fees for Noninsured Crop Coverage Policies 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that higher levels of coverage will be offered 
through the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), a popular safety net program, 
beginning April 8, 2019. The 2018 Farm Bill also increased service fees and made other changes to 
the program, including service fee waivers for qualified military veterans interested in obtaining NAP 
coverage. 

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of commercial crops for which insurance coverage 
is not available in order to protect against natural disasters that result in lower yields or crop losses, 
or prevent crop planting.   

NAP Buy-Up Coverage Option 
The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected 
production in 5 percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of 
organics and crops marketed directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain 
NAP coverage of 100 percent of the average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 
65 percent of expected production. NAP basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average 
market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production.    

Buy-up coverage is not available for crops intended for grazing. 

NAP Service Fees 
For all coverage levels, the new NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per 
producer per county, not to exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple 
counties.  These amounts reflect a $75 service fee increase for crop, county or multi-county 
coverage.  The fee increases apply to obtaining NAP coverage on crops on or after April 8, 2019. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd7138379e9e2496c15b008d73612ab74%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637037326123440891&reserved=0&sdata=RJXhtojZkRwyfshfIhIL7mfjKBkk%2B7SKMqgDYXcb6v8%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fmanage%2Fmfp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


NAP Enhancements for Qualified Military Veterans 
The 2018 Farm Bill NAP amendments specify that qualified veteran farmers or ranchers are now 
eligible for a service fee waiver and premium reduction, if the NAP applicant meets certain eligibility 
criteria. 

Beginning, limited resource and targeted underserved farmers or ranchers remain eligible for a 
waiver of NAP service fees and premium reduction when they file form CCC-860, “Socially 
Disadvantaged, Limited Resource and Beginning Farmer or Rancher Certification.” 

For NAP application, eligibility and related program information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 
contact your local USDA Service Center.  To locate your local FSA office, visit www.farmers.gov. 

 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Online Hay and Grazing 
Acres Locator Tool 
FSA's Hay Net website www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet  is the "go to" online resource for agricultural 
producers to list information concerning the need for hay and grazing acres or the availability of hay 
and grazing acres.  

If, due to extenuating circumstances, producers are in need of hay and/or grazing acres to support 
livestock, please use Hay Net to post an advertisement seeking these resources. Likewise, 
landowners who have hay and/or grazing acres available for livestock producers should post a Hay 
Net advertisement as well. 

A few things to remember when using the Hay Net website: 

• There is a one-time registration process that should be completed by all users who want to 
post an ad online. 

• Users who just want to browse ads DO NOT NEED to have an eAuthentication user id. 
• Hay and grazing acre ads will be automatically removed after a period of 13 months. 
• Please help your fellow farmer and rancher by keeping ads current and up to date and 

remove ads you no longer need or want advertised on Hay Net. Please, no corporate 
advertisements on this site. 

Hay Net is brought to you by FSA as a public service. The sole purpose of this online resource is to 
provide a site for the exchange of information. FSA does not endorse, guarantee, or otherwise 
make representations of any kind regarding any user of this site and FSA is not responsible for 
defining the terms of grazing agreements or lease contracts. 

For more information about Hay Net and other FSA services and programs, please contact your 
local FSA office.  For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: offices.usda.gov. 

 
Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
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of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.  

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt. 

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses. 

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,750,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years. 

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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