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Message from the Executive Director 
The 2018 Farm Bill builds upon many of the crucial Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) programs that serve our agricultural produces. The 
over-reaching goal of keeping agriculture stable, sustainable, and 
healthy remains strong. The Farm Bill is an important tool. 
However, it doesn’t work without the dedication of local FSA staff 
working closely with producers so they can use it to make the best 
decisions for their land and resources. 

The new Farm Bill embraces streamlining and simplifying FSA 
programs to improve customer service. Enhancements have been 
made to safety net, disaster relief, price support, conservation and 
farm loan programs. Eligibility requirements have been changed 
and the definition of “family member” expanded. FSA continues to 
offer the types of assistance producers expect and constantly 
strives to improve the quality of programs and services. Please 
contact your County FSA Office for more information about 2018 
Farm Bill changes.       
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Several important deadlines to remember:  

December 1, 2019 - 2020 Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) sign up deadline for all perennial 
grasses, alfalfa, clover, mixed forage, honey, and most 
perennial fruits and vegetables 

December 2, 2019 - COC Election ballots must be returned to 
the County FSA office 

December 6, 2019 - 2019 Market Facilitation Program (MFP) 
sign up deadline 

December 15, 2019 - Acreage reporting deadline for wheat 
and other fall-planted small grains 

In production agriculture, we all experience challenges and 
anxieties that constantly influence our character and well-being. I 
recently attended a national FSA meeting where national leaders 
discussed how stress and uncertainty is adversely affecting our 
producers nationwide. Unpredictable weather, untimely 
breakdowns, time constraints, health concerns and economic 
issues can cause stress in the lives of farm and ranch families. We, 
in agriculture, work very hard day in and day out. When we have a 
disappointing harvest or see that we have more bills than our 
resources can support it can be – it is very discouraging. Please 
seek immediate help for yourself or others in your family or 
community who are experiencing extreme stress. It is important to 
the future of our industry and your family that you are healthy 
physically and mentally.   

I remain very confident in the future of agriculture. Have a great 
harvest season!! 

-Lois Van MARK- 

 

 
USDA Opens 2019 Enrollment for Agriculture Risk Coverage 
and Price Loss Coverage Programs 
Agricultural producers can now enroll in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, two popular safety net programs, for the 2019 crop year. Interested 
producers must sign up for either program by March 15, 2020. 

The 2018 Farm Bill reauthorized and made updates to these two USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) programs. ARC provides income support payments on historical base acres when actual crop 
revenue declines below a specified guarantee level. PLC program provides income support 
payments on historical base acres when the price for a covered commodity falls below its effective 
reference price. 

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, 
grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium 
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grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, 
sunflower seed and wheat. 

Updated provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill allow producers with an interest in a farm to enroll and 
elect coverage in crop-by-crop ARC-County or PLC, or ARC-Individual for the entire farm, for 
program year 2019. The election applies to both the 2019 and 2020 crop years. If a 2019 election is 
not submitted by the deadline of March 15, 2020, the election defaults to the current elections of the 
crops on the farm established under the 2014 Farm Bill. No payments will be earned in 2019 if the 
election defaults. 

For crop years 2021 through 2023, producers will have an opportunity to make new elections. Farm 
owners cannot enroll in either program unless they have a share interest in the farm.  

Once the 2019 election and enrollment are completed, producers on the farm for 2020 can 
complete an enrollment contract for the 2020 crop year beginning Oct. 7, 2019 and ending June 30, 
2020.  

Although 2019 enrollment begins Sept. 3, 2019 and must occur first, a producer waiting until Oct. 7, 
2019 to enroll is afforded the opportunity to enroll in either program for both 2019 and 2020 during 
the same office visit. During this time, farm owners have a one-time opportunity to update PLC 
payment yields that takes effect beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the 
producer to the office, the yield update may be completed during the same office visit. 

In partnership with USDA, the University of Illinois and Texas A&M University are offering web-
based decision tools to assist producers in making informed, educated decisions using crop data 
specific to their respective farming operations. These decision tools can be found at 
fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some forms 
of crop insurance. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing 
Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA). 
Producers of covered commodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres. 

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or our 2014-2018 farm 
bills comparison fact sheet, or visit fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

 
New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting 

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once  

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
participating insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can 
provide the common information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be 
electronically shared with the other location.  

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This 
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance 
companies, all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who 
participate in USDA programs. 
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Once filing at one location, data that’s important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and 
electronically shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as 
saving farmers and ranchers time. 

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign 
acreage reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting 
uninsured crops to FSA. The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available 
to pre-populate and accelerate completion of the second report. 

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who 
have expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple 
locations.  In 2013, USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down 
from the previous 54 dates at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers 
and ranchers will experience a notable improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the 
peak season for crop reporting later this summer. 

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common 
data reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Plans are underway at USDA to continue 
building upon the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.  

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from 
the convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, 
conservation status, operator and owner information and much more. 

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online 
access to securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, 
producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in 
your area, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Environmental Review Required Before Project 
Implementation  
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires Federal agencies to consider all potential 
environmental impacts for federally-funded projects before the project is approved. 

For all Farm Service Agency (FSA) programs, an environmental review must be completed before 
actions are approved, such as site preparation or ground disturbance. These programs include, but 
are not limited to, the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP), Farm Storage Facility Loan 
(FSFL) program and farm loans. If project implementation begins before FSA has completed an 
environmental review, this will result in a denial of the request. There are exceptions regarding the 
Stafford Act and emergencies. It is important to wait until you receive written approval of your 
project proposal before starting any actions, including, but not limited to, vegetation clearing, site 
preparation or ground disturbance. 

Remember to contact your local FSA office early in your planning process to determine what level of 
environmental review is required for your program application so that it can be completed timely. 

Applications cannot be approved contingent upon the completion of an environmental review. FSA 
must have copies of all permits and plans before an application can be approved. 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTE4LjEwMzYxNzgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MDkxOC4xMDM2MTc4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2NzgzODczJmVtYWlsaWQ9Z3JhbnQuc3R1bWJvdWdoQHd5LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1ncmFudC5zdHVtYm91Z2hAd3kudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&107&&&http://offices.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Transitioning Expiring CRP Land to Beginning, Veteran or 
Underserved Farmers and Ranchers 
Retired or retiring landowners or operators are encouraged to transition their Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres to beginning, veteran or underserved farmers or ranchers through the 
Transition Incentives Program (TIP). TIP provides annual rental payments to the retiring farmer for 
up to two additional years after the CRP contract expires, provided the transition is not to a family 
member. 

Enrollment in TIP is on a continuous basis. Beginning, veteran or underserved farmers and 
ranchers and retiring CRP participants may enroll in TIP beginning one year before the expiration 
date of the CRP contract or Aug. 23. For example, if a CRP contract is scheduled to expire on Sept. 
30, 2019, the land may be offered for enrollment in TIP beginning June 3, 2019, through Aug. 23, 
2019. The Aug. 23 deadline allows the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) time to 
complete the TIP sustainable grazing or crop production conservation plans. The TIP application 
must be submitted prior to completing the lease or sale of the affected lands. 

New landowners or renters must return the land to production using sustainable grazing or farming 
methods. 

For more information on TIP, visit https://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. 

 
New Farmers.gov Feature Helps Producers Find Farm Loans 
that Fit Their Operation 
A new online tool can help farmers and ranchers find information on U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) farm loans that may best fit their operations. USDA has launched the new Farm Loan 
Discovery Tool as the newest feature on farmers.gov, the Department’s self-service website for 
farmers. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers a variety of loan options to help farmers finance their 
operations. From buying land to financing the purchase of equipment, FSA loans can help. 
Compared to this time last year, FSA has seen an 18 percent increase in the amount it has 
obligated for direct farm ownership loans, and through the 2018 Farm Bill, has increased the limits 
for several loan products. 

USDA conducted field research in eight states, gathering input from farmers and FSA farm loan 
staff to better understand their needs and challenges. 

How the Tool Works  

Farmers who are looking for financing options to operate a farm or buy land can answer a few 
simple questions about what they are looking to fund and how much money they need to borrow. 
After submitting their answers, farmers will be provided information on farm loans that best fit their 
specific needs. The loan application and additional resources also will be provided. 

Farmers can download application quick guides that outline what to expect from preparing an 
application to receiving a loan decision. There are four guides that cover loans to individuals, 
entities, and youth, as well as information on microloans. The guides include general eligibility 
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requirements and a list of required forms and documentation for each type of loan. These guides 
can help farmers prepare before their first USDA service center visit with a loan officer. 

Farmers can access the Farm Loan Discovery Tool by visiting farmers.gov/fund and clicking the 
“Start” button. Follow the prompts and answer five simple questions to receive loan information that 
is applicable to your agricultural operation. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like 
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not 
work in Internet Explorer. 

About Farmers.gov  

In 2018, USDA unveiled farmers.gov, a dynamic, mobile-friendly public website combined with an 
authenticated portal where farmers will be able to apply for programs, process transactions, and 
manage accounts. 

The Farm Loan Discovery Tool is one of many resources on farmers.gov to help connect farmers to 
information that can help their operations. Earlier this year, USDA launched the My Financial 
Information feature, which enables farmers to view their loan information, history, payments, and 
alerts by logging into the website. 

USDA is building farmers.gov for farmers, by farmers. In addition to the interactive farm loan 
features, the site also offers a Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool. Farmers can visit 
farmers.gov/recover/disaster-assistance-tool#step-1 to find disaster assistance programs that can 
help their operation recover from natural disasters. 

With feedback from customers and field employees who serve those customers, farmers.gov 
delivers farmer-focused features through an agile, iterative process to deliver the greatest 
immediate value to America’s agricultural producers – helping farmers and ranchers do right, and 
feed everyone. 

For more information or to locate your USDA Service Center, visit farmers.gov. 

 
Maintaining Good Credit History 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs require that applicants have a satisfactory credit 
history. A credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are 
reviewed to verify outstanding debts, if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash 
flow. 

Information found on a customer’s credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in 
conducting FSA business. 

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and will 
provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit report, it is 
up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or inaccuracies. 

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score. 

• Make sure to pay bills on time. Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can 
be an effective way to remember payment due dates. 

• Pay down existing debt. 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwOTE4LjEwMzYxNzgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE5MDkxOC4xMDM2MTc4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2NzgzODczJmVtYWlsaWQ9Z3JhbnQuc3R1bWJvdWdoQHd5LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1ncmFudC5zdHVtYm91Z2hAd3kudXNkYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&110&&&https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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• Keep your credit card balances low. 
• Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts. 

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for a 
loan after improving or correcting your credit report. 

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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