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USDA Releases Nationwide Farmer, Rancher and Forest
Manager Prospective Customer Survey

You can now take a nationwide survey to help the USDA improve and increase
access to its programs and services for America’s farmers, ranchers, and forest | 'ETYOUR VOICE
managers. The survey includes new and existing customers. USDA encourages all E HEARD =
agricultural producers to take the survey, especially those who have not worked with ; 11{% N B
USDA previously. The survey gathers feedback on programs and services available # o
through USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation

Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

The survey is available online at farmers.gov/survey, and you should complete it by March 31,

2023. Stakeholder organizations are also encouraged to share the survey link through their networks. The
survey is available in 14 different languages including Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Hmong, Korean,
Navajo, Punjabi, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu and Vietnamese.

In addition to the online survey, the FPAC Business Center, which is administering the survey, will also mail
11,000 printed surveys to various local state stakeholder organizations and farmers markets.

Guide Available for Underserved Farmers, Ranchers

A multi-agency guide for USDA assistance for underserved farmers and ranchers is now available. If you are
a farmer or rancher and are a minority, woman, veteran, beginning, or limited resource producer, you can use
this booklet to learn about assistance and targeted opportunities available to you. This includes programs
offered through the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Risk Management
Agency. Download the guide here. The guide is also available in Spanish, Hmong, Korean, Vietnamese, Thai
and Chinese on farmers.gov/translations.

Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A
with Gwen Uecker


https://www.farmers.gov/contact/survey?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.farmers.gov/translations?utm_campaign=underservedfarmers&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

In this Ask the Expert, Gwen Uecker answers a few questions about USDA’s
farmers.gov customer portal. Gwen serves as the Team Lead for the Program
FMBERSY Delivery Division (PDD), Common Processes Branch for the Deputy Administrator of
e F@rm Program within Farm Service Agency (FSA). She helps lead PDD’s effort to
provide personalized customer information via farmers.gov.

A farmers.gov account provides self-service opportunities to FSA and Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) customers via a secure authenticated access process.

What is the value of Customer Farm Records Mapping and why should producers use farmers.gov?

Customer Farm Records Mapping (cFRM) provides you with self-help options and access to FSA data from
home 24/7. For example, you do not have to wait for FSA to mail out maps for acreage reporting or make a
special trip to the office to pick up your maps. You can print farm tract maps directly from farmers.gov.

New features include the ability to import precision agriculture planting boundaries and create labels
containing crop information that can be printed on-farm tract maps. The maps can then be provided to FSA at
the local USDA Service Center for completing the annual crop acreage report. You can use the draw tools to
determine acres in a drawn area. The drawn area can be printed on a map and provided to the Service
Center, a third party such as a chemical applicator, or exported as a feature file for use in other geospatial
applications.

In addition, you can “Switch Profile” to view cFRM data for individuals or entities you are authorized to act on
behalf of. This means you can view and print maps for your entity’s farms. Producers can also view and print
farm records details, including base and yield information (FSA-156EZ).

The FSA Farm Records Mapping page is accessed by clicking the blue “View Farm Records” button from the
farmers.gov LAND tab.

To read the full blog visit Ask the Expert: Customer Farm Records Mapping Q&A with Gwen Uecker |
Farmers.gov.

USDA Supports Military Veteran’s Transition to Farmlng

Are you a military veteran interested in farming? USDA offers resources to help you:

e Fund Your Operation: USDA’s Farm Service Agency offers a variety
of funding opportunities to help agricultural producers finance their
businesses. Certain funds are targeted for veterans and beginning farmers
and ranchers.

e Conserve Natural Resources: USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service offers conservation
programs and expert one-on-one technical assistance to strengthen agricultural operations now and
into the future. Veterans may be eligible for a cost share of up to 90 percent and advance payments of
up to 50 percent to cover certain conservation practices.

¢ Manage Risks: USDA is here to help you prepare for and recover from the unexpected. Veterans
who are beginning farmers may be eligible for reduced premiums, application fee waivers, increased
insurance coverage, and other incentives for multiple USDA programs that support risk management.

USDA wants to ensure that veterans transitioning to agriculture have the resources needed to succeed. To
conduct business, please contact your local USDA Service Center. If you’re a new farmer, you can also reach
out to your state Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator.

Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and Pandemic
Assistance Programs


https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-expert-customer-farm-records-mapping-qa-with-gwen-uecker?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/ask-expert-customer-farm-records-mapping-qa-with-gwen-uecker?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/fund?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/conserve?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/manage?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/manage/newfarmers/coordinators?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

“# Beginning January 23, 2023, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two
. new important programs for revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural

, '; disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs equitably fill gaps in

, | earlier assistance.

@ First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program

* (ERP) Phase Two if you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural
disasters in 2020 and 2021. ERP Phase Two is for producers who didn’t receive assistance from ERP Phase
One.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you experienced revenue
losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted
at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both programs during your
same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a single
disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-based program
that you’ve applied for with FSA.

Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, ensuring that
producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the financial stability to invest in the
long-term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue between a
benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the disaster year — designed to
target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disasters and avoid duplicative
payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020
calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a typical
year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.

How to Apply

In preparation for enroliment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:

e Schedule F (Form 1040); and

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022
for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP
program participation:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

e Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC)
Certification.

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased
benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have these
required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA at their
local USDA Service Center.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604050b6e60841114ebd08db0baa0839%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638116597290323748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xkGkHj%2BEaFAv3WLNWHNYDXU%2BzQgl1lKLAf71YzOCzOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604050b6e60841114ebd08db0baa0839%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638116597290323748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xkGkHj%2BEaFAv3WLNWHNYDXU%2BzQgl1lKLAf71YzOCzOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Yes, FSA is stepping outside of the box.

FSA is a big proponent of agricultural producers having a say in the design, implementation and delivery of
the programs that directly impact their livelihoods. We also believe that some of the most creative and useful
ideas for program and process improvements come from the FSA employees who administer this assistance
through our network of more than 2,100 county offices. We want to thank producers across the country, along
with the entire FSA workforce, for not just thinking outside of the box but also providing their input to make
sure that we can improve and enhance our programs and our approach to assistance to better and more
efficiently serve all producers who need our help.

Please visit your local USDA Service Center for more information on ERP Phase Two, PARP and our full
portfolio of conservation, prices support, safety-net, credit and disaster assistance programs.

USDA Announces Signup for Crop and Revenue Loss
Assistance for Agricultural Producers

Signup begins January 23 for additional emergency relief from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two.

To be eligible for Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable gross revenue in 2020 or
2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops from a qualifying natural disaster

event. Eligible crops include both traditional insurable commodities and specialty crops that are produced in
the United States as part of a farming operation and are intended to be commercially marketed. This also
includes losses of eligible on-farm stored commodities. ERP Phase 2 applicants will use the following tax
years when selecting allowable gross revenue:

e Benchmark years: 2018 and/or 2019; estimated for new producers with no 2018 or 2019 revenue or
adjusted if the benchmark years are not representative of the disaster year due to a change in
operation size.

e Disaster years: 2020 and/or 2021. The allowable gross revenue for the specific disaster year will be
based on the tax year applicable to that revenue (2020, 2021 or 2022).

The ERP tool assists producers in calculating allowable gross revenue, as well as adjusted revenue for the
benchmark years 2018 and 2019, and allowable gross revenue for representative tax years 2020-2022 which
represent disaster years 2020 and 2021. Once producers complete the allowable gross revenue entries, they
are able to print forms FSA-521 and FSA-521A through this tool.

The ERP Phase 2 and PARP application period is open from January 23 through June 2 2023.

For more information on payment calculations, payment limitations or how to determine allowable gross
revenue, please reference the ERP Phase 2 fact sheet.

USDA Announces Signup for Pandemic Assistance
Revenue Program

The Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) will assist eligible producers of agricultural commodities
who experienced revenue decreases in calendar year 2020 compared to 2018 or 2019 due to the COVID-19
pandemic. PARP will help address gaps in previous pandemic assistance, which was targeted at price loss or
lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

USDA's Farm Service Agency will accept PARP applications from January 23, 2023, through June 2, 2023.

Eligible and Ineligible Commodities


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Femergency-relief%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604050b6e60841114ebd08db0baa0839%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638116597290323748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xkGkHj%2BEaFAv3WLNWHNYDXU%2BzQgl1lKLAf71YzOCzOQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2023%2Ffsa_erp_factsheet_22_update_011823.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=05%7C01%7C%7C604050b6e60841114ebd08db0baa0839%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638116597290323748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=svCOMMbxcd1Z72p86cXOqRYymg6QHJ6sYa2Nj7Xdrv4%3D&reserved=0

For PARP, eligible agricultural commaodities include crops, aquaculture, livestock, livestock byproducts, or
other animals or animal byproducts that are produced as part of a farming operation and are intended to be
commercially marketed. This includes only commodities produced in the United States or those produced
outside the United States by a producer located in the United States and marketed inside the United States.

The following commodities are not eligible for PARP:
e Wild free-roaming animals.

e Horses and other animals used or intended to be used for racing or wagering.
e Aquatic species that do not meet the definition of aquaculture.
e Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant that does not meet the definition of hemp.

e Timber.
Program Eligibility

PARP payments will be made on a whole-farm basis, not commodity-by-commodity. To be eligible for PARP,
an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of the 2020 calendar

year and must have experienced a 15 percent decrease in allowable gross revenue in 2020, as compared to
either:

e The 2018 or 2019 calendar year, as elected by the producer, if they received allowable gross
revenue during the 2018 or 2019 calendar years, or

e The producer’'s expected 2020 calendar year allowable gross revenue, if the producer had no
allowable gross revenue in 2018 or 2019.

PARP payments will be issued after the application period ends on June 2, 2023.

For more information on determining allowable gross revenue visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-
assistance/parp or review the PARP fact sheet.

More Information

To apply for PARP, contact your local USDA Service Center.

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity
and Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers and ranchers better
navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application process will help to ensure all farm loan
applicants receive equal support and have a consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual circumstances.

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among underserved
customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application process. The Loan Assistance
Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-step guide that supplements the support they
receive when working in person with a USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant
prepare their loan application in one tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and clicking
the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment



https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-factsheet.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or
the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be available to
USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that are anticipated to launch in
2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

e An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic signature
option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling, mailing,
or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

Background

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section
22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying
distressed borrowers whose operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational
changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address
the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.

Wyoming State FSA

951 Werner Ct Ste 130
Casper, WY 82601

Phone:307-261-5231

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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