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CED Notes

With planting finishing up, it is time to file your acreage reports with our office
and your crop insurance agent. If you choose to report to crop insurance first,
remember you will still need to report any uninsured crops to FSA. We
require a crop report on all cropland acres to be eligible for farm program
benefits. With the new farm bill programs coming this fall it is very important
to file your complete report by the July 15, deadline to ensure compliance
with program provisions. We will be having office days in Lovell on Tuesday
and Thursday starting June 25 and going through July 11. If you would like to
meet with us there, please contact our office to set up an appointment since
we will have to bring all the files with us.

It's time to start thinking about our County Committee election process. We
are accepting nominations for Local Administrative Area (LAA): 2 which
covers all ground west of the Big Horn River, south of sheep mountain,
including all land south of Manderson to the Washakie County line.
Nominations will be accepted in our office until August 1, 2019. This LAA is
currently represented by Michael Rasmussen. If you or your neighbor would
be interested in running for the committee stop by our office and complete a
nomination form prior to the deadline.

Wishing everyone a successful year and good weather. As always, we are
here to serve your agricultural needs, please feel free to stop by or call our
office at any time.



New Improvement to Streamline Crop Reporting

Update Lets Farmers and Ranchers Report Common Acreage Information Once

Farmers and ranchers filing crop acreage reports with the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and participating
insurance providers approved by the Risk Management Agency (RMA) now can provide the common
information from their acreage reports at one office and the information will be electronically shared with the
other location.

This new process is part of the USDA Acreage Crop Reporting Streamlining Initiative (ACRSI). This
interagency collaboration also includes participating private crop insurance agents and insurance companies,
all working to streamline the information collected from farmers and ranchers who participate in USDA
programs.

Once filing at one location, data that's important to both FSA and RMA will be securely and electronically
shared with the other location avoiding redundant and duplicative reporting, as well as saving farmers and
ranchers time.

Producers must still visit both their local FSA office and their insurance provider to validate and sign acreage
reports, complete maps, or provide program-specific information, including reporting uninsured crops to FSA.
The common data from the first-filed acreage report will now be available to pre-populate and accelerate
completion of the second report.

USDA has been working to streamline the crop reporting process for agricultural producers, who have
expressed concerns with providing the same basic common information for multiple locations. In 2013,
USDA consolidated the deadlines to 15 dates for submitting these reports, down from the previous 54 dates
at RMA and 17 dates for FSA. USDA representatives believe farmers and ranchers will experience a notable
improvement in the coming weeks as they approach the peak season for crop reporting later this summer.

More than 93 percent of all annual reported acres to FSA and RMA now are eligible for the common data
reporting, and USDA is exploring adding more crops. Plans are underway at USDA to continue building upon
the framework with additional efficiencies at a future date.

Farmers and ranchers are also reminded that they can now access their FSA farm information from the
convenience of their home computer. Producers can see field boundaries, images of the farm, conservation
status, operator and owner information and much more.

The new customer self-service portal, known as FSAFarm+, gives farmers and ranchers online access to
securely view, print or export their personal farm data. To enroll in the online service, producers are
encouraged to contact their local FSA office for details. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

Eligibility for Nominations for the 2019 County Committee
Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a critical
component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local administration of federal
farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary
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of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery
process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each
member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a committee member or
alternate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a producer with an interest in
farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA program provided for by law, (3) be a
U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county
or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be serving.

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center
by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the

FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Farm Storage Facility Loans

FSA'’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or
upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and
handling trucks.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commaodities. Eligible
commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds
harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass,
fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter,
yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live animals
through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage
facilities for eligible commaodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and loans between $50,000
and $100,000 may require additional security. Loans exceeding $100,000 require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new
farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and
underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact
your local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Brenda Miller at 307-765-2689 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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