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Big Horn County FSA Office
408 Greybull Ave.
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Phone: 307-765-2689
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Martin Mercer- Member

Next County Committee
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CED Notes

Harvest is upon us and we are wishing you all a safe harvest season. Signup
for the Market Facilitation Program for 2019 has begun and will continue
through December 6. This program is paying $15.00 per acre for approved
crops. At the end of the month office staff will be attending state training to
get updates on the new farm bill programs. Signup information will be
forthcoming once announced for those programs.

It's time again to think about our County Committee election. This year we
are holding our election in Local Administrative Area 2, which covers all
ground west of the Big Horn River, south of sheep mountain including all
ground south of Manderson to the Washakie County line. We have one
nomination this year but still encourage all producers in this area to
participate in the election process. Ballots will be mailed out in early
November.

It is important to sign up for electronic GovDelivery, this is our way of getting
information out to you on program signups and deadlines. There is also a
texting option available for anyone interested in receiving program
information this way. For more information contact our office.

Happy harvesting and as always, we are here for your agricultural needs,
please don't hesitate to contact our office.



USDA Opens Signup for Market Facilitation Program

Enroliment Now Open through Dec. 6

Signup opens today for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from
foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted
producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up period runs through
Dec. 6.

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty crops as well as dairy and
hog producers.

Non-Specialty Crops

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn, crambe, dried beans, dry peas,
extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed, oats,
peanuts, rapeseed, rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans, sunflower
seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat.

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total
plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on
which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total
2018 plantings. View payment rates by county.

Dairy and Hogs

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight payment on
production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live hogs owned on a
day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019.

Specialty Crops

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries, cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes,
fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each specialty crop will
receive a payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the case of ginseng, based on
harvested acres in 2019.

More Information

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third tranches evaluated as market
conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be made
in November and early January.

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or legal entity. MFP
payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a combined $250,000 for
specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible applicants must
also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than
$900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average AGI for those tax years must have been
derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the Highly Erodible
Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.
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More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program
application.

FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to Vote in County
Committee Elections

The 2019 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov. 4, when ballots were mailed to
eligible voters. The deadline to return the ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 2, 2019.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and provide a link
between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help
deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on
commodity price support programs; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for
some commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA program. A person
who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also
be eligible to vote.

Eligible voters in local administrative area (LAA-2), who do not receive a ballot can obtain one from their local
USDA Service Center.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2020.

The candidate in this year’s election is: Michael Rasmussen

Michael is nominated in LAA 2, Big Horn County, to serve as a committee member for a 3-year term.
Michael, his wife and three children are residence of Burlington and have produced Dry Beans, Barley,
Beets, Alfalfa Seed, Corn and Oats for 10 years. He is an active member of the Wyoming Alfalfa Seed
Growers Association and serves as President of the Emblem Bench Canal along with being the current
Chairman of the Big Horn County FSA Committee.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2019 fact sheet, can be found on the FSA website
at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local USDA Service Center.

Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans

Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA'’s farm loans, which help agricultural
producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that
producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans.

Key changes include:

e The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers
pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and
more.

e The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fmanage%2Fmfp%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd3f171395b2846b988fc08d72001b9aa%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637013064091544556&sdata=OBONxTgqGbNsZUZ9ETdl2sGVIYLs3yZEUq31Z0o7RRI%3D&reserved=0

help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current
operations.

e Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible
access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations.

e  Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring plan
are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible.

e Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent.

About Farm Loans

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA, while
guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans, FSA
provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest.

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service center.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should
contact Brenda Miller at 307-765-2689 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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