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FSA Encourages Farmers and Ranchers to
Vote in County Committee Elections

The 2019 Farm Service Agency County Committee Elections began on Nov.
4, when ballots were mailed to eligible voters. The deadline to return the
ballots to local FSA offices, or to be postmarked, is Dec. 2, 2019.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of
FSA and provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA.
Farmers and ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA
programs at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make
decisions on commodity price support programs; conservation programs;
incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some commodities;
emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within official
regulations designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate
in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises
and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm, may also be eligible
to vote.

Eligible voters in local administrative area LAA #1, who do not receive a
ballot can obtain one from their local USDA Service Center.

Newly elected committee members will take office Jan. 1, 2020.

The candidate in this year’s election is:


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/26e9dae
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/26e9dae

Jody Spellman Cheser is nominated in LAA #1, Campbell County, to serve
as a committee member for a 3-year term. Jody and Dan Cheser reside near
Arvada and have been raising beef cattle and Boer goats; for both meat and
weed control grazing for the past 12 years.

She is an active member of the Campbell County CattleWomen.

Jody is the current COC member for LAA #1 and is willing to serve if re-
elected.

More information on county committees, such as the new 2019 fact sheet,
can be found on the FSA website at fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local
USDA Service Center.

Submit Loan Requests for Financing Early

The Farm Loan teams are already working on operating loans for spring 2020 so it is important that potential
borrowers submit their requests early so they can be timely processed. The farm loan team can help
determine which loan programs are best for applicants.

FSA offers a wide range of low-interest loans that can meet the financial needs of any farm operation for just
about any purpose. The traditional farm operating and farm ownership loans can help large and small
farm operations take advantage of early purchasing discounts for spring inputs as well expenses throughout
the year.

Microloans are a simplified loan program that will provide up to $50,000 for both Farm Ownership and
Operating Microloans to eligible applicants. These loans, targeted for smaller operations and non-traditional
operations, can be used for operating expenses, starting a new agricultural enterprise, purchasing
equipment, and other needs associated with a farming operation. The loan staff at our FSA offices can
provide more details on farm operating and microloans and provide loan applications. Loans to beginning
farmers and members of underserved groups are a priority.

Other types of loans available include:

Marketing Assistance Loans allow producers to use eligible commodities as loan collateral and obtain a 9-
month loan while the crop is in storage. These loans provide cash flow to the producer and allow them to
market the crop when prices may be more advantageous.

Farm Storage Facility Loans can be used to build permanent structures used to store eligible commodities,
or for storage and handling trucks, or portable or permanent handling equipment. A variety of structures are
eligible under this loan, including bunker silos, grain bins, hay storage structures and refrigerated structures
for vegetables and fruit. A producer may borrow up to $500,000 per loan.

Please call the office, or our Farm Loan Manager, Rob Weppner at the Campbell County Office 307-682-
8843, Ext 2 if you have questions about any of the loans available through FSA.



USDA Continues Signup for Market Facilitation Program

Enrollment Open through Dec. 6

Signup is ongoing for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
program to assist farmers who continue to suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from
foreign nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments to impacted
producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in late July. The sign-up period runs
through Dec. 6, 2019. MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and specialty
crops as well as dairy and hog producers.

Non-Specialty Crops MFP payments will be made to Campbell County producers of alfalfa hay, barley,
corn, millet, oats, sorghum/sudan, triticale, and wheat. MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single
county payment rate multiplied by a farm’s total plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in 2019.
Those per acre payments are not dependent on which of those crops are planted in 2019. A producer’s total
payment-eligible plantings cannot exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county. Dairy and
Hogs Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per hundredweight payment
on production history, and hog producers will receive a payment based on the number of live hogs owned on
a day selected by the producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019.

More Information MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per person or
legal entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000 for dairy and hog producers and a
combined $250,000 for specialty crop producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000.
Eligible applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax years 2015, 2016, and
2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the person’s or legal entity’s average AGlI for those tax years
must have been derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the provisions of the
Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment information and a program
application.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Rob Weppner at 307-682-8843 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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