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Monthly Message From Your Local County 
Office 
SUMMER IS HERE! 

I hope more than less of you are enjoying the moisture!  We have had some 
inquires from producers who were not able to get their crops in before the 
rains and unfortunately we do not currently have any crop programs 
available to help you.  Please keep good records in the event that anything 
does come out. 

It's crop reporting season for those of you that did get all of your crops 
planted.  Please come in to see us with your plant dates.  If you have leases 
you have not told us about, it might take extra time to complete your 
reports.  If you have filed your report with crop insurance we can use those 
crop reports to complete ours and/or are happy to send your report to your 
agent after completing it with us.  I am currently the only staff in the office 
taking crop reports, but Lauren should be back in the office around mid 
June.  If you call ahead, we can make sure to have your maps printed and 
ready.  If you wait until the last day, you know who you are...be prepared to 
wait in a line!  Haha! 

There are going to be some changes to Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price 
Loss Coverage, ARC/PLC, programs so if you have base acres we will not 
be able to enroll your farms at crop reporting, per usual.  We will call you and 
let you know when the program is open and remind you to come in.  



Next County Committee 
Meeting:  July 11, 2019 

Reminder ** You are required to file an annual crop report to be in 
compliance with both ARC/PLC and crop insurance. 

Again, Farm Loan team has been very busy.  If you are coming into town to 
visit with them, we recommend you call ahead for an appointment.  

Thank you all for your business!  We look forward to helping you! 

 

USDA Acreage Reporting Deadline for Perennial Forage 
Changes to July 15 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres in order 
to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were prevented 
from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later 
than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk Management Agency 
(RMA). 

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days following the final 
planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be accepted if FSA conducts a 
farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the crop from being planted.  A 
measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report failed 
acres. 

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative County 
Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification can be provided 
by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by any method other than 
by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar 
days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), producers must 
file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent. Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including grasses. 

Policy Updates for Acreage Reporting 

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently made several policy updates for acreage reporting for cover 
crops, revising intended use, late-filed provisions, grazing allotments as well as updated the definitions of 
“idle” and “fallow.” 

Reporting Cover Crops: 

FSA made changes to the types of cover crops. Cover crop types can be chosen from the following four 
categories: 

• Cereals and other grasses - Any cover crop that is classified as a grass plant or cereal grain, and 
would include, but not be limited to, the following cover crops: cereal rye, wheat, barley, oats, black 



oats, triticale, annual ryegrass, pearl millet, foxtail millet (also called German, Italian or Hungarian 
millet), sorghum sudan grass, sorghum and other millets and grasses.  

• Legumes - Any cover crop that is classified as a legume, including, but not limited to, clovers, 
vetches, peas, sun hemp, cowpeas, lentils and other legumes. 

• Brassicas and other broadleaves - Any cover crop that is classified as a non-legume broadleaf, 
including, but not limited to, Brassicas such as radishes, turnips, canola, rapeseed, oilseed rape, 
and mustards, as well as other broadleaf plants such as phacelia, flax, sunflower, buckwheat, and 
safflower. 

• Mixtures - Mixes of two or more cover crop species planted at the same time, for example, oats and 
radishes. 

• If the cover crop is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
according to policy guidelines, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop and the 
acreage report must be revised to reflect the actual crop. 

Permitted Revision of Intended use After Acreage Reporting Date: 

New operators or owners who pick up a farm after the acreage reporting deadline has passed and the crop 
has already been reported on the farm, have 30 days to change the intended use. Producer share interest 
changes alone will not allow for revisions to intended use after the acreage reporting date. The revision must 
be performed by either the acreage reporting date or within 30 calendar days from the date when the new 
operator or owner acquired the lease on land, control of the land or ownership and new producer crop share 
interest in the previously reported crop acreage. Under this policy, appropriate documentation must be 
provided to the County Committee’s satisfaction to determine that a legitimate operator or ownership and 
producer crop share interest change occurred to permit the revision. 

Acreage Reports: 

In order to maintain program eligibility and benefits, producers must timely file acreage reports. Failure to file 
an acreage report by the crop acreage reporting deadline may result in ineligibility for future program 
benefits. FSA will not accept acreage reports provided more than a year after the acreage reporting 
deadline.   

Reporting Grazing Allotments: 

FSA offices can now accept acreage reports for grazing allotments. Producers will use form “FSA-578” to 
report grazing allotments as animal unit months (AUMs) using the “Reporting Unit” field. The local FSA office 
will need the grazing period start and end date and the percent of public land. 

Definitions of Terms 

FSA defines “idle” as cropland or a balance of cropland within a Common Land Unit (CLU) (field/subfield) 
which is not planted or considered not planted and does not meet the definition of fallow or skip row. For 
example, the balance of a field that could not be planted due to moisture or a turn area that is not planted 
would be reported as idle.   

Fallow is considered unplanted cropland acres which are part of a crop/fallow rotation where cultivated land 
that is normally planted is purposely kept out of production during a regular growing season. Resting the 
ground in this manner allows it to recover its fertility and conserve moisture for crop production in the next 
growing season. 

Cover Crop Guidelines 

Recently the Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a flexible policy for cover 
crop practices. 



The termination and reporting guidelines were updated for cover crops. 

Termination: 

The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover crops, are based on zones 
and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and additional guidelines visit 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and click “Cover Crop Termination 
Guidelines.” 

Reporting: 

The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes crops 

that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green manure. An FSA policy 
change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program eligibility for the cover crop that is being 
hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific program. 

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is not terminated 
properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop. 

Crops reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the farm. In 
these situations a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the farm. 

Cover crops include grasses, legumes, and forbs, for seasonal cover and other conservation purposes. 
Cover crops are primarily used for erosion control, soil health Improvement, and water quality improvement. 
The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated through 
chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and terminated according to 
NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop for crop insurance purposes. 

Cover crops can be planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent crop, after prevented 
planting acreage, after a planted crop, or into a standing crop. 

 
Borrower Training 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency customers. This training is required for all direct 
loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help the 
applicant develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build equity in the 
operation.  It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a 
fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved 
vendors.   

 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact  Annie Bryce at 307-856-7524 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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