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Facilitation Program

Signup opens today for the Market Facilitation Program (MFP), a U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) program to assist farmers who continue to
suffer from damages because of unjustified trade retaliation from foreign
nations. Through MFP, USDA will provide up to $14.5 billion in direct payments
to impacted producers, part of a broader trade relief package announced in
late July. The sign-up period runs through Dec. 6.

MFP payments will be made to producers of certain non-specialty and
specialty crops as well as dairy and hog producers.

Non-Specialty Crops

MFP payments will be made to producers of alfalfa hay, barley, canola, corn,
crambe, dried beans, dry peas, extra-long staple cotton, flaxseed, lentils, long
grain and medium grain rice, millet, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, rapeseed,
rye, safflower, sesame seed, small and large chickpeas, sorghum, soybeans,
sunflower seed, temperate japonica rice, triticale, upland cotton, and wheat.

MFP assistance for 2019 crops is based on a single county payment rate
multiplied by a farm’s total plantings to the MFP-eligible crops in aggregate in
2019. Those per acre payments are not dependent on which of those crops



are planted in 2019. A producer’s total payment-eligible plantings cannot
exceed total 2018 plantings. View payment rates by county.

Dairy and Hogs

Dairy producers who were in business as of June 1, 2019, will receive a per
hundredweight payment on production history, and hog producers will receive
a payment based on the number of live hogs owned on a day selected by the
producer between April 1 and May 15, 2019.

Specialty Crops

MFP payments will also be made to producers of almonds, cranberries,
cultivated ginseng, fresh grapes, fresh sweet cherries, hazelnuts, macadamia
nuts, pecans, pistachios, and walnuts. Each specialty crop will receive a
payment based on 2019 acres of fruit or nut bearing plants, or in the case of
ginseng, based on harvested acres in 2019.

More Information

Payments will be made in up to three tranches, with the second and third
tranches evaluated as market conditions and trade opportunities dictate. If
conditions warrant, the second and third tranches will be made in November
and early January.

MFP payments are limited to a combined $250,000 for non-specialty crops per
person or legal entity. MFP payments are also limited to a combined $250,000
for dairy and hog producers and a combined $250,000 for specialty crop
producers. However, no applicant can receive more than $500,000. Eligible
applicants must also have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) for tax
years 2015, 2016, and 2017 of less than $900,000, or 75 percent of the
person’s or legal entity’'s average AGI for those tax years must have been
derived from farming and ranching. Applicants must also comply with the
provisions of the Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation regulations.

More information can be found on farmers.gov/mfp, including payment
information and a program application.

Nominations Open for the 2019 County Committee Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers,
and FSA program participants to take part in the County Committee election nomination process.

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots
input and local administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable
administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secretary
of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program delivery process.
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A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). Each
member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election each year.

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved
farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and ranchers
and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service center
by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA
fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online at:
fsa.usda.qgov/elections.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-producing
projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and
operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the
youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5,000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined above

Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and
assistance from a project advisor.<span style="mso-spacerun: yes"> </span>The project supervisor
must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact
Darrell Jones at 307-532-4880 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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