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Goshen County FSA Updates 

 
Message From County Executive Director 
Be aware of the following deadlines coming up: 

• February 28, 2020 is the final date to complete an offer for General CRP enrollment 
• March 15, 2020 is the final date to enroll in the 2019 ARCPLC 
• April 1, 2020 is the deadline to enroll most crops into the 2020 Non-insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP); 

Deadline for Hemp coverage is March 15, 2020 

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address, zip code, phone number, 
email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm 
operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers 
participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County 
Committee in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. If you have any updates or corrections, please call 
your local FSA office to update your records 

On a personal note, I am retiring from FSA at the end of this month. I wish you all the very best in the future. 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages agricultural producers to 
enroll now in the Agriculture Risk Loss (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs. March 15, 2020 is the enrollment deadline for the 2019 crop 
year. 

Although more than 200,000 producers have enrolled to date, FSA 
anticipates 1.5 million producers will enroll for ARC and PLC. By enrolling 
soon, producers can beat the rush as the deadline nears. 

FSA offices have multiple programs competing for the time and attention of 
our staff.  Because of the importance and complexities of the ARC and PLC 
programs; and to ensure FSA meets your program delivery expectations, 
please do not wait to start the enrollment process. Call your FSA county 
office and make an appointment soon to ensure your elections are made and 
contracts signed well ahead of the deadlines. 

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops 
in crop prices or revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most 
American farms. 

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and 
small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard 
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short 
grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat.  

Until March 15, producers who have not yet enrolled in ARC or PLC for 2019 
can enroll for both 2019 and 2020 during the same visit to an FSA county 
office unless yield updates are requested. Additionally, farm owners have a 
one-time opportunity to update PLC payment yields that take effect 
beginning with crop year 2020. If the owner accompanies the producer to the 
office, the yield update and enrollments may be completed during the same 
office visit.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or 
our 2014-2018 farm bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC election 
decision tools are available at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc. To enroll, contact 
your FSA county office for an appointment. 

  

 

 
USDA Reminds Producers of Feb. 28 Deadline for 
Conservation Reserve Program General Signup 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds agricultural producers interested in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) 2020 general signup to enroll by February 28, 2020. This signup is available to 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90faadfc63e47d45f7508d799d0b87e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637146994033875406&reserved=0&sdata=JK5MDjrAUaio%2Fj9PfP8gvgj5Q%2FVuu1iESaY7mGbkP1U%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Farc-plc_overview_fact_sheet-aug_2019.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=02%7C01%7C%7Ce90faadfc63e47d45f7508d799d0b87e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637146994033875406&reserved=0&sdata=ztcHobFxbL0rhSEWwUBR2SPvSYdTuc8jUk4oI2vUG54%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Farc-plc_farm_bill_comparisons-fact_sheet-aug-2019.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Farcplc_program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc0d3c4f3c04549995f2508d7b94d649a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637181614358576777&sdata=mK%2BxSe3ZCvgE2LOorTEhr2ydfdv3Rqd6oMJHjfvRY7I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


farmers and private landowners who are either enrolling for the first time or re-enrolling for another 10- to 15-
year term. 

Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive yearly rental payments for voluntarily establishing long-
term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”), which can 
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural 
lands. 

CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. 

Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest private-lands conservation programs in the U.S. It was 
originally intended to primarily control soil erosion and potentially stabilize commodity prices by taking 
marginal lands out of production. The program has evolved over the years, providing many conservation and 
economic benefits. Marking its 35th anniversary in 2020, CRP has had many successes, including: 

• Preventing more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks; 
• Reducing nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to annually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 percent 

respectively; 
• Sequestering an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to taking 9 million 

cars off the road; 
• Creating more than 3 million acres of restored wetlands while protecting more than 175,000 stream 

miles with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around the world 7 times; and 
• Benefiting bees and other pollinators and increased populations of ducks, pheasants, turkey, 

bobwhite quail, prairie chickens, grasshopper sparrows and many other birds. 

The CRP continuous signup is ongoing, which enables producers to enroll for certain practices. FSA plans to 
open the Soil Health and Income Protection Program, a CRP pilot program, in early 2020, and the 2020 CRP 
Grasslands signup runs from March 16, 2020 to May 15, 2020. 

To enroll in CRP, contact your local FSA county office or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp. To locate your local FSA office, 
visit farmers.gov/service-locator. 

 
Higher Limits Now Available on USDA Farm Loans 
Higher limits are now available for borrowers interested in USDA’s farm loans, which help agricultural 
producers purchase farms or cover operating expenses. The 2018 Farm Bill increased the amount that 
producers can borrow through direct and guaranteed loans available through USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and made changes to other loans, such as microloans and emergency loans. 

Key changes include: 

• The Direct Operating Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $400,000, and the Guaranteed 
Operating Loan limit increased from $ 1.429 million to $1.75 million. Operating loans help producers 
pay for normal operating expenses, including machinery and equipment, seed, livestock feed, and 
more. 

• The Direct Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $300,000 to $600,000, and the Guaranteed 
Farm Ownership Loan limit increased from $1.429 million to $1.75 million. Farm ownership loans 
help producers become owner-operators of family farms as well as improve and expand current 
operations. 

• Producers can now receive both a $50,000 Farm Ownership Microloan and a $50,000 Operating 
Microloan. Previously, microloans were limited to a combined $50,000. Microloans provide flexible 
access to credit for small, beginning, niche, and non-traditional farm operations. 

• Producers who previously received debt forgiveness as part of an approved FSA restructuring plan 
are now eligible to apply for emergency loans. Previously, these producers were ineligible. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2F2019%2Fcrp_continuous_enrollment_period-fact_sheet.pdf%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc0d3c4f3c04549995f2508d7b94d649a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C1%7C637181614358576777&sdata=nDgqCl2X6uza33zA4KggOiS8YTQJIWcY4k2Nwh2S%2Fos%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fconservation-programs%2Fconservation-reserve-program%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc0d3c4f3c04549995f2508d7b94d649a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637181614358586730&sdata=nkB5ZtxDWlr71Z0uBiFJAIdrvRfGMTA3U6k6de1u3zw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


• Beginning and socially disadvantaged producers can now receive up to a 95 percent guarantee 
against the loss of principal and interest on a loan, up from 90 percent. 

About Farm Loans 

Direct farm loans, which include microloans and emergency loans, are financed and serviced by FSA, while 
guaranteed farm loans are financed and serviced by commercial lenders. For guaranteed loans, FSA 
provides a guarantee against possible financial loss of principal and interest. 

For more information on FSA farm loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or contact your local USDA service center. 

 

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should contact 
Darrell Jones at 307-532-4880 extension 2 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cc0d3c4f3c04549995f2508d7b94d649a%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637181614358586730&sdata=G6yzcpPx7MBqF6aKyY4Fm3WsoazMKap7juGjCNFAzXI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.farmers.gov/service-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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